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Flower arrangement by Jean Alderman using multi-coloured Alstroemeria, 
with Brian Smith’s cross and Pentecost flags in the background. 
 

C H U R C H   F L O W E R S   O N   2 0   J U N E 
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 Date Time Service Worship Leader 

Sunday, July 4th 11am 
12:15pm 

Communion Service 
Church Meeting 

Revd Jim Gascoigne 

Sunday, July 11th 11am Morning Worship Revd Melanie Smith 

Sunday, July 18th 11am Morning Worship Revd John Danso 

Sunday, July 25th 11am Morning Worship Mr Martin Wells 

 
 

Morning Worship is held every Sunday and includes Holy Communion on the 
first or second Sunday of each month.  Arrangements for additional services 
are publicised in advance. Christian Education for young people takes place 
during morning worship. 
 

BIBLE READINGS FOR JULY 2021 WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

4th July 11th July 18th July 

Mark 6.1-13 
Ezekiel 2.1-5 
Psalm 123 
2 Corinthians 12.2-10 

Mark 6.14-29 
Amos 7.7-15 
Psalm 85.8-13 
Ephesians 1.3-14 

Mark 6.30-34, 53-56 
Jeremiah 23.1-6 
Psalm 23 
Ephesians 2.11-22 

25th July 
John 6.1-21 
2 Kings 4.42-44 
Psalm 145.10-18 
Ephesians 3.14-21 

 

W O R S H I P   S E R V I C E S   -   J U L Y   2 0 2 1 
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Elders Meetings: 
Wednesday 21st July at 7.30 pm 
Tuesday 5th October at 8pm 
Wednesday 1st December at 7.30pm 

 

Church Meetings: 
Sunday 4th July 
Sunday 12th September 
Sunday 14th November (Annual Forum) 

 

The Church Meeting on Sunday July 4th will be at 12.15pm in the 

Sanctuary immediately after Morning Worship.  There will not be a Church 
Lunch, but the meeting should only last about an hour. 
 

Please also refer to the weekly Bulletin, available by email and by post, 
and to NewsShare email messages, for more up-to-date information 
about events.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2 0 2 1   C H U R C H   D I A R Y 

HALLS LETTING: Contact Mikayla Coote, Bookings Manager 
Tel: 01553 278494,  email: pgurcbookings@outlook.com  

Please visit our website for more details - 
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html  

 

mailto:pgurcbookings@outlook.com
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html
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Minister’s Musings 
 

Each day, I very much enjoy reading the 
Bible Study notes, ‘Fresh from the 
Word’.  Some days feel more relevant 
than others, some hit a chord, some 
miss the mark yet, on the whole, I enjoy 
the fresh insights they give me.  
However, a few days ago I was quite 
agitated by what I read.  Focusing on the 
story of Job, the author suggested that 
God might allow us to experience 
feelings of abandonment so we may 
adopt a more mature outlook on our 
relationship with God. 
 
To illustrate his point, the author (a friend of mine as it happens!) tells a 
story of a father who let his son go to the shops alone for the first time 
and the dad watches the son’s journey from a distance.  The dad allows 
the son a sense of freedom, allowing the boy to take responsibility for 
himself, yet at no time was he really alone.  The author goes on to pray, 
“Ever-present God, when you seem far away during my times of greatest 
need, help me to know that you see me, care about me and are giving me 
more room to grow.  Amen.” 
 

That is fine, until something goes wrong.  If the boy had been approached 
by an older child, and was punched in the face to give up the money he 
was carrying, would the father in the story have stayed hidden, or would 
the father have gone after the bully and dealt with him appropriately?  I 
admit that had the father done nothing, I would ask why was he watching 
over the boy in the first place?  If he intervened, the story falls, as we 
know that any child of any age can receive rough treatment at the hands 
of others, and God doesn’t step in in the way we would expect of this 
boy’s father.   
 

P A S T O R A L   L E T T E R 
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Even with God watching over us, bad things, sometimes very bad things, 
happen to us.  And the perpetrators can often appear to get away with 
whatever they have done.  The idea that the father in the story was 
somehow helping the son to grow up doesn’t seem tenable; if he was 
watching then failed to act should something bad happen, then why 
watch at all?  Yet we know that God does watch out for us, not a 
creeping-around-after-us kind of way, but there for us to turn to when we 
cry out in pain or desperation.  We cannot know how God intervenes 
when we cry out; whereas our need might be immediate, God’s response 
might be long-term, a picture bigger than we can imagine. 
 

Reconciling God as a loving father figure, always there for us, with our 
experience of dreadful things being ‘allowed’ to happen, is never going to 
be an easy task.  Experiencing feelings of abandonment are natural and 
may help us to adopt a more mature outlook on our relationship with 
God.  But they can also be a real barrier to our faith.  It can feel like the 
rock on which we stand has crumbled completely.  It isn’t always ‘alright 
in the end’ as it was with Job.  For those times our prayer, perhaps is, 
“Ever-present God, when you seem far away during my times of greatest 
need, help me to know that you see me, care about me and are still there 
through all my doubts.  Amen.” 
 

Melanie and Mark 
 
 
 
 

Green Tip 
Find out more about Enfield’s Big 
Green Climate Festival (Enfield's Big 
Green Climate Festival (encaf.org)), 
specifically the Big Green Fair, being 
held on Saturday 25th September 
from 10.00-4.00 at Christ Church 
URC, Chase Side.  Every URC that’s 
involved in the organising and 
planning, can use this for our own 
Eco Church Award!  So, if you are interested in green issues, please speak 
to Melanie or Mark on how you can be part of this exciting event! 
 

https://www.encaf.org/climatefestival
https://www.encaf.org/climatefestival
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July Prayer Calendar 
 

Here is our monthly prayer diary for July 2021, 
compiled by Dr John Strange.  If you would like to 
contribute and compile a list of prayers for August, 
please contact Melanie or one of the elders. 
 

Editor’s Note:  The ‘Praying Hands’ image is a pen-and-
ink drawing by the German printmaker, painter and 
theorist Albrecht Dürer.  
 
 

July 1: You shall love the LORD YOUR GOD … You shall love YOUR 
NEIGHBOUR as YOURSELF (Matthew 22: 37 & 39) Throughout July we shall 
repeat the cycle GOD, NEIGHBOUR, SELF. 
 

July 2: GOD – My yoke is easy and my burden is light’ (Matthew 11:30). Give 
thanks that the Good Ploughman will not load his oxen with more than 
we can carry. 
 

July 3: NEIGHBOUR – Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me (Matthew 25:40, KJV). Pray 
that we may treat others as we would treat Jesus. 
 

July 4: SELF – Count your blessings and do not fret that you can never 
‘deserve’ them. 
 

July 5: GOD – Knowing the love of God revealed to us in Jesus, may we 
not fear the vastness of what we cannot know or understand. 
 

July 6: NEIGHBOUR – Loving God, we thank you for every opportunity to 
brighten the life of another. 
 

July 7: SELF – As we witness the goodness of others may we give thanks 
rather than despairing at our own shortcomings. 
 

July 8: GOD – … not to seek for any reward, save that of knowing that we 
do thy will’ (St Ignatius of Loyola). Give thanks that working with God 
really is rewarding. 

P A S T O R A L   L E T T E R 
 

P R A Y E R   D I A R Y 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drawing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albrecht_D%C3%BCrer
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July 9: NEIGHBOUR – “…Through the sad heart of Ruth, when, sick for 
home, She stood in tears amid the alien corn;” (Keats: Ode to a 
Nightingale). Pray that those cut off, displaced, lost and afraid may find 
new hope and security in unexpected people and places. 
 

July 10: SELF – Give us the grace to accept thanks and compliments 
without demurring, then humbly reflect how we may better deserve 
them. 
 

July 11: GOD – O Lord, give thy holy spirit into our hearts … that we may 
know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent 
(Lidley’s prayers, 1566). 
 

July 12: NEIGHBOUR – “…it is not the beginning, but the continuing of the 
same, until it be thoroughly finished, that yieldeth the true glory…” (Sir 
Francis Drake). Pray that the pledges made at the G7 meeting in Cornwall 
may be followed up with sincerity and determination, and that short-term 
political interests may not block the road to vaccine and climate justice. 
 

July 13: SELF – Take my talents, take my skills, take what’s yet to be; Let my 
life be yours and yet – let it still be me. (John Bell). O Lord, thank you that 
there is a place in your Kingdom for me as an individual. 
 

July 14: GOD – The earth is the LORD's, and the fulness thereof; the world, 
and they that dwell therein (Psalm 24, KJV). Let us speak no more of ‘OUR 
world’. 
 

July 15: NEIGHBOUR – “…  other sheep I have, which are not of this fold” 
(John 10:16 KJV). Give thanks for the blessings God grants members of 
other world faiths and the virtues he inspires in them. 
 

July 16: SELF – ‘Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend 
and stranger’ (St Patrick, trans. C. F. Alexander). When someone gives us 
help in time of need, may we recognise the love of Jesus in the giver. 
 

July 17: GOD – And he arose and came to his father. But when he was yet a 
great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran and fell on 
his neck and kissed him (Luke 15:20). Give thanks that God is always 
waiting to seek us in love. 
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July 18: NEIGHBOUR – Yesterday and today are Tish'a B'Av, when Jews 
remember the destruction of both the first and the second Temples. We 
remember all whose faith is tested by disaster. 
 

July 19: SELF – Dearest Lord, you ‘see and judge, yet understand my hidden 
self, and heal with wounded hands’ (Brian Wren). Give thanks that Jesus 
knows and understands ‘the trouble I’ve seen’. 
 

July 20: GOD – To see a World in a Grain of Sand. And a Heaven in a Wild 
Flower (William Blake). Pray for the gift of vision. 
 

July 21: NEIGHBOUR – O Lord, soothe the bitterness of those who are 
unable to forgive even after those who have wronged them express 
remorse, accept punishment and make reparation. 
 

July 22: SELF – He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell 
(Cecil Frances Alexander). O Lord, turn our eyes outward from ourselves 
towards the beauty and wonder hidden in plain sight. 
 

July 23: GOD – Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say, Rejoice 
(Philippians 4:4, KJV). O Lord, all our blessings come from you. 
 

July 24: NEIGHBOUR – Pray for those falsely accused who even when 
acquitted remain objects of suspicion and targets of abuse, that their 
reputation may restored.  
 

July 25: SELF – Thou shalt not covet … anything that is thy neighbour’s 
(Exodus 20:17 KJV). O Lord, help me to be content with what I have been 
granted, and if I truly need more, may I not seek it at the expense of 
others. 
 

July 26: GOD – Give thanks for all those to whom God has revealed 
something of his unfathomable greatness and his will for us his people. 
 

July 27: NEIGHBOUR – Judge not, that ye be not judged (Matthew 7:1). We 
admit that it is tempting, even rather satisfying, to judge those we 
disapprove of, but are we sure God agrees with our verdict? 
 

July 28: SELF – O Lord, thou hast searched me and known me (Psalm 139.1). 
Give thanks that the One who loves us best does not see us through rose 
coloured spectacles. 
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July 29: GOD – Thy hand O God has guided thy flock from age to age (E H 
Plumptre). When as church members we take decisions about the way 
forward, may we seek and expect God’s guidance. 
 

July 30: NEIGHBOUR – When we feel powerless to advance your kingdom, 
O Lord, show us the many small lifestyle choices by which we may better 
the life chances of our fellow human beings. 
 

July 31: SELF – If at first, I don’t succeed … could this be God’s way of 
suggesting something more worthwhile to try instead? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are a group of different people looking for 

and finding, strength and meaning in God’s love. 
 

 

You will always be welcomed gladly. 
 

 

We worship and pray together. 
 

 

We learn about God’s love and forgiveness 

through Jesus, the Bible and with the help of each 

other. 
 

 

Together we will work to make Jesus present 

by loving actions done, and by loving words spoken, 

in this church and beyond these doors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O U R   M I S S I O N   S T A T E M E N T 
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A New Perspective to Grow the 
Kingdom 
 

A sermon by Dr Paul Ashitey (pictured left), 
Accredited URC Lay Preacher, worship leader 
and elder of our church, delivered at PGURC on 
Sunday 13th June 2021.  
 

Bible Readings:  
Ezekiel 17.22-24 
Mark.26-34 
 

Introduction to the reading from Ezekiel 
When Babylon conquered Judah in 598 BC, an agreement was made that 
established Jerusalem as the capital of a Babylonian colony, with a king 
ruling by consent and paying tribute, i.e., a puppet king. Some of the 
elites were taken to Babylon to re-educate them, e.g., Daniel, with the 
hope that they would return to Judah as colonial officials. This 
cooperative annexation did indeed break down 11 years later. Judah 
formed an alliance with Egypt and rebelled against Babylon. 
 

This brief extract from Ezekiel uses the metaphor of trees to illustrate the 
control that God has over the fortunes of the nations. The chapter begins 
with a parable about two eagles and a vine. He is warning Judah that 
forming an alliance with Egypt in order to rebel against Babylon will not 
succeed. However, Judah went ahead with its alliance and rebelled 
anyway. This led to the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in 587 
BC, and the whole of the royal court being executed or taken into Exile. 
 

Ezekiel poses the question: when the allegiance is transplanted, i.e., from 
Babylon to Egypt, will it thrive? The answer is a resounding NO, so he 
warns Israel, and the passage continues the tree imagery and affirms that 
only trees planted by God will thrive. It is a vivid expression of Ezekiel's 
vision that all power is in God's hands. The reality is both terrifying 
(because it brings destruction and judgement) and hopeful (because God 

F E E D I N G   T H E   S P I R I T 
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will renew and restore). 
 

The Sermon 
Mark also uses trees and imagery in his parables. This is significant. He 
could have talked about carpentry and buildings; and yet he talks about 
plants and growth. The abiding image for the kingdom of God is growth, 
not construction. Growth is silent, continues day and night. There is still a 
wonder and mystery about how a seed becomes a mature plant, even 
now that we understand DNA and photosynthesis. It is still astonishing 
that new life germinates, and we are still reliant on this natural process 
for our staple foods. All our skill at farming and food production is based 
on this natural force. The kingdom of God has this tremendous growing 
energy similar to plants. We seem to have little to contribute to the 
process except sowing the seed, and perhaps taking care of the plant. 
The earth and the seed together produce the mature plants, and this 
happens whether the grower is asleep or awake. The small mustard seed 
grows to become a huge shrub with room for the birds in its shade. This is 
what the kingdom of God is like - growing mysteriously and wonderfully. 
 

This is not the only image of the kingdom of God in the parables of Jesus: 
there are also family relationships, work colleagues, things that happen 
at wedding feasts and things that are lost, among others. But this cluster 
of parables reminds us of the mysterious energy secretly at work in the 
world - not only in the church, to produce the growth of God's kingdom. 
 

Jesus saw his ministry as something tiny. He used the small to end up big, 
turning a provincial fisherman into a major figure in the Early Church, 
writing, speaking and teaching in a way unimaginable to anyone who 
would have known him in Galilee. Jesus' simple parables and sermons 
have inspired the great theological works of scholars over the ages and 
inspired spiritual movements. 
 

What do we learn from these parables?  
 

a) Never be daunted by small beginnings. It may seem that, at the 
moment, we can produce only a small effect. But if that small effect is 
repeated and repeated it will become very huge. It is like doing an 
experiment with a dye. Let us imagine a vessel of water. At first, it 
seems to have no effect at all, and the water does not seem to be 
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coloured in the least. Then quite suddenly, the water begins to tinge 
with the colour. Bit by bit the colour deepens until the whole vessel is 
coloured. It is the repeated drops that produce the effect. We often 
feel that for all we can do, it is hardly worth our while starting a thing 
at all. But we must remember that everything has a beginning - nothing 
emerges full grown. It is our duty to do what we can; and the 
cumulative effect of all our small efforts can in the end produce 
amazing results. 

 

b) What qualities does a church need to enrich its neighbourhood? 
Ezekiel's cedar tree demonstrated longevity and tenacity. The mustard 
seed produced sudden and explosive growth. Where, in our everyday 
experience do we find communities with either kind of strength and 
vitality? How can such contrasting qualities be affirmed and sustained? 
What was it about either tree, that attracted creatures to shelter? In 
both places God promises that the flourishing 'TREE' will attract 
diverse and abundant life. What qualities does a community need to 
ensure it enjoys the fulfilment of that promise? 

 

“Earth was God's great work, and to serve in that great work is 
humanity's highest calling”, 
 

so wrote Thomas Berry*, a Christian 'geologian' and prophet. Hundreds 
of species a week are becoming extinct because of how we are choosing 
to live. We need to remember that we are earthlings (Adam was from 
ADAMAH, Hebrew for 'earth'). We do not have the capacity to save the 
earth alone, but we can serve the earth and nurture its deep energies for 
healing. Stirring in the hearts of people everywhere is the growing 
awareness of how the earth is sacred and interrelated. How do we create 
together an environment in which God's nature flourishes? 
 

Are we being offered, in our personal or our communal lives, unlooked-
for growth? What the mustard seed produced was surprising. Are we 
willing to be surprised by God's bounty? DO we note and welcome chance 
responses to our message or do we dismiss God-given growth because it 
isn't what we expected or wanted, or because we hadn't set out to seek 
growth? 
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The parable tells us that the earth 'produces of itself’. Do we allow it to? 
There is stability and continuity in Ezekiel's image of the cedar. Does this 
say anything to the haste and changeability of our modern western 
world? There is patience with the unseen and unknown in Mark's parable 
of the farmer.  
 

What does this say to our preoccupation with transparency and 
accountability? Do we in rich western societies, try too hard to force 
relationships into particular paths, or to over-design our career paths, or 
even our families? 
 

In the first parable we heard in Mark, the listener is the sower, seed and 
soil. Some people find transformation in faith to be a sudden change, but 
most of us find the seed grows gradually. We won't necessarily see God's 
plan, but we trust him for the food that sustains growth. Often it is our 
small and gentle actions that represent the most fruitful seeds. 
 

Small things can bear great fruit. The work of the Bible Society developed 
in response to the commitment of one poor Welsh girl walking 25 miles in 
bare feet to get a Bible that she could read herself, in her own language. 
 

We may ask some questions. What differences are there between 
building a tree and enabling a tree to grow? What different skills and 
qualities are required of us? How long does it take? Who is in charge? Who 
makes the decisions about how fast it grows and how big it gets, whether 
and when it stops growing? What care and maintenance is required for 
each? 
 

The seed in Jesus' parable doesn't grow by human effort alone; it needs 
the right condition to grow and develop (warmth, sunlight, shade, good 
soil). Nevertheless, plants can and do grow in unlikely places such as 
barren rocks and even buildings. What can we do to ensure that God's 
kingdom has favourable conditions in which to grow - in us, in our church, 
in our local community? What role do prayer, scripture study, fellowship, 
and worship play? Can the seed of the kingdom grow without us being 
aware of it? 
 

In the parable, the farmer sows the seed, then has nothing more to do 
until he comes back to gather the harvest. Would that it were so easy. 
What about ploughing, harrowing, fertilizers and weed killers, drought, 
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storms, birds and vermin? But, of course, this is not meant to be a guide 
to arable farming. It is a picture simply drawn to help us understand how 
God works in his world. 
 

In Mark's Gospel, Jesus shares two parables about growth, patience and 
hope. As Jesus continues to draw crowds who together listen to his 
teaching, these parables speak about how this teaching is heard and 
received. The adventure of discipleship is how FAITH can grow from a 
small to a colossal plant with far-reaching branches, if the right 
environment is provided. The natural world speaks to us of God's 
presence and nature. Tuning in to our place in the realities and rhythms of 
nature can help us reflect on our spiritual journey with God. 
 

The mustard seed is tiny but can grow into something huge. This parable 
is clearly to encourage us that no matter how tiny we feel, God can make 
something out of us. Like David and Goliath, God uses the small and the 
weak - to make something strong. 
 

Jesus was also talking about the church. His hearers were no less diverse 
than they are today. Some were complacent and comfortable with the 
status quo, while others were radical activists ready to build a new nation 
of Israel. Jesus' teaching about the kingdom of God challenges both 
groups in equal measure and still challenges us today after Covid 19. 
 

Fifty-three years ago (3rd April 1968), in the last speech of his life (he was 
assassinated the following day) Martin Luther King said that he had been 
to the mountain-top and God had showed him the promised land. 
Throughout his campaigning for civil liberties, his dream was not simply 
the end of racial discrimination, but the transformation of society. 
Unfortunately, he, like Moses, only glimpsed the promised land.  
 

What is our dream as a Church? What do we see from the 
mountain-top? How do we translate this into action?  
 

AMEN 
 

*Editor’s Note: More information about the cultural historian and scholar 
Thomas Berry, CP, PhD, (1914-2009) can be found at: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Berry and 
https://thomasberry.org/life-and-thought/brief-bio/ . 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Berry
https://thomasberry.org/life-and-thought/brief-bio/
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‘God’s Glory in Christ’ was the theme 
of Revd Jon Dean on 30 May 
 

Based on readings from Isaiah 6.1-8 and 
John 3.1-17, Revd Dean (left) spoke about 
the glory of God revealed to Isaiah in the 
temple, and about Jesus as the Son of God 
being revealed to the Pharisee, Nicodemus.  
John Strange sang hymns ‘Thou whose 
almighty word’ by Felice Giardini and John 
Marriott, and ‘Spirit of truth essential God’ 
by Melchior Vulpius and Charles Wesley, 
accompanied on the organ by Robert Evans. 

 

At the end we heard a beautiful video recording of ‘Let all the world in 
every corner sing’ by Basil Harwood and George Herbert.  Revd Dean is a 
retired URC minister and formerly Minister of St Andrew’s URC Frognal 
Lane, Hampstead. 
 
 

On 6 June we welcomed again 
Revd James Fields whose 
Communion Service was 
entitled ‘A Fishy Tale or two, 
and some thoughts on fish 
love’. 
 

Pictured right with his faithful friend 
Sam, Revd Fields talked about the 
concept of love, his experiences as a 
divinity student at Columbia 
University, his knowledge of whale 
science and the work of the 
renowned Israeli American Rabbi A. 
T. Twerski (1930-2021).  He also 

V I S I T I N G   W O R S H I P   L E A D E R S 
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treated us to his beautiful baritone solos of hymns ‘Love is the touch of 
intangible joy’ with words by Alison M. Robertson, and ‘All who love and 
serve your city’ with words by Erik Routley, both of which were 
accompanied on the piano by John Strange.   
 

The Bible reading from Ezekiel 48.23-35, read by Brian Hosier, gives an 
account of the Lord’s instructions for the layout of the city of Jerusalem, 
“And the name of the city from that time on shall be, The Lord is There.” 
 

Revd Fields is Minister at St John’s URC Northwood, whose website can 
be found at: http://www.urcnorthwood.org/index.htm . 
 
 

Worship on 20 June was led by Revd 
Dr Emmanuel Frimpong who spoke 
on ‘The Stilling of Storms’ 
 

Bible readings were from Psalm 107.1-3, 23-
32 by Richard Hill, and Mark 4.35-41 by 
Andy Whiting, both passages of which 
give accounts of the Lord answering cries 
of distress at sea and calming the wind 
and the waves.   
 

Recorded hymns with words to view 
included ‘What a Friend’ by C. C. Converse 

and Joseph Scriven, ‘O For a thousand 
tongues’ by Charles Collignon and Charles Wesley, and ‘Lead us, heavenly 
Father’ by Friedrich Filitz and James Edmeston.  The closing hymn was 
‘Will your anchor hold?’ by W. J. Kirkpatrick and Priscilla J. Owens. 
 

Revd Dr Frimpong (pictured above) is a retired Ghanaian Presbyterian 
Minister and member of Dulwich Grove URC, whose website can be 
found at: https://dulwichgroveurc.wordpress.com/ . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.urcnorthwood.org/index.htm
https://dulwichgroveurc.wordpress.com/
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My Trip to King’s Lynn 
By Brian Ball 
 

Any trip becomes a 
bit more special 
following our 
months of 
lockdown. In April, 
Peter Little and I 
booked a short 
three-night trip to 
King’s Lynn.   
 

Hotels were still 
not open and pubs 
and restaurants 
only serving 

outdoors, but we managed to find 
self-contained apartments next 
door to each other. They were 
really luxurious – Peter even had a 
sunken Japanese bath!   
 
 
 

Here’s the view from my lounge 
over Saturday Market Square 
towards King’s Lynn Minster.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M E M O R A B L E   H O L I D A Y S 
 

King’s Lynn Guildhall 
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In the evening, the church tower was 
lit up with beautiful and colourful 
moving images. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hired electric bikes for an afternoon from Wells-next-the-Sea. These 
were great fun to ride around Holkham Hall estate and then back by the 
coast along National Cycle Route number 1.  
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The following day it was back to ordinary push bikes for a tour of some 
Norfolk villages, including Little Walsingham (below). The roads were 
beautifully quiet.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We spent some time looking 
around Walsingham. I was 
disappointed in the Anglican 
shrine, having been 
completely rebuilt in 1931. I 
was more interested in the 
Orthodox chapels, not just 
one but two Russian 
Orthodox chapels in this little 
Norfolk village. Clearly this is a 
very special place of 
pilgrimage for Orthodox 
Christians too. One had been 
a Methodist chapel (left), the 
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other had been Little Walsingham railway station (below) before the line 
closed. 
 

 

We found nice different places 
to eat out each evening. 
However, even I felt the cold, as 
you may remember how chilly it 
was for most of April, but at 
least it was dry.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

On our final day we stopped off 
in Ely. The cathedral (pictured 
right) was open for private 
prayer and I did just take this 
one photo inside (shown on 
next page).  
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As those who came on our church trip there two years ago will 
remember, Ely Cathedral is one of this country’s great architectural and 
spiritual treasures. 
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Peter is Minister of three URC churches in Birmingham. He was interested 
to hear news from Palmers Green URC and sends his greetings back to 
you all. 
 

Brian 
 

PS: I would often join Peter and Anne for part of their holiday before 
Anne's death in 2017. Here are a couple of photos of the last summer trip 
for the 3 of us in Cornwall in August 2016. 

 
At Sennen Cove 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the 
Coastal Path 
near Lizard 
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News of Church Family 
From Barbara Crock 
 

Please continue to pray for: 
Pauline Westwood and her daughter Susan.  
Pauline is now in Topaz Ward at North Middlesex 
Hospital. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scouts in Lockdown 3, and after... 
From Ian Lamb, 23rd Southgate Scout Leader 
 

The last time I wrote about Scouts was in the December issue and we 
were in lockdown - this continued until late March, and we continued our 
Zoom scouting with small numbers on account of young people being on 
screens all day needing to get away. We distributed an activity pack which 
enabled about 125 
scouts to do various 
creative activities 
together online and 
we made big effort 
to learn some 
electronics - these 
scouts can now 
build circuits to 
switch lights on 
when it gets dark or, 
if you need 
something inside 

N E W S   O F   P E O P L E   &   E V E N T S 
 

S C O U T   G R O U P   N E W S 
 

We made our own batteries out of bits and bobs 
around the house and some vinegar (pictured above). 
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that tells you it's light outside, to switch lights on when it gets light. 
 

Just before we returned to face-to-face scouting, we did another 
CampAtHome, this one on the theme of helping people survive natural 
and manmade disasters. Scouts attended a presentation by a ShelterBox 
ambassador, built fires and cooked outdoors (we do a lot of that!), slept 
outdoors or in indoor dens and made water filters, the braver ones 
demonstrating confidence in their work by dirtying some water, filtering 
it, and then drinking it. The nights out at home were sponsored and we 
collected £823 for ShelterBox. 

Part of our Thank you letter from ShelterBox (pictured above) 
 

The return to face-to-face scouting came with a massive boon - we were 
allowed as many scouts at each meeting as we wanted, so no more 
running two separate sessions on one evening, which is very hard work, 
and we were also allowed to work indoors subject to the church's need 
for no scouts to leave the main hall. In fact we have only had one meeting 
indoors, on the one wet and blustery Thursday evening in six months (this 
is weird, but several parents tell me, "It's scout night, it won't rain." Now 
of course I worry that saying it will break it, but there we go) - and the 
scouts hated it. At that time they were wearing masks all day at school 
and to have to wear them at Scouts in the evening as well was just one 
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step too far. So apart from that evening we have had all our meetings 
either in the Outdoor Activity Centre in Bourne Hill (thank you to the 
owners, 3rd Southgate Scouts, for allowing us use of the facility) or more 
recently, with the light evenings, in the park. 
 

Evening meetings have focused on the older scouts who desperately 
need to catch up 18 months of pretty-borderline scouting by finishing off 
badge requirements, and I am delighted to say that almost all of them will 

achieve Chief Scouts 
Gold Award at time 
points ranging from 
the middle of June to 
Christmas. 
 

April saw a bikes and 
boots hiking 
programme - simple 
easy-to-organise 
activities with no 
deposits to be clawed 
back if coronavirus 
restrictions got worse. 
Among these we 
explored the urban 
horrors of pollution in 
a local waterway, 
which included water 
quality testing, along 
Pymmes Brook. 
 
 
 

 

We also ventured south of the North Circular on a hot and sunny day 
aiming at the ice cream stand in Ally Pally, we cycled to Oaklands Park and 
learned all about bike maintenance, then to the Monument in Trent Park, 
and finally, over two trips, along the Lee Navigation from Nazeing to the 
Thames (yes, and back!). 

Water sampling (above) from the bridge over 
Pymmes Brook - what a mess at the bottom! 
 



27 | PGURC Magazine | July 2021 Issue 
 

Round and round the wellhead at Middlesex Filter Beds on the way to the 
Thames (above) - the beds were built to provide clean water and were 
instrumental in bringing cholera under control. 
 
 

May was a little quieter, with a day of kayaking with our friends at 
Phoenix on the Brent Reservoir and a morning cutting brambles in Arnos 
Park to stop them overgrowing a footpath. The longest bramble we 
pulled out was 3.5 metres long, there were millions of snails, and 
everyone got scratched and prickled by the brambles, but no injuries 
serious enough to prevent a final half hour in the playground. 
 

June and July weekends are dedicated to Expeditions for the older scouts 
as part of Chief Scouts Gold Award. We have to do these one small group 
at a time because although we are allowed to go camping again, we can 
only take 4 young people at a time. 
 

We are hoping to run one or two weekend camps when we can take 
more, as many of our new scouts (around 10 have joined in the last few 
weeks) have never been away from home with us and camping 
experience among those who were Cubs has been limited because of 
lockdown. We are very keen to get these new ones away for short camps 
as a good few have signed up to our week-long summer camp planned for 
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the end of August - as late as possible before going back to school 
because of the risk of the roadmap being delayed from the "Freedom 
Day" of 21 June which applied at the time we chose dates. 
 

Nominations for four scouts for Jack Petchey awards were accepted in 
early June. Each of these is worth £250 to the troop and are spent on 
what the awardees want. As a result, we are going to get a tree tent, a 
dining shelter, fishing tackle and a first day out with the rods, and an 
evening of trampolining - this latter needing to await a proper end to 
lockdown. 
Ian 
 

Cubs rewarded, and build bird boxes! 
From Ashley Rogers, Cub Leader 
 

When meeting up face-to-face I wanted the Cubs to be, sort of, rewarded 
for the way they conducted themselves during the online meetings – they 
were hard on all of us – so I purchased some flat-pack bird boxes for them 

to assemble 
over two 
weeks.  
 

Week One 
was two 
hours of 
hammering 
in all of the 
pins, and 
Week Two 
(pictured 
left) was 
sanding 
down (which 
I made them 
do outside) 
and applying 
a clear 
varnish.  

 



29 | PGURC Magazine | July 2021 Issue 
 

Everyone went home with something they should be very proud of. 
 

Ashley 
 
 

Editor’s Note:  Beavers Leader Sarah Brandi reports that Beavers have 
recommenced meeting on a Wednesday and are looking for new recruits 
aged between 6 and 8.  Please contact her for further information by 
email at mail@sarahbrandi.me.uk or by phoning 020 8882 4616. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

What’s Going on Here? 
 

Welcome back to services in our Sanctuary at Palmers Green URC. We 
are still holding regular services every Sunday at 11am, and started on 23 
May 2021.  We look forward to seeing everyone, as we share in worship 
together. 
 

If you would like to access our online 6pm Sunday Worship for the first 
time, please contact our Minister so you can receive her email 
notifications each week.   
 

If you do not have Internet access, there is still an alternative that some 
of us have been using.  Melanie and Mark are recording a short 7-minute 
message for each Sunday which you can listen to by ringing 020 3389 
6021.  There will be a new message every Sunday.  The cost of making 
the call is the standard local call rate, which is often free in most 
peoples' phone packages. 
 

We will continue to send out copies of our weekly Sunday Bulletin and 
Monthly Magazine by email.  If you don’t currently get these, please ask 
Harry Goforth to add you to the mailing list.  This will help us all to keep in 
touch with news of our Church Family and maintain our Church 
community life.   
 

Items to include in the Bulletin or Magazine can be sent to Jean and 
Harry, respectively.  See back page for Magazine copy dates. 
 
 

N O T I C E B O A R D 
 

mailto:mail@sarahbrandi.me.uk
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URC Podcast on Discipleship  
now available 
From Simon Peters: 
simon.peters@urc.org.uk  
 
 

I am delighted to announce that the first 
episode of the fortnightly United 
Reformed Church podcast is available 
now. This series will look at what it means to be a disciple of 
Jesus across all aspects of our lives, as we respond to concerns, 
issues and topics we encounter. 
 

In addition to a new episode every second Wednesday, for the 
next few weeks between podcast episodes being released, I will 
also be uploading some video conversations which I have had 
with various people across the URC in relation to discipleship. 
Please look out for these on the URC’s YouTube channel. 
 

If you or someone you know might be interested in featuring in 
either the podcast or video conversations, please let me know. 
The idea is to help audiences consider what it means to be a 
disciple of Jesus from as many perspectives as we can highlight. 
 

I will be in contact again soon with information about significant 
changes to the Walking the Way webpages to make them more 
accessible and useful, as well as to schedule another Zoom 
meeting of network contacts, after General Assembly, in order to 
discuss decisions which Assembly will have made by that point on 
the future of whole-of-life discipleship in the URC. 
 

In the meantime, if there’s anything I can do to support your 
work, or there’s anything you’d like to discuss further, please let 
me know. 
 

mailto:simon.peters@urc.org.uk
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Many Thanks and Best Wishes, 
Simon Peters 
Walking the Way Project 
Manager, United Reformed 
Church  
86 Tavistock Place,  
London  WC1H 9RT 
020 7520 2718 | 07909910582  simon.peters@urc.org.uk   
www.urc.org.uk/wtw  

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Submit photos for new URC Calendar 
From Andy Jackson 
 

Do you have a 
good photo of 
your church 
building?  Or do 
you have a keen 
photographer in 
your 
congregation? 
 
 

The URC is 
publishing a calendar of church buildings for 2022 to give a flavour 
of the length and breadth of the denomination in its anniversary 
year.  From Victorian churches, post-war pre-fabs, to churches 
opened in the last couple of years - all exterior photos of buildings 
are welcome. 
 
 

Landscape for preference, but square and portrait images are also 
invited, by the end of July.  JPG or PNG file format.  Please include 
the name of the church and the photographer.  No bigger than 3600 
pixels wide (which should be around 3Mb) please.  Please email 
them to: andy.jackson@urc.org.uk . 

mailto:simon.peters@urc.org.uk
http://www.urc.org.uk/wtw
mailto:andy.jackson@urc.org.uk
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If photos are sent, the photographer is granting the URC permission 
to use the photographs in print and digitally. Image: 
patuphotos/unsplash.com 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Talks on ‘Planning for Later Life’ 
 

Thursday 22nd July, 11.00am - 12.30pm 
Wednesday 25th August, 1.00 - 
2.30pm 
Via Zoom online 
 

Please contact Kate Reader on 0208 
375 4120 or kate.reader@ageukenfield.org.uk to book your 
place. 
 

Zoom details will be emailed to you nearer the time. If you 
need support with Zoom, we can help, just let us know. 
 

Planning for the future and putting certain things in place can 
provide peace of mind and security for both you and your loved 
ones. 
As part of Enfield Connections, Age UK Enfield are offering free 
Planning for Later Life sessions for people 50+ or carers of 
people aged 50+. 
 

The sessions will cover the following ... 
• Making a will 
• Power of Attorney 
• Advanced Decisions/Statements 
• Bereavement Services 
 

You will have opportunities to ask questions, and an 
information pack can be posted/emailed on request. 
 

mailto:kate.reader@ageukenfield.org.uk
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‘Enfield Street Pastors’ need volunteers. 
From John Rawding  
 

Enfield Street Pastors began in 2006, 
and we are part of a network, first 
pioneered by Revd Les Isaac in 2003, 
CEO of Ascension Trust, our parent 
body. Since 2003, Street Pastors have 
been established in over 280 towns 
and cities around the country, including most London Boroughs. 
Street Pastors are also expanding overseas. 
 

A Street Pastor is over 18, a committed Christian and member of a 
local church who, as a volunteer, and after training, has chosen to 
respond positively to the night time problems of a town centre.  
 

Our brief is to listen to people who want to chat, care for those who 
feel vulnerable, and help those who need it in the context of the 
moment.  
 

We are there to meet people where they are and respond to their 
current need. We are non-judgemental and have no view that would 
create a barrier when responding to them, be it views on religion, 
politics, morality or ethics. 
 

Street Pastors are welcomed by the authorities and the people we 
meet because they know we are not there to evangelise or preach 
to them. However, because the Street Pastor uniform identifies us 
as Christians, people often come to us and ask us about the 
Christian Faith, giving us the opportunity to share our faith with 
people and, if people are happy about this, pray with them.  
 

In Enfield we have four teams and our patrol hours range between 
the hours of 9.00pm and 3.30am. Currently, we are patrolling the 
Fore Street corridor in Edmonton; Enfield Town Centre; and Chase 
Side, Southgate. These are all places where people gather at the 
weekend to socialise and enjoy an evening out. Sometimes, 
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however, that evening out can take a turn through too much 
alcohol or through other circumstances, and people can need a 
helping hand. That’s where Street Pastors can play their part. 
 

We engage with people in a friendly way. It could be with passers-
by; with door staff; those serving in late night convenience stores or 
takeaways; with groups of girls or guys, particularly if there seem be 
tensions in the group; and with people outside for a smoke who just 
want someone different to talk to. 
 

The vulnerable could be someone who has had too much to drink; a 
homeless person who needs a meal or direction to homeless 
services; a lone female at a bus stop late at night who could just do 
with someone nearby so she feels safe; or helping people get home 
late at night. We can be a reassuring presence for people who might 
feel nervous or anxious. 
 

Street Pastors are a calming influence on the streets. We have been 
to communities in shock after a fatal stabbing, and brought 
reassurance to the people we meet. We have seen the power of 
prayer in helping deal with Anti-Social Behaviour. We have advised 
young teenagers to go home to their parents.  
 

Street Pastors is an incredible opportunity to take the Christian faith 
on to the streets to a community that welcomes our presence and is 
happy to engage with us. Our presence is also welcomed by the 
Police and Local Authorities who recognise the positive contribution 
Street Pastors are making to the night time scene in our town 
centres. 
 

If you are interested and would like to know more, 
please contact John Rawding on 020 8886 3786, or 
enfield@streetpastors.org.uk. 
 

John Rawding 
Coordinator, Enfield Street & School Pastors, Tel: 020 8886 3786 
https://streetpastors.org/locations/enfield/ , Also on Facebook 
 

mailto:enfield@streetpastors.org.uk
https://streetpastors.org/locations/enfield/
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Ponders End URC requires carpenter to help feed the 
poor! 
From Revd Melanie Smith 
 

Not a joke - Ponders End URC 
is part of Enfield Food 
Alliance, which is working to 
provide emergency food to 
some of those most in need 
through the pandemic.  But 
we need some help to build 
an external cupboard for 
some food storage.  We have 
a design and we have a 
budget to cover materials, 
but it wouldn't cover labour 
unless the carpenter could work at super-human speed!   
 

Would be a great project for a retired handyperson, apprentice 
piece, or to give some meaning to furlough...Sample plans here:  
 

https://www.littlefreepantry.org/resources-1  (will confirm actual 
size). 
Please contact me if you'd like to find out more! 
Melanie 
0208 374 0509 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Mystery rose bush - Cover Photo 
 

ATTENTION all rose enthusiasts and 
church history buffs!  Can you identify this 
specimen growing in the southwest 
corner of the Sanctuary and the occasion 
of its planting?  Send answers to Editor by 
16 July for publishing in next issue. 
 

https://www.littlefreepantry.org/resources-1
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WE SHARE OUR PASTORATE WITH THE PONDERS END 
and WINCHMORE HILL URCs.  Listed below are their main 

contacts: 
Ponders End Church Secretary: Mrs Pat Lewis 

Winchmore Hill Church Secretary:  Vacant 
 

We are part of the Thames North Synod in which there 
are 120 United Reformed churches in six Areas, headed 
by a Synod Moderator.  The United Reformed Church 
in the United Kingdom has approx. 1,330 local 
Churches, 13 Synods and 43,200 members.  It meets every two years in General 
Assembly and has its central offices at 86 Tavistock Place, London WC1 9RT. 
Through our membership of the Council for World Mission we belong to the 
world-wide Church of Jesus Christ.  This is a Reformed and Congregational 
body for international exchange in Mission.  The United Reformed Church is 
one of 32 member Churches. 
 

We are a member of Churches Together in Palmers Green, Winchmore Hill and 
Grange Park (CTPGWHGP). In partnership with Church of England, Roman 
Catholic, Methodist and Baptist churches in our neighbourhood, we aim to 
explore the Christian faith together, and witness to the Gospel. 
 

Minister – Revd Melanie Smith 
e-mail: minister@palmersgreenurc.org.uk 
Telephone: 0208 374 0509 

Secretary - Mr Martin van Staveren  
e-mail: secretary@palmersgreenurc.org.uk 

Treasurer (Interim) - Mr Brian Hosier 
e-mail: brian@hosier.eclipse.co.uk 
 

Palmers Green United Reformed Church is at the corner of Fox Lane and Burford 
Gardens, London N13 4AL and online at both www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk and 
www.facebook.com/PGURC/ . Our magazine is published monthly and is printed by 
‘Office Interiors’ in Palmers Green using approx. 85% recycled paper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAGAZINE COPY DATES FOR AUGUST 2021 ISSUE 
Publication is scheduled on or before Saturday 24th July 2021.  
All copy, including Church Diary information, to be sent to Harry Goforth 
(preferably by email to: hbg@goforth.myzen.co.uk) by Friday morning  
16th July 2021. 

A B O U T   O U R   C H U R C H 
 

mailto:minister@palmersgreenurc.org.uk
mailto:secretary@palmersgreenurc.org.uk
mailto:brian@hosier.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/
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