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 Date Tim
e 

Service Worship Leader 

Sunday, June 6th 11am Communion Service Revd James Fields 

Sunday, June 13th 11am Morning Worship Dr Paul Ashitey 

Sunday, June 20th 11am Morning Worship Revd Emmanuel Frimpong 

Sunday, June 27th 11am Morning Worship Ms Jill Nugent 

 
 

Morning Worship is held every Sunday and includes Holy Communion on the 
first or second Sunday of each month.  Arrangements for additional services 
are publicised in advance. Christian Education for young people takes place 
during morning worship. 
 
 

BIBLE READINGS FOR JUNE 2021 WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

6th June 13th June 20th June 

Mark 3.20-35 
Genesis 3.8-15 
Psalm 130 
2 Corinthians 4.13 - 5.1 

Mark 4.26-34 
Ezekiel 17.22-24 
Psalm 92.1-4, 12-15 
2 Corinthians 5.6-10, 
(11-13), 14-17 

Mark 4.35-41 
Job 38.1-11 
Psalm 107.1-3, 23-32 
2 Corinthians 6.1-13 

27th June 
Mark 5.21-43 
Lamentations 3.23-33 
Psalm 30 
2 Corinthians 8.7-15 

 

W O R S H I P   S E R V I C E S   -   J U N E   2 0 2 1 
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Elders Meetings: 
Wednesday 21st July at 7.30 pm 
Tuesday 5th October at 8pm 
Wednesday 1st December at 7.30pm 

 

Church Meetings, at 1.15pm: 
Sunday 6th June 
Sunday 12th September 
Sunday 14th November (Annual Forum) 

 

‘A Place for Coffee’ – (Opening Date to be announced) 
 

Please also refer to the weekly Bulletin, available by email and by post, and to 
NewsShare email messages, for more up-to-date information about events.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2 0 2 1   C H U R C H   D I A R Y 

HALLS LETTING: Contact Mikayla Coote, Bookings Manager 
Tel: 01366 348190 | email: pgurcbookings@outlook.com  

Please visit our website for more details - 
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html  

 

mailto:pgurcbookings@outlook.com
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html
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June Prayer Calendar 
 

Here is our monthly prayer diary for June 2021, 
compiled by Richard Hill.  If you would like to 
contribute and compile a list of prayers for July, 
please contact Melanie or one of the elders. 
 

Editor’s Note:  The ‘Praying Hands’ image is a pen-and-
ink drawing by the German printmaker, painter and 
theorist Albrecht Dürer.  
 

The bible passages are Matthew 5: 3-12 and selected verses from 
Ecclesiastes 3: 2-8. 
 

Date Occasion/Bible 
verse 

Prayer 

Tue 1 June is SANDS 
awareness 
month 

Pray for families who have suffered a still 
birth or loss of a baby. Why not find out 
more about the Sands charity or make a 
donation?   https://www.sands.org.uk/ 

Wed 2 A time to be 
born, and a 
time to die 

Give thanks for any family you know who 
have rejoiced in a new arrival recently. 
Intercede for any family you know who 
have been bereaved recently. 

Thur 3  Pray for the church family with surnames 
from A to G (handbook around pages 5-6) 

Fri 4 Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the 
Kingdom of 
Heaven 

Pray for those who are struggling with 
their faith 

Sat 5 Today is World 
Environment 
Day 

Pray for the Climate Emergency and 
continuing efforts of nations to cut carbon 
emissions. Pray for our future endeavours 

P A S T O R A L   L E T T E R 
 

P R A Y E R   D I A R Y 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drawing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albrecht_D%C3%BCrer
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when we take our next steps as an Eco-
Church. 

Sun 6 A time to plant, 
and a time to 
pluck up what 
is planted 

Give thanks for farmers and agricultural 
workers who grow our food, and those in 
the supply chains who bring it to our 
shops and delivery warehouses 

Mon 7 Blessed are 
those who 
mourn, for they 
shall be 
comforted 

Pray for the bereaved, especially due to 
Covid 

Tue 8 A time to weep, 
and a time to 
laugh 

Pray for God’s comfort for any sadness 
that has come your way. Give thanks for 
any recent lol moments! 

Wed 9  Pray for the church family with surnames 
from H to L (handbook around page 7) 

Thur 10 Blessed are the 
meek, for they 
shall inherit the 
Earth 

In our fast paced and competitive society, 
pray that we can be a little more patient 
and humble when the occasion warrants 

Fri 11 A time to 
embrace, and a 
time to refrain 
from embracing 

While Covid restrictions may be easing by 
now, pray for those who have not 
properly met with their loved ones for a 
long time, especially those in care homes 

Sat 12 Blessed are 
those who 
hunger and 
thirst for 
righteousness, 
for they shall be 
satisfied 

Pray for people around the world living 
under oppressive regimes and unjust rules 
of law 

Sun 13 A time to seek 
and a time to 
lose 
 

Pray for God’s guidance for any new 
searching you have embarked on. If you 
have had to stop or give up something, 
pray that you can let go of it. 
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Mon 14 Blessed are the 
merciful, for 
they shall 
obtain mercy 

Pray for those who devote and risk their 
lives to helping others 

Tue 15  Pray for the church family with surnames 
from M to R (handbook around page 8) 

Wed 16 A time to keep 
and a time to 
cast away 

Pray for what you need and what you no 
longer require. Pray the same for the 
church. 

Thur 17 Blessed are the 
pure in heart, 
for they shall 
see God 

Pray that you might be a little purer 
yourself, whatever that could mean for 
you 

Fri 18 A time to rend 
and a time to 
sew 

Pray for those who work in sweatshops, 
that their employers will treat and pay 
them fairly 

Sat 19 Tomorrow is 
World Refugee 
Day.  

Pray for refugees around the world fleeing 
war, persecution and discrimination, and 
fearing for their lives if they return. Pray 
that receiving countries will treat them 
humanely and give them a fair hearing. 

Sun 20 Today is 
Fathers’ Day 

Give thanks for Dads and pray for those 
having limited contact with their children 

Mon 21 Today is the 
“longest day” 

Give thanks for the changing seasons and 
things we enjoy in the summer. 

Tue 22 Blessed are the 
peacemakers, 
for they shall be 
called children 
of God 

Pray for those around the world who work 
for peace 
 

Wed 23  Pray for the church family including our 
minister with surnames from S to Z 
(handbook around page 9) 

Thur 
24 

A time to keep 
silence and a 
time to speak 

Pray for discernment for when to hold 
back and when to speak out 
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Fri 25 Blessed are 
those who are 
persecuted for 
righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs 
is the Kingdom 
of Heaven 

Pray for people in parts of the world 
where they are not free to express and 
practise their faith or are imprisoned for 
doing so 
 

Sat 26 Today is Armed 
Forces Day 

Pray for the Army, RAF and Royal Navy, 
that their duties may be those of peaceful 
activities rather than having to engage in 
conflict 

Sun 27 A time to love 
and a time to 
hate 

Pray for the modern disease of online 
hate, that the perpetrators might think 
twice before posting something they 
wouldn’t say to someone’s face, and that 
the social media companies might find 
ways to improve the regulation of content 

Mon 28 Blessed are you 
when people 
revile you and 
persecute you 
and utter all 
kinds of evil 
against you 
falsely on my 
account 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in Heaven, for so people persecuted 
the prophets who were before you 

Tue 29  Pray for the church family living at a 
distance (handbook page 10) 

Wed 30 A time for war 
and a time for 
peace.  

Pray for those parts of the world where 
there is conflict, that peace may come 
sooner rather than later. Pray especially 
for Israel/Palestine, whatever the situation 
there today. 
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We are a group of different people looking for 

and finding, strength and meaning in God’s love. 
 

You will always be welcomed gladly. 
 

We worship and pray together. 
 

We learn about God’s love and forgiveness 

through Jesus, the Bible and with the help of each other. 
 

Together we will work to make Jesus present 

by loving actions done, and by loving words spoken, 

in this church and beyond these doors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News of Church Family 
From Barbara Crock 
 

Please pray for: 
 

Karen Gittens who is in the Acute Medical Unit at 
North Middlesex Hospital 
 

Pauline Westwood who is now back in The Hollies  
 
 

Online Bible Study 
From Revd Melanie Smith 
 

Our Zoom Bible Study starts with a new topic in June – we will be 
meeting on Saturday mornings at 9.30am on 12th June and 3rd July 2021. 
Please let Melanie know if you need the passcode to join us by phoning 
0208 374 0507. 
 

N E W S   O F   P E O P L E   &   E V E N T S 
 

O U R   M I S S I O N   S T A T E M E N T 
 



9 | PGURC Magazine | June 2021 Issue 
 

2021 Pentecost Celebration at PGURC 
by Harry Goforth 
 

Our well-attended Pentecost 
Celebration in the Sanctuary on 23 May 
2021, our first live worship service there 
since Easter Day 4 April 2021, was led by 
Mrs Michaela Lawrence (pictured right).  
Michaela (who originally grew up in 
Ponders End URC) is an Accredited URC 
Lay Preacher and Member of Epping 
Forest Community Church, Loughton. 
 

The call to worship began with Psalm 117, 
 

Praise the Lord, all you 
nations! 
Extol him, all you 
peoples! 
For great is his steadfast 
love towards us. 
And the faithfulness of 
the Lord  
Endures for ever. 
Praise the Lord! 
 

and we quietly sang the 
hymn ‘Praise to the Lord, 
the Almighty, the King of 
creation!’ to the 
traditional tune Lobe den 
Herren.  This was played 
on the organ by Robert 
Evans, and was followed 
by prayers, including ‘The 
Lord’s Prayer’. 
 

Brian Ball and Raymond Sharp welcome Martin 
and Elizabeth Langer using the church’s special 
Pentecost flags above. 
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Dr Paul Ashitey (left) then read 
from Acts 2, in which is described 
the astonishing and wonderful 
events that took place with the 
disciples on and immediately 
following the day of Pentecost.  
This was exactly seven weeks 
after Jesus arose from the dead 
and which coincided with the 
Jewish Festival of Weeks (50 days 
after Passover).  The apostles 
received the Holy Spirit just as 
Jesus had predicted, and this 
gave them amazing powers to 

speak in other languages, to 
preach the gospel, heal the 
sick and baptize those who 
wanted to follow Jesus. 
 

Mrs Lawrence then spoke at 
length on the meaning of 
Pentecost and led us in 
Intercessory Prayers.  John 
Strange also sang the 
hymns ‘Spirit of the living 
God’ by Daniel Iverson, and 
‘There’s a spirit in the air’ by 
John Wilson and Brian 
Wren, to piano 
accompaniment by Robert 
Evans (left).  We then 
watched a BBC Songs of 
Praise video of a Welsh 
congregation singing ‘Guide 

me, O thou great Jehovah’ by John Hughes and William Williams .  We 
concluded with a Benediction from Ephesians 3.20-21, and a beautiful 
postlude organ voluntary by Johann Pachelbel played by Robert Evans. 
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Children's Voices have a new 
Musical Director 
From Laurence Williams 
 
 

Children's Voices of Enfield (Formerly 
Children's International Voices) restarted in-
person rehearsals in mid-April under their 
new Musical Director, Laurence Williams 
(pictured right). Laurence has worked with 
youth choirs around the country, alongside 
being a freelance musician in London and is 
delighted to be working with the choir. He 
comes with ambitious plans to expand the 
choir and, in the future, looks to enter the 
choir into competitions and involve 
ourselves with external concerts. 
 
 

Many of you will know that Dr June Keyte 
who founded the choir, sadly passed away 
in September 2020. With her passing, her 
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husband Dr Christopher Keyte continues as our Treasurer and Welcome 
Guide.  
 
 

Currently, we have 15 children in the choir, and our numbers are building. 
The children (some shown in these photos) are working hard on various 
pieces by Besig, Britten and Mendelssohn, with a special piece being 
prepared in memoriam of Brian Smith, who was a keen supporter of the 
choir. We will be holding an informal concert on Sunday 27th June at 3pm 
which you are welcome to come and support. 
 

 

If you or your child is interested in joining, or you know of someone who 
would enjoy what we do, new members are more than welcome. Feel 
free to browse our website and/or come and see one of our rehearsals, 
details of which are online.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Note:  A tribute to Dr June Keyte was printed in the PGURC 
Magazine November 2020, page 16.   
 

More information about the choir can be found on their website at 
https://www.childrensinternationalvoices.org . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.childrensinternationalvoices.org/
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The Enfield Winter Night Shelter 2021: A New Normal 
(during Covid-19 Pandemic) by Estelle Müller 
 

March 2020: 
Due to the arrival of the Covid-19 virus, last year’s Shelter had to close one 
week early towards the end of March. We were informed that Homeless 
Guests would have to be placed in the Travel Lodge hotel on the A10. This 
was due to a Government regulation that all Homeless Guests should be 
housed in rooms and not in dormitory style accommodation as had been 
provided by the local churches in the past. Then we had Lockdown!!! 
 

Zoom Meetings during October – December 2020: 
Conor Cregan, Services Manager at All People All Places (APAP), invited 
the Enfield and Haringey 
Church Coordinators to 
attend Zoom meetings 
once a week between 
October and December 
2020. Jane Reed attended 
the first few meetings. 
After two or three 
sessions I took over as 
Coordinator for Palmers 
Green United Reformed 
Church and started to 
attend the Zoom 
meetings. Coordinators 
were informed that APAP 
had applied to Enfield 
Council for a suitable 
venue. Eventually Conor 
was given a five 
bedroomed property 
(pictured right) just off 

W I N T E R   N I G H T   S H E L T E R   N E W S 
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the A10 in Enfield. In Haringey, the Annexe at the Holy Innocents Church 
in Crouch End would also be used to house guests. 
 

Each week, the meetings continued, whilst APAP was still putting out 
requests for funding to pay the rent and obtain PPE resources and food 
for the venue in Enfield. Whilst at first the meetings included 
Coordinators from both boroughs, it was eventually agreed that we 
should separate at some point so that time was not wasted for the 
Enfield Coordinators. However, saying that, it was quite informative 
finding out how the Haringey teams were doing things. Holy Innocents 
opened their shelter in December. 
 

When the Enfield Coordinators commenced the Zoom meetings, it was 
clear that there were many issues to deal with, and although we were 
given a loose framework within which to work, in my view, I believe that 
Conor was expecting the coordinators to come up with ideas and to take 
a greater lead on how the Shelter was going to run. Sure enough, we 
clarified a few issues and made suggestions. Some were taken on board 
and others shelved. Conor also introduced us to Jacek Malinowski (Night 
Shelter Project Coordinator) whom he had employed as lead person for 
all coordinators. We were informed that he would be the main contact for 
us, he would provide the APAP Handbook, which he did and any problems 
we had would go to him. For some reason, it did not work out that way. 
As the organisation of the running of the shelters evolved, it became clear 
that Jacek was dealing with Holy Innocents and Conor with the Enfield 
venue whilst at the same time overseeing the whole project. 
 

Shifts: 
Coordinators were informed that the Winter Night Shelters (WNS) would 
have to change the way it functioned during 2020/21 due to Covid-19, the 
Pandemic. Consequently, APAP created a ‘New Model’ by running the 
WNS in a residential home. The Enfield venue would house five guests of 
both genders and the shelter would run from 7th January – 1st April, ‘21: 
twelve weeks. I gathered all this information, entitled Enfield Winter 
Night Shelter - ‘A New Model’: A guide for Shelter Volunteers, and sent it 
out to volunteers so that they would be aware of what to expect this 
year. Evidently there were concerns about safety and transmission under 
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Covid times.  Volunteers were then asked if they wanted to continue 
under these guidelines.  
 

The shifts were not going to run like they had in the past, again, due to 
Covid. To avoid large gatherings of people, we were asked to do two 
hourly shifts in pairs: Evening Shifts, 5 – 7pm, 7 – 9 pm, 9 – 11pm, Night 
shift, 11pm – 7am and Morning Shift, 6.30 – 8.30am. Only the night shift 
stayed a longer period. However, to cover the shifts, some volunteers 
offered to do two shifts: either (5-7, 7-9pm) or (7-9, 9-11pm). This helped 
immensely with the rota and the guests could get to know the volunteers 
more quickly. The Morning shift would get feedback from the night shift, 
clean up the accessible areas, kitchen and tidy the food, perhaps freeze 
some for another night. 
 

DBS: 
Coordinators were informed that all volunteers working at the shelter 
would be required to have a DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) check 
before starting. 
 

Covid Vaccination: 
At an early stage during the shelter, information came to Conor saying 
that all volunteers were working in a role as Carers and therefore were 
eligible to have the vaccine. All they needed was confirmation from Conor 
that they were working at the Shelter. Some volunteers took advantage 
of this opportunity. 
 

Safeguarding: 
Jacek sent out a link about online training for Safeguarding. We were 
asked to make sure that all volunteers completed this online training and 
send their certificates to the Coordinators to keep, presumably as proof 
of having fulfilled the training. All volunteers were asked to move around 
the venue in pairs and were informed never to be alone with guests. 
Additionally, if guests became unwell, we were informed that we would 
have to assess the symptoms and if we felt it was serious and seemed 
more like Covid, Conor would have to be contacted and the guest would 
have to be transported to APAP’s Cranwood Hub in Muswell Hill for 
isolation. 
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PPE: 
In preparation for starting work at the shelter in January, I ordered some 
PPE materials: gloves, masks, aprons and sanitisers and name labels for 
volunteers. Conor did say that APAP would be providing PPE for 
everyone. However, he also said that it would be helpful if church teams 
could also provide some. I also bought cleaning materials for use there. 
 

Each week, I took the PPE and cleaning materials to the venue for our 
team, making sure that all that was required was available and not simply 
relying on APAP’s provision as I would not have been informed from week 
to week as to what was lacking. 
 

Recruiting Volunteers: 
I was originally given a list of volunteers from previous years by the 
previous coordinator. At the same time as having the Zoom meetings, I 
sent out emails to those volunteers asking if they would be willing to 
continue as a shelter volunteer again this year. Unfortunately, due to the 
difficulties with Covid -19 and the Lockdown, many chose to opt out this 
year for a variety of understandable reasons. Consequently, our numbers 
began to look quite low. Jane tried to do some recruiting at St Paul’s 
Church, Winchmore Hill and Reverend Gascoigne, representing Churches 
Together, created a poster by acquiring relevant information from me, to 
recruit volunteers, an additional coordinator and asking for monetary 
donations. Between the two of them we managed to get enough 
volunteers to run the shelter for our allocated time. Unfortunately, as 
time went on a few more volunteers dropped out which meant I had to 
ask the existing volunteers if they would be willing to offer more shifts. 
Some could oblige for which I expressed my gratitude. Many of our 
volunteers are retired and ‘vulnerable’ people and there are those who 
look after vulnerable members of their families. Covid-19 was affecting 
large numbers of our population in the UK and I suppose many were 
feeling very apprehensive. 
 

During this period Shelter work was becoming stressful. However, I tried 
to keep calm and carried on particularly as I did not manage to recruit 
another Coordinator. Eventually, I had to recruit my husband Clem, when 
a shortage of volunteers became apparent. Fortunately, he agreed, and I 
then went ahead to work on the rota.  
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The Shelter Rota: 
I began work on the rota, trying to bear in mind the requests of each 
volunteer. This was quite a mammoth task. After four attempts, I 
managed to finally get the rota done which I then sent out to the 
volunteers for comments. After a few minor amendments, it was done in 
time for me to put it aside during the Christmas period.  
 

Greggs: 
In previous years, Greggs have always donated their ‘End of Day’ 
sandwiches and small cakes in support of the Winter Night Shelter. 
However, because of the Pandemic and a financial set back, Greggs began 
closing several of their branches. The Palmers Green branch was affected 
by this.  
 

I tried to contact the London Managers for Greggs but to no avail. I 
contacted their Head Office in Newcastle who then informed me that 
many of their staff had left the company. I was informed that I would 
have to do an Online application which I did. Again, to no avail. I then 
decided that I would approach the allocated ‘Greggs pick up volunteer’ 
about making sandwiches each week so that guests could leave on 
Thursday mornings with a packed lunch. This was all agreed.   
 

Meals for the 
Guests: 
From the list of 
volunteers we had, 
one person was 
allocated as 
coordinator for 
the cooks. She 
organised the rota 
for the cooks and 
the meals for each 
week. My job was 
simply to inform 
her how many 
guests we had The Kitchen, with door leading to the garden 
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each week and any dietary requirements as early as I possibly could. 
Unfortunately, this became a small problem when I did not get the 
information early enough to inform the cooks’ coordinator. Our Greggs 
person also had to be informed of this information. As the weeks went on 
it was decided that perhaps it might be better to buy ready meals for the 
guests rather than have cooked meals. We had a Zoom meeting about it 
and the other teams all agreed on this strategy. 
 

I decided that I was going to discuss the matter with Andrea, our cooks’ 
coordinator. We both felt that, as we had the required number of cooks 
and they were willing, that we would continue to cook meals rather than 
buy ready meals. It was considered nicer for guests to have a home 
cooked meal. Although we tried to cater for our Muslim guests with a 
veggie meal, I sometimes felt that it was inadequate, so I would cook a 
separate Halal meal for individual guests, providing chicken or fish for 
them. Fortunately, all our meals were used up and didn’t create a problem 
of wastage, because sometimes other coordinators found this to be the 
case.  
 

How the Shifts ran for the PGURC Team: 
I would arrive around 
4.45pm each 
Wednesday to open 
the shelter venue. I 
would take the PPE 
equipment and put 
them out on a chair at 
the front door so that 
all those entering 
would be able to put 
on masks, aprons, 
gloves before going 
further into the 
house. 
 

Secondly, I would 
sanitise, together 
with the volunteers 

Estelle in the Kitchen/Diner, in full PPE gear, with packed 
lunch bags on shelf behind 
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that were on the 5-7pm shift, the accessible / communal areas. Then, I 
would empty the shopping I had bought which normally consisted of 
fruit, carton juices, small bottles of water, crisps, snack chocolates, 
croissants, pains au chocolat (for breakfast) and any other items asked for 
by the previous night’s coordinator. We would then start making up the 
packed lunch bags and leave them aside for the next morning.  
 

When the cooks arrived with the cooked meals placed in individual plastic 
containers, we would put them in the fridge for the guests. The sandwich 
volunteer would arrive with the sandwiches, either before or after that, 
and we would also put these in the fridge having tidied it up on arrival to 
make room for the meals. Whilst doing our work, we would wait for the 
guests to arrive.  
 

 
 

During mid-March, one of the guests had a birthday, so Cassie, the cook 
for that week, brought along a birthday cake and I bought a card to be 
signed by volunteers on the shift and we celebrated it with him. We left 
enough cake for the other guests to share (photo next page). 
 

Each week I brought along a printed proforma with the guests’ names 
requesting information such as: arrival/departure times, whether each 
guest had a dinner, a breakfast and took a packed lunch. There was also 
space for any relevant notes. Each shift would complete these 
accordingly. I would then use this information to write my Log to send to 
Conor/Jacek and all Coordinators, thus keeping them informed. There was 

Guest: Ohhh…. I love it when you guys 

come! 

Estelle: Why? 

Guest: You bring all these lovely things 

to eat and the place is so nice and clean!
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a laptop and mobile phone at the venue, but its use never really got off 
the ground. Perhaps other coordinators used them, but I preferred to do 
my Log from home. 
 

Guests: 
In January we started off 
with about three or four 
guests. As the time went 
on the numbers 
increased to a full house. 
Some stayed only one 
night and others for the 
duration. During the last 
month, the lounge was 
converted into a sixth 
bedroom, so the 
volunteers were 
confined to the dining 
room and kitchen. 
Volunteers soon found 
out that their role was 
more of a supervisory one and not as it was before.  
 

The guests would have to be more self-sufficient: serve their own food, 
(provided by the church teams), heat up and wash up. They would have 
to make their own breakfast and again wash up, clean their own rooms 
and bathrooms after use and wash their own bed linen. There was a 
dishwasher, washing machine and dryer available for use. However, for 
health and safety reasons guests were not allowed to use the cooker. To 
avoid too many gatherings, guests could eat in their rooms or in the 
dining room but socially distanced. Volunteers would encourage them to 
eat, including a dessert. 
 

All guests would have to wear a mask in all communal areas and if they 
didn’t or forgot, volunteers would remind them and perhaps provide 
them with a mask. Whenever the guests came to the dining/kitchen areas, 
volunteers would take the opportunity to have conversations with them 
mainly about general matters. We were not allowed to ask for personal 

A Guest getting his slice of Birthday cake out to eat 
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details and that applied to the guests too. At the beginning there was a 
reluctance on both sides to talk but as we became more familiar with 
each other we had more interesting conversations: Analysing Bible 
stories, Philosophical issues, Language lessons, Hopes and Dreams, etc. 
 

Conclusion: 
To conclude, the Winter Night Shelter in Enfield went ahead and was 
successful from our point of view despite Covid-19. Coordinators and 
volunteers had to be flexible and resourceful. As the guests left the house 
to start at their new abodes, they expressed their appreciation of our 
work, the things we did to make their stay there less stressful, and we 
wished them every success in their future lives. 
 

I would personally like to thank each of you, our volunteers, for opting to 
be a volunteer this year and for your full support throughout the twelve 
weeks. Without you, our guests would not have had the experience of 
meeting you all and benefitting from your care throughout the winter 
months. Thank you, Michelle, Steven, Shelley, John, Morna, Sarah, Greg, 
Linda, Elouise, Debbie, Richard, Alison, Clem, Velia, Cassie, Andrea, 
Sharon, Jill, Alison, Joyce, Gonul, Jane, Ann, John Strange and Reverend 
Gascoigne. 
 

I would also like to thank all those who made financial contributions to 
support the Shelter this year particularly Vinitha, Anne Marie, Christine 
and those who contributed directly to the Church Shelter Fund. 
 

Estelle Müller, PGURC WNS Coordinator, 2021 
 
 
 

Winter Night Shelter 2021: Comments from Volunteers 
 

From Jill Ashcroft, 2.4.21 
I don’t have anything to add to your article unless you would like to 
include thanks on behalf of us all for your commitment to the Shelter and 
the great communication and organisation from you and Andrea. And for 
the encouragement and enthusiasm as it must have been a really difficult 
year to run this. 
With best wishes 
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From Shelley Hurley, 10.4.21 
Thank you for your kind words, much appreciated. And thank you for 
being such a great leader! It was such a pleasure to work with you.  
You were so organised, hard-working, caring and thought of everything 
to make it work and help the guests, including extra little things like 
feeding the Muslim guest when the food wasn’t suitable for him. And 
sending us a thank you email each week was really appreciated. Your 
attention to detail was second to none! 
Hopefully, you will be running it again next year! 
 

From Debbie Lucas Georgiou, 9.4.21 
Unfortunately, my expectations of helping out in the night shelter were 
different from my experience. I felt like a cleaner than anything else and a 
bit of a spare part. However, considering the pandemic, the 
arrangements for the residents were really good. The whole operation 
seems to have been run in a very organised and totally professional 
manner. We had one incident which seem to have been dealt with 
promptly with no further ones to follow. On a positive note, it was lovely 
to meet and chat with the residents when they had time to stay for 
breakfast. Overall, it was a brilliant community scheme to help those in 
need. 
 

From Michelle Hurley, 14.4 21 
I really enjoyed the shelter this year, despite the new restrictions. 
However, I do prefer how it is usually, with everyone together, sharing a 
meal etc. As the guests had their own rooms, a lot of them spent most of 
their time in them, which made it difficult to connect with them or have a 
conversation. Although it was nice for them to have their own room and 
some space/privacy. Some of them enjoyed the company and would eat 
with us and have a chat/cup of tea, which was nice. I think it was also 
good for the guests not to have to move around every day to a different 
shelter. In previous shelters, I have taken board games/cards to play with 
the guests and found that this was a really good way to connect with 
them, get them to open up and get to know them. Playing games etc was 
something in common to talk about and get them to bond with each 
other and have a good time, especially the quieter more reserved ones 
that might find it difficult to join in conversations or open up. So, I 
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thought it was a shame that we were unable to do that this year, with the 
restrictions. I felt really happy to have made a difference when welcoming 
guests, helping and advising them, getting to know them, having a chat 
and seeing that the conversations had cheered them up and made them 
feel cared for. If I could change one thing about the shelter generally, it 
would be to be given some information about the guests so that we have 
some awareness of them, their backgrounds and needs. 
 

From Alison Stiles, 2.4.21 
Andrea may have passed on that guests should be informed that a meal 
will be prepared for them and that usually they should inform you if it’s 
not required. 
On delivering food the atmosphere at the house that greeted me of 
warmth and welcome was tangible. Thanks to your wonderful team. 
 

From Elouise Nell, 10.4.21 
Thank you very much & yes, I would love to be able to work with you & 
your team again next winter. 
Someone actually asked me about my experience at the shelter this 
morning and I replied that I was very happy & felt privileged to be part of 
such a community initiative. It was very well co-ordinated and it reminded 
me of the importance of gratitude. We as a family have sat down 
to find ways to incorporate more gratitude in our daily 
lives. Thank you for the opportunity Estelle. 
 

From Sharon, 8.4.21 
I feel that I am not in a position to contribute greatly to your article as I 
was rather only ever a ‘drop off’ contributor! 
However, as you are aware, with Greggs not donating this year we 
required sandwiches to be prepared for the guests’ Thursday packed 
lunches.  
I enjoyed helping the ‘night shelter team’ preparing the sandwiches for 
most of the weeks. It was good to know that the guests would be 
receiving a nutritional sandwich in their packed lunches.  
I think you did a marvellous job in coordinating the project and I hope you 
had a relaxing Easter recovering! 
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From Linda Nevin Drummond, 9.4.21 
Thank you; hard work definitely over and above the call of duty as you 
never seem to be absent on Wednesday nights and Thursday mornings as 
well as doing all the behind-the-scenes preparation and keeping us all 
motivated on emails! 
 

From Clem Muller, 28.4.21 
In the few times I was on shift at the house, there was really not much for 
me to do as most of the work had been done before my 9 – 11pm shift. I 
basically supervised.  By that time most of the guests were in their rooms, 
so I did not really get a chance to get to know them. It was interesting 
getting to know the other colleagues on duty with me. On some 
occasions, it became clear how small the world in which we live really is. 
 

From Velia Soames, 15.4.21 
Thank you so much for your lovely email.  I think you need to have a bit of 
a rest because you were topping and tailing all the Wednesday sessions, 
and had the stress of managing the rota - that’s a lot of work. 
On a lighter note, I thought we were all a great team too! But perhaps the 
guests should be the judge of that, so it’s good to hear that they 
expressed their appreciation.  
 

From Joyce Leedham, 2.4.21 
Dear Andrea and Estelle, 
I hope the last week of the WNS passed off successfully.  
I think you and your teams must be congratulated on being so flexible in 
adapting and organising a night shelter under such difficult conditions this 
year. Speaking as a very small cog at the end of the chain, it seems to me 
to have run as a very slick, well - oiled machine in spite of these unusual   
circumstances. The communication has been simple and effective, and I 
have felt well informed all along.  
I hope the guests have found suitable accommodation for afterwards. 
 

From Andrea de Lucy, Cooks’ Coordinator, 9.4.21 
Although I have contributed to the night shelter many times over the 
years, this was my first time as the Cooks’ Coordinator. It was with some 
trepidation that I agreed to take on this role and my nervousness 
increased as England entered into another national lockdown in January. I 
also work full time (at the moment in a COVID-19 communications role) 
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and have two young children – who were no longer going to school due 
to the restrictions!  
My primary concern was of course in relation to the increasing rate of 
coronavirus infections in Enfield. I was worried about the safety of the 
guests, the volunteers and those visiting the premises to deliver food and 
other supplies. However, Estelle’s emails allayed my concerns, somewhat, 
when it became clear that the WNS was to be made as Covid-secure as 
possible.  
My second worry was regarding trips to the supermarket and purchasing 
food supplies. We can all remember those devastating pictures from 
March and April 2020, when supermarket shelves were left empty by a 
gale of shoppers spurred on by fear and selfishness. I also did not want 
cooks to make unnecessary, multiple trips to the supermarket (in-line 
with government guidance), which is why it was important to agree in 
advance which dishes would be required. It was here that we perhaps 
encountered a problem. It was difficult to know from one week to the 
next how many guests we’d be catering for and which had special dietary 
requirements. Estelle did her very best to get information as early on as 
possible. In future, it would be helpful if information could be gathered 
and supplied in a timelier manner, if possible.  
I was however extremely lucky this year. All the cooks were responsive, 
happy to adapt and be flexible and were always cheery in our 
correspondence to each other. I was lucky to have a fantastic team of 
excellent cooks and I know that every meal was well received by guest 
and volunteers alike.  
We decided, where possible, to divide the food in advance into individual 
portions into plastic tubs. This worked well, I think, and gave the guests 
the option of taking the meal away with them. It also was useful to think 
about food waste. By cooking only what was necessary, I hope we 
managed to throw away less food this year. Plastic tubs are not 
particularly environmentally friendly, I know, but they worked best in the 
circumstances.  
Estelle and I discussed at one point whether we should purchase ready 
meals for the guests, an option that was taken up by another one of the 
voluntary groups helping with the shelter. We decided not to go down 
this route. Ready meals are rarely nutritious or cost effective, and we felt 
that the guests deserved home-cooked meals made with thought and 
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care. I loved the idea of the packed lunches. I know it was disappointing 
not to have Greggs participate this year, but how pleasant to have a 
nutritious, thoughtful lunch to take away every Thursday morning. Great 
idea.  
Looking ahead, and depending on the situation next year, it might be 
important that we maintain some of the health and safety precautions, 
with an emphasis on lateral flow (rapid) testing for coronavirus for 
volunteers and guests. I’d also be interested to know whether the guests 
require any other essentials – would sanitary products be helpful for 
example? There was an interesting Maundy Thursday Thought for the Day 
on BBC R4 by Revd Lucy Winkett. She spoke of the dignity of being clean 
and the indignity, not to mention the danger in the middle of a pandemic, 
of being dirty. So, along with a nutritious meal and a handy packed lunch, 
could we consider a takeaway cleanliness pack? Something to consider.  
Lastly, I would like to end by thanking everyone for their help, support 
and good cheer. I hope the guests are now moving into more permanent 
homes and they have the support and advice they need. 
 

Editor’s Note: More information about All People All Places can be found 
on their website at https://www.allpeopleallplaces.org/ . 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

What’s Going on Here? 
Welcome back to services in our Sanctuary at Palmers Green URC. We 
now intend to hold regular services every Sunday at 11am, starting 23 
May 2021.  We look forward to seeing everyone again, as we share in 
worship together. 
 

If you would like to access our online 6pm Sunday Worship for the first 
time, please contact our Minister so you can receive her email 
notifications each week.  If you do not have Internet access, there is still 
an alternative that some of us have been using.  Melanie and Mark are 
recording a short 7-minute message for each Sunday which you can 
listen to by ringing 020 3389 6021.  There will be a new message every 

N O T I C E B O A R D 
 

https://www.allpeopleallplaces.org/
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Sunday.  The cost of making the call is the standard local call rate, which 
is often free in most peoples' phone packages. 
 

We will continue to send out copies of our weekly Sunday Bulletin and 
Monthly Magazine by email.  If you don’t currently get these, please ask 
Harry Goforth to add you to the mailing list.  This will help us all to keep in 
touch with news of our Church Family and maintain our Church 
community life.  Items to include in the Bulletin or Magazine can be sent 
to Jean and Harry, respectively. 
 

Eco Church – ‘Churches Count on Nature’ 
 

From 5-13 June 2021, in partnership with 
Caring for God’s Acre and the Church of 
England Environment programme, A Rocha 
(Eco Church) is asking churches to run 
a wildlife-count in their churchyards or 
nearby land.  
 

A Rocha hopes that this project will facilitate 
churches taking action for nature where they 
are. 
 

For more information about this initiative and 
about Eco Church, look on these websites:  
 

https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/expression-
of-interest-in-churches-count-on-nature-
2021/churches-count-on-nature-faqs/ and 
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/how-eco-church-
works/ . 
 

QuiZoom India Appeal results 
 

The QuiZoom for our India Appeal raised over £550.  If people weren't 
able to attend, yet want to support the appeal, please do so through 
www.give.net/IndiaAppeal2021 .  Any contributions will be a great 
encouragement to the staff of KSN Hospital, who are struggling to meet 
the demands of the local community with very few resources.  
 

https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/expression-of-interest-in-churches-count-on-nature-2021/churches-count-on-nature-faqs/
https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/expression-of-interest-in-churches-count-on-nature-2021/churches-count-on-nature-faqs/
https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/expression-of-interest-in-churches-count-on-nature-2021/churches-count-on-nature-faqs/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/how-eco-church-works/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/how-eco-church-works/
http://www.give.net/IndiaAppeal2021
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WE SHARE OUR PASTORATE WITH THE PONDERS END 
and WINCHMORE HILL URCs.  Listed below are their main 

contacts: 
Ponders End Church Secretary: Mrs Pat Lewis 

Winchmore Hill Church Secretary:  Vacant 
 

We are part of the Thames North Synod in which there 
are 120 United Reformed churches in six Areas, headed 
by a Synod Moderator.  The United Reformed Church 
in the United Kingdom has approx. 1,330 local 
Churches, 13 Synods and 43,200 members.  It meets every two years in General 
Assembly and has its central offices at 86 Tavistock Place, London WC1 9RT. 
Through our membership of the Council for World Mission we belong to the 
world-wide Church of Jesus Christ.  This is a Reformed and Congregational 
body for international exchange in Mission.  The United Reformed Church is 
one of 32 member Churches. 
 

We are a member of Churches Together in Palmers Green, Winchmore Hill and 
Grange Park (CTPGWHGP). In partnership with Church of England, Roman 
Catholic, Methodist and Baptist churches in our neighbourhood, we aim to 
explore the Christian faith together, and witness to the Gospel. 
 

Minister – Revd Melanie Smith 
e-mail: minister@palmersgreenurc.org.uk 
Telephone: 0208 374 0509 

Secretary - Mr Martin van Staveren  
e-mail: secretary@palmersgreenurc.org.uk 

Treasurer (Interim) - Mr Brian Hosier 
e-mail: brian@hosier.eclipse.co.uk 
 

Palmers Green United Reformed Church is at the corner of Fox Lane and Burford 
Gardens, London N13 4AL and online at both www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk and 
www.facebook.com/PGURC/ . Our magazine is published monthly and is printed by 
‘Office Interiors’ in Palmers Green using approx. 85% recycled paper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAGAZINE COPY DATES FOR JULY 2021 ISSUE 
Publication is scheduled on or before Saturday 26th June 2021.  
All copy, including Church Diary information, to be sent to Harry Goforth 
(preferably by email to: hbg@goforth.myzen.co.uk) by Friday morning  
18th June 2021. 

A B O U T   O U R   C H U R C H 
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