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The following services in the Sanctuary are provisional, but online services 
will still be available to view.  Please consult the Weekly Bulletin and 
contact our Minister to enroll in her email notifications for more up-to-
date information. 
 

 Date Time Service Worship Leader 

Sunday, Jan 17th 11:00am Morning Worship Mr Martin Wells 

Sunday, Jan 24th 11:00am Morning Worship 
(Week of prayer for 
Christian Unity) 

Pulpit Exchange 

Sunday, Jan 31st 11:00am Morning Worship Revd Melanie Smith 

BIBLE READINGS FOR JANUARY 2021 WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

3rd January 10th January 17th January 

Matthew 2.1-12 
Isaiah 60.1-6 
Psalm 72.1-7, 10-14 
Ephesians 3.1-12 

Mark 1.4-11 
Genesis 1.1-5 
Psalm 29 
Acts 19.1-7 

John 1.43-51 
1 Samuel 3.1-10 (11-20) 
Psalm 139.1-6, 13-18 
1 Corinthians 6.12-20 

24th January 31st January 
Mark 1.14-20 
Jonah 3.1-5, 10 
Psalm 62.5-12 
1 Corinthians 7.29-31 

Mark 1.21-28 
Deuteronomy 18.15-20 
Psalm 111 
1 Corinthians 8.1-13 

 
 
 
 

W O R S H I P   S E R V I C E S   -   J A N U A R Y   2 0 2 1 
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Elders Meetings: 
Monday 8th February at 8pm 
Wednesday 7th April at 7.30pm 
Tuesday 25th May at 8pm 
Wednesday 21st July at 7.30 pm 
Tuesday 5th October at 8pm 
Wednesday 1st December at 7.30pm 

 

Church Meetings, at 1.15pm: 
Sunday 14th February 
Sunday 6th June 
Sunday 12th September 
Sunday 14th November (Annual Forum) 

 

‘A Place for Coffee’ – (Opening Date to be announced) 
 

Please also refer to the weekly Bulletin, available by email and by post, and to 
NewsShare email messages, for more up-to-date information about events.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 0 2 1   C H U R C H   D I A R Y 

HALLS LETTING: Contact Mikayla Coote, Bookings Manager 
Tel: 01366 348190 | email: pgurcbookings@outlook.com  

Please visit our website for more details - 
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html  

 

mailto:pgurcbookings@outlook.com
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html
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Vision 2020 
 
 

Twelve months ago, we wrote in our 
church magazines about Vision 2020, 
the programme launched by the 
United Reformed Church about ten 
years ago now, designed to help us all 
look at our mission purpose. 
 
 

None of us, we are sure, would have 
expected that the way in which we ‘do’ 
church would have changed in the last 
twelve months as much as it has done. 
 
 

Transferring what we do online, distributing paper copies of services and 
engaging with others when we have not been able to be physically 
present with them has been a challenge for all of us. 
 
 

But as we re-consider those statements that Vision 2020 urged us to 
consider, has something happened to us in our churches these past 
twelve months?  Are we standing still as Christian communities or has 
there been growth of any kind? 
 
 

The ten statements of Vision 2020 urged us to look at one or more of the 
following: 
 
 

Spirituality and Prayer, Identity, Christian Ecumenical Partnerships, 
Community partnerships, Hospitality and Diversity, Evangelism, 
Church Growth, Global Partnerships, Justice and Peace and the 
integrity of creation. 
 

P A S T O R A L   L E T T E R 
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Think for a moment or two about each of those headings and ask yourself 
whether those have changed, developed or been affected by what has 
actually gone on in 2020. 
 
 

Please don’t simply read this page and ignore it – take some time out to 
think and pray through these things. 
 
 

For us, this past year has been an immense challenge and our ministry has 
changed. We are also very conscious that in all likelihood our ministry will 
keep on changing in the weeks and months ahead. 
 
 

We hope that we will be able to encourage growth in all the churches in 
the Enfield and the East Hertfordshire Local Area Group in some of these 
areas in the months ahead, but nothing will happen unless all of us 
together set our hearts and minds to follow in Christ’s footsteps and obey 
whatever the Holy Spirit guides us all to do. 
 
 

So, as we prepare for a New Year, and what we hope will be a healthier 
and happier one for all of us, let us open our hearts to God’s word to us 
today and “press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of 
God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14) 
 
 

May God be with you all at the start of the New Year. 
 
 

Peace and Love 
Your ministers, 
Mark and Melanie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Tip:  Try out ‘Veganuary’ to slash your carbon emissions!  The 
biggest source of CO2 emissions, soil pollution and ocean pollution when 
it comes to food is the intensive farming of meat and dairy.  How about 
making a pledge for veg?  Eat more veg and less meat!  You could also try 
‘Fish-free February’ to help preserve our oceans. 
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Advent Letter 2020 
From Revd Dr Andrew Prasad 
 
 

We are entering the 
Advent season and as the 
year draws to a close, it 
may leave us with 
unpleasant memories. We 
need advent hope more 
than ever before and 
should remember that 
‘fear not’ is said to be the 
most common 
commandment in the 
Bible.  
 
 

2020 has been a difficult year even though it started on a positive note. 
The Synod leaders met in February to think about ‘Re-visioning the Synod 
phase 2’.  Then the Covid-19 pandemic was declared across the world, 
something our generation has never before seen.   
 
 

Nothing has remained the same. Lockdowns, Covid-19 related illnesses 
and deaths, pressure on the National Health Service and public funds, 
economic downturn including severe effects on the aviation, holiday and 
hospitality industries, rising domestic abuse and mental stress are only a 
few things in a long list. The commercial letting of church buildings has 
been heavily reduced. Consequently, many churches suffered loss of 
income and for some it became a matter of survival.  
 
 

The challenges also led to heroism and a resolve to combat and survive. 
The bravery of NHS staff and other key workers will never be forgotten. 
Benevolence and neighbourliness in communities, support for those on 
low income, the work of charities, a low carbon footprint, health 

T H A M E S   N O R T H   S Y N O D   M O D E R A T O R 
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awareness, connecting with nature and spirituality are a few positive 
aspects to cite among many. Churches learnt to use a virtual platform for 
worship and meetings. Local pastoral care increased. Thanks to the 
efforts of medical research vaccines have been produced. 
 
 

The year 2020 forced us to closely experience uncertainty in life. Our 
confidence and pride in having control over our lives and the world was 
swept away. We have been left with few options but to ‘trust God’ who 
controls us and our universe. For so long these words were empty 
theological and liturgical jargon. It is said that we reap what we sow, and 
we now face the consequences of having abused our planet and being 
greedy in the use of science and technology to gain more power and 
wealth.  
 
 

Those who were brought up in the developing world are aware of the 
conditions of daily-wage earners, those living their whole lives on the 
footpath, prostitutes who are ill and unable to do business and hospitals 
without medicines. I have witnessed such true stories on the streets of 
Kolkata.  I would not wish such a life on anyone; these people taught me a 
lesson. Despite little certainty about their next meal, they were gifted 
with the will to survive and an amazing trust in God’s providence.  
 
 

We shall soon celebrate the birth of a child, a vulnerable and dependent 
baby, who brings salvation 
to humanity. The birth of a 
child is a gift from God. But 
we must care for and 
nurture the gift in order to 
receive God’s blessings. 
According to Luke, the 
shepherds were astonished 
when they heard the 
message and they rushed to 
see the child. They rejoiced 
and praised God after they 
had left the manger scene. 
They symbolise innocent 
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trust in God. We need to return to that simplicity of life and faith in our 
over-developed world and re-discover the notion of humanity. 
   
 

On a personal note, everyone has so far been fine in my family. I am 
looking forward to my retirement, at the end of May 2021 after 12 years in 
the role of Synod Moderator and 42 years overall in ministry in various 
roles, from local to global.  
 
I started my ministry in 1978 as a Deacon and was ordained as Presbyter in 
1981 in the Church of North India (CNI). Major periods of my ministry have 
been in CNI, Council for World Mission and the United Reformed Church.  
 
Kiran and I plan to retire in South London, and I am trying to find out 
whether the long years of ministry have left me with any hobbies that I 
can rekindle in retirement.  
 
 

The good news is that Rev George Watt has been nominated as Thames 
North Synod’s new Moderator, to start his role from 1 June 2021. I felt a 
true sense of relief when the nomination was announced. George comes 
with many gifts, much experience and strong leadership qualities. Please 
welcome him. I have been blessed with tremendous support, trust and 
goodwill from pastorates, leaders, ministers and colleagues in Thames 
North Synod and I appeal to you to extend the same to George.   
 
 

I feel a sense of fulfilment as I reach the 
end of my formal ministry; the informal 
will of course continue. I have enjoyed 
serving the URC Thames North Synod and 
I shall keep the precious memories of our 
shared joy, pain and laughter close to my 
heart.  
 
 

I wish you a merry Christmas and a happy 
New Year 
 

Andrew Prasad 
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January Prayer Calendar 
 

Here is our monthly prayer diary for January 
2021, compiled by Fredwyn Hosier.  If you 
would like to contribute and compile a list of 
prayers for February, please contact Melanie 
or one of the elders. 
 
 

1st  
We give thanks for the new year but pray for 
all who live in fear for what 2021 might bring. 
 

2nd 
Lord, still the storms of our hearts, and quench the fear in our souls. 
 

3rd 
Many of us are tired, confused and anxious.  Lift us up and strengthen us. 
 

4th 
Pray for kindness.  That we may give it and receive it in abundance. 
 

5th 
Pray for your faith to be strengthened and your trust in God to be strong 
and sure. 
 

6th 
Pray that we might, like the wise men, journey to the manger and beyond. 
And offer our gifts to the Lord. 
 

7th 
Give thanks for your baptism and for each one of us who belongs to God 
through that precious sacrament. 
 

8th 
Pray for all who are fearful.  Give your own fears to God and rest in the 
reassurance of God’s love. 
 
 

P R A Y E R   D I A R Y 
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9th 
Pray for all who are sick.  Especially those known to us. Name them now 
and seek healing for them. 
 

10th 
Pray for all who care for the sick, both professionals and non-
professionals.  Pray for their health and strength that they can care for 
those in need of their skills. 
 

11th 
Pray for our neighbours.  For people of faith and no faith. Give thanks for 
diversity.  And for those who have come out from behind closed doors to 
answer the question, ‘Who is my neighbour?’ 
 

12th 
Pray for young people, especially any who are struggling in these times of 
uncertainty.  Name those known to you and pray that God will shelter 
them under their wings. 
 

13th 
Pray for older people and give thanks for their wisdom and love. Help us 
to care for them and to ease their loneliness in the isolation of the COVID 
virus.  Wrap them in your loving arms while we cannot wrap them in ours. 
 

14th 
Pray for the in-betweens.  People often forgotten as they don’t seem as 
vulnerable as the young and the old.  Pray that they get recognition for all 
that they do and give them strength to face the demands of the day. 
 

15th 
Name and pray for the youngest person you know. 
 

16th 
Name and pray for the oldest person you know. 
 

17th 
Pray for our ministers and lay people who lead our worship and bible 
study and prayer groups. 
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18th 
Here begins the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and we follow the 
material prepared by the Monastic Community of Grandchamp in 
Switzerland.  It is based on John 15.  Jesus Christ, we pray for the 
confidence to answer your call, whatever that may be. 
 

19th 
Holy Spirit, nourish our prayers, enlighten our reading of Scripture so that 
the fruits of your gifts can patiently grow in us. 
 

20th 
God our Father, you reveal to us your love through Jesus Christ.  May all 
of us together be a reflection of the living Christ. 
 

21st 
Lord Jesus, may the faithful of the whole world unite in intercessions and 
praise. 
 

22nd 
God, help us to choose life and to share the happiness you want to share 
with us. 
 

23rd 
Jesus Christ, we want to welcome people. When we feel helpless in the 
face of their suffering, help us to speak to them through your words, and 
let your blessing rest on us all. 
 

24th 
Holy Spirit, renew in us the passion for unity so that we may live in 
awareness of the bond that unites us in you. 
 

25th 
God, may we learn to look upon the world as you do, with love. 
 

26th 
Yesterday we came to the end of the week of prayer, but enable us to 
work for a world where justice and peace flourish. 
 

27th 
Today make a prayer of thanks for all the blessings in your life. 
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28th 
Today we pray for all those who have loved us, and those who love us 
still.  Help us to remember to tell people that we love them and to not 
take them for granted. 
 

29th 
Pray for those that mourn for all that was lost in 2020 
 

30th 
Pray for a better year ahead, and what that might look like. 
 

31st 
Pray for yourself. Tell God all that is on your heart this day. 
 
 

Editor’s Note:  The ‘Praying Hands’ image, also known as Study of the 
Hands of an Apostle, is a pen-and-ink drawing by the German printmaker, 
painter and theorist Albrecht Dürer. More information can be found 
about it online at: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Praying_Hands_(D%C3%BCrer) . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are a group of different people looking for 

and finding, strength and meaning in God’s love. 
 

You will always be welcomed gladly. 
 

We worship and pray together. 
 

We learn about God’s love and forgiveness 

through Jesus, the Bible and with the help of each other. 
 

Together we will work to make Jesus present 

by loving actions done, and by loving words spoken, 

in this church and beyond these doors. 

 

O U R   M I S S I O N   S T A T E M E N T 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drawing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albrecht_D%C3%BCrer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Praying_Hands_(D%C3%BCrer)
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‘Advent 2B’ 
 

A sermon by Revd Jim Gascoigne (pictured 
right), visiting worship leader at our church 
and member of Winchmore Hill URC, 
delivered at our Communion Service on 
Sunday 6th December 2020. 
 

Bible Readings: 
Isaiah 40.1-11 
Mark 1.1-8 
 

Some of you will have worshipped with me 
last Sunday when I made the following 
observation:   
 

During these first weeks of the church’s 
year, the season of Advent, we prepare for the first big celebration: the 
birth of Christ.  We do so by facing the necessity for that event in the 
stories of humanity as a whole and of each individual.  There are things 
that make us proud and things of which we are ashamed.  That ‘human 
condition’ is what brought about the emanation of God in the person of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and it is why the Bible tells us that Jesus will come to 
meet us a second time.  That could be the time when we step beyond this 
temporal world on our spiritual pilgrimage or when the universal impact 
of God’s presence on earth again occurs in the fullness of time.  Nobody 
knows, but we are encouraged by the Scriptures to ‘watch and wait’ and I 
can’t quite shake off those imperatives as I explore the scriptures this 
week where the Wilderness or desert is also prominent. 
 

I realised, for the first time this year, that the wilderness would appear 
again next week if we choose the extract from John’s Gospel offered in 
the lectionary.  This prompted me to look at it more closely.  It’s the place 
where Jesus withdrew for His big crisis of identity and purpose with His 
heavenly Father before beginning His ministry.  In doing so, He was 
following a customary, spiritual practice, possibly with roots going at least 

F E E D I N G   T H E   S P I R I T 
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as far back as the experience of the Israelites before beginning their new 
life in the ‘Promised Land’ (Brian Ball shared the thought with me that 
young men of Bedouin heritage still have to spend a fortnight alone in the 
desert as a rite of passage to adulthood). 
 

The desert experience seems somehow to be defining of our relationship 
with God and not necessarily a comfortable process.  A paradigm or 
model for Advent perhaps? 
 

In Isaiah 40.1-11 we read that nearly 30 centuries ago, Isaiah wrote to 
God’s exiled people, who were longing to return home. God’s message to 
them is one of comfort.  The Lord is coming.  On first hearing, Isaiah’s 
message hardly seems one of comfort, “The grass withers, the flower 
fades… surely the people are grass.” That does not sound like a fairy-tale 
ending – and it’s not.  The comfort offered in these verses is complex.  
The English word ‘comfort’ is a combination of the Latin words ‘cum-
fortis’ meaning literally ‘with strength’.  Similarly, the theological concept 
of comfort is vigorous. 
 

Prior to an assured, confident sense of comfort, must come a 
confrontation with all that is wrong in our life.   Although this is one of the 
Bible’s more famous passages about comfort, we sometimes forget how 
stark these same verses are.  Isaiah is commanded to proclaim ‘comfort’ 
to people whose sinfulness had been instrumental in their own suffering 
(v2).  The rest of this passage emphasises the link between getting 
serious about life’s jagged edges and the emergence of true comfort, the 
desert experience. 
 

Verse 3 says that the way of the Lord begins in the middle of the desert, 
“In the desert prepare the way of the Lord.”  The wilderness, the desert, 
also associated in the Bible with evil, is where God begins to construct the 
highway to righteousness.  If the salvation of God is going to emerge 
from anywhere, it will be from the middle of life’s ugliness.  What’s more, 
the following verses say that we need God to be the One who will lead us 
out of the wilderness because, being like fragile grass, on our own we can 
do nothing. 
 

The comfort comes by putting things into a divine and cosmic 
perspective. All people will fade like grass, but God is mighty and endures 
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forever. The goodness of God will prevail. The prophet does not give an 
immediate timeframe or an immediate solution to the heartbreak and 
suffering of the people in exile; what is offered instead is a message of 
hope for the future. 
 

This prompts another re-iteration of a comment from last week, “God’s 
time frame is not ours and God’s ways are not our ways (Isaiah 55.8).  
They are something of a mystery to us and we must give to God time and 
to ourselves hope.” 
 

Our Gospel reading, Mark 1.1-8, is followed immediately by the scene of 
Jesus in the wilderness so, in Mark’s Gospel, to prepare the way for Jesus, 
there is neither genealogy nor nativity scene, neither shepherds nor Magi.  
Mark began his story with a prophet, John the Baptist proclaiming in the 
wilderness.  To introduce John, we have to be taken back to Isaiah’s 
prophecy, “A voice cries out in the desert, ‘Prepare the way of the Lord ... 
Here is your God!’”  Why does Mark do this?  The answer is right there in 
the first verse.  There is no verb, it is a title.  Mark told us that it was, “The 
beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 
 

For Mark, our reading of the Gospel must begin with us being baptised 
with repentance of our sins, because if we’re not willing to meet Jesus 
with repentance, the keynote of John the Baptist, then we may not find 
any motivation to meet and greet our Lord at all.  Mark knows that Jesus 
came to liberate this world from the downward spiral of sin and decay.  If 
you have no interest in seeing your own complicity in all that, then you’ll 
have no more use for Jesus showing up in your life than you would for a 
plumber who showed up on your doorstep on a day when – to the best of 
your knowledge – you did not have a plumbing problem. 
 

Mark goes straight on to tell us, “People from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.”  In that 
place of revelation and relationship with God was the means to 
counteract evil, but let’s work a bit with context.   
 

At this point in history, Israel had been invaded and occupied by the 
forces of the Roman Empire.  Expectations about a promised Messiah 
were heightened as people felt their need for God more and crowds took 
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refuge in the desert places, spiritually, emotionally perhaps, in search of a 
means to regime change.  They flocked to John, and he persistently 
proclaimed ‘a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins’.   
 

Although crowds flocked to John, he still pointed away from himself and 
toward someone greater to come.  John pointed to a hopeful future by 
promising one who will come baptising, not with mere water but with the 
eternal Holy Spirit.  He was waiting, but not passively.  Like John, we are 
to play our part too.   
 

In our time of crisis and oppression by the prevailing pandemic there is a 
uniform increase in participation with church services online, strongly 
suggestive of people in the wilderness looking for God’s comfort.   
 

Practically, our Advent message from John the Baptist, while we’re 
waiting, is not short-term adoption of a locust-and-honey diet or 
simplifying our wardrobe to one-size-fits-all wrap-arounds, although living 
more simply might well bring us closer to God.  It is our job as the church 
to proclaim peace on earth, goodwill towards all, and joy to the world.   
Also, while we are waiting, it is just as much our job to be visible in the 
wilderness, naming injustice, oppression, and apathy as sins.  We name 
these things as sin not to cast judgment or humiliate or ridicule; not to 
exclude people from our select band; but the opposite.  We stand in the 
wilderness and welcome all to journey with us in the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We point to something better.  We point to the Christ, the one 
who is more powerful, more patient, and more loving.  We point to the 
Christ, the one who is to come.  That is our Mission, Discipleship and 
Evangelism, and we can all do it.   
 

This Advent, many of us are already in the wilderness.  Let us step back 
and pray for a glimpse of the divine and cosmic perspective.  Let us 
remember that all things here on earth are temporary and ephemeral, 
and work to embody God’s patience and love here in this world.  Let our 
lives be shaped by our hope in the truth that God is coming.  That is why 
we are waiting; and, I suppose, how we are to wait.   
 

Amen. 
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Services at Palmers Green URC suspended 
From Martin van Staveren – PGURC Church Secretary 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

First, I’m sad to have to tell you that two of our church members have 
died during the last few days – Jill Jenkins and Mary Wilshere, both of 
whom have been faithful members for many years. I ask you to remember 
them and their families and friends in your prayers at this most difficult 
time. 
 

You will have heard in the last few days that Covid-19 is spreading rapidly 
in the London area, and that new, very tight restrictions are now in place. 
In this situation, the Elders have agreed that services in the Sanctuary 
should be suspended, until there is a clear improvement.  I’m afraid this 
means there will be no further services in our church over the Christmas 
period, with no in-person services on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. 
 

There will be online worship available from Mark and Melanie and other 
local preachers for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and the following 
Sundays. You should already have details in a separate email.  Bulletins, 
magazines and printed services will also continue to be sent out by post. 
 

The URC Daily Devotions team are also providing a number of special 
services over Christmas and each Sunday after that.  
 

Do use this material as you find helpful. I do hope it will be only a short 
time until we can meet together in person again. 
 

But do remember: the fellowship of our Church continues, and Christmas 
is not cancelled, even if we cannot meet or hold services. Our building is 
important to us of course, but worship, and our lives as Christians, 
continue even while we cannot meet together in person.  
 

With Christmas wishes to you all, 
 

Martin 

N E W S   O F   P E O P L E   &   E V E N T S 
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News of Church Family 
From Barbara Crock 
 

It is with deep sadness we have to announce the deaths of Mary Wilshere 
who died on 17th December in the North Middlesex Hospital and 
Jill Jenkins on the 18th December also in the North Middlesex Hospital. 
Our love and prayers are with their families at this poignant time. 
 

Brian Smith remains in the Southgate Beaumont Nursing Home and, 
through his son Andrew, sends Christmas Greetings. 
 

Pauline Westwood remains frail, but we send her birthday wishes for the 
26th December. 
 

Melanie also writes: 
The loss of friends at any time is difficult but this year and so close to 
Christmas, to have lost both Mary and Jill, seems particularly sad.  They 
were both loved and respected members of our church family, and we 
will miss them.  We will read more about these lives well lived in the 
next magazine, but for now, we are assured by the promise that God 
“…will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away.”  (Revelation 21: 4) 

 
 

PGURC Christmas Lunch - 6th December 2020 
 

At the October Elders meeting, a 
suggestion was made that we have 
a different type of Christmas lunch 
as, due to the effects of Covid-19, 
we were unable to meet at the 
church as we usually do each year. 
 

The suggestion was that we offer a 
Christmas meal (pictured right) to 
those who were elderly and lived 
alone. Tina and Estelle volunteered to organise this task. Fredwyn, an 
Elder, informed us that her son Corin recommended the Beehive Pub 
restaurant in Bush Hill Park. He had apparently ordered a meal from there 



19 | PGURC Magazine | January 2021 Issue 
 

for his family and had it delivered to his home.  Corin and his family 
thought it was a very good meal, both on portion size and taste. 
 

Tina and Estelle started work on this project in November. Tina contacted 
the venue to get a menu and prices, and also to ask about the possibility 
of delivery.  Estelle went through the Church Handbook to identify church 
members who might be eligible for the meal.  After conferring with Tina, 
they agreed to send the list to Barbara Crock who has responsibility for 
the Pastoral work of the church.  Barbara’s input with suggestions and 
information was very helpful in compiling the list.  Our final list included 
28 members. 
 

Tina and Estelle halved the list and then contacted each person on their 
list to inform them that they:  
 

➢ were selected for a Christmas meal, 
➢ whether they were willing to accept it, (most were very pleased 

about the idea, however, there were a few who declined the offer 
for a variety of valid reasons.)  

➢ They were then informed of the date: 6th December '20,  
➢ the time the meal would be delivered on that day: 12. – 2pm, 
➢ Finally, that it would be a two - course meal.  
➢ Each church member was asked if they were meat eaters or 

vegetarian. 
 

Tina ordered the meals giving names, addresses and telephone numbers 
and their choices.  After that, it was just a matter of waiting for the due 
date and for each member to receive and enjoy their Christmas Lunch. 
 

Melanie Smith, our Minister had an idea of doing a Zoom gathering on the 
day of the meal so that those not included could prepare their own meal 
and be able to have a virtual experience by seeing and chatting to those 
who could get on Zoom.  Another possibility was to call a number and be 
engaged in the conversation as well.  Tina and Estelle both thought it was 
a great idea as many had not seen each other for many months due to the 
Covid restrictions.  Unfortunately, not everyone had the means to take 
part. 
 

Given that life has been very unusual this year, we think that PGURC 
tackled this task among many this year, in the best way possible to 



20 | PGURC Magazine | January 2021 Issue 
 

achieve the maximum effect. Well done to all members of our church 
community! 
 

Estelle Müller 
Tina Ashitey 
Organisers of the PGURC Christmas Lunch, 2020. 
 

And a few messages of thanks: 
Thank you so much for organising the delivery of our Christmas lunch 
today and for inviting me.  It arrived promptly at 12:15 and was a 
substantial and delicious meal.  I thoroughly enjoyed every morsel.  The 
Christmas pudding was also very good - naughty but nice, and that will 
serve as my sugary treat for the whole of the Christmas season!  
Joan 

 

We would like to a say a big thank you to both of you for organising 
our Christmas lunch. We can honestly say, we thoroughly enjoyed the 
meal, which arrived on time, hot and large helpings.  We know it takes 
a lot of time and effort to make the meal a success. Thank you.  
Also: 
What a lovely surprise to receive a card and handmade Christmas Tree 
decoration from Edith Ouda on behalf of children at PGURC.  Our 
thanks must also go to Nathalie and parents for organising the 
handmade gifts. 
Jill and Mary 

 

I am writing to thank, most sincerely, the Church, for the marvellous 
Christmas lunch that arrived here earlier.  It was really delicious and 
tasty, and we are most appreciative.  Would you please pass on our 
grateful thanks?  We did speak to Tina this afternoon as it was she that 
originally told us that the meal was coming.  We were unable to Join 
the Zoom, so we were anxious to pass on our thanks in this email. 
David and Geraldine 

 

Thank you very much for my Christmas Church Lunch.  It was delicious. 
Even nicer, I managed to touch all the right places on my iPad and 
joined many of our congregation on Zoom for a chat afterwards. 
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I have not been to Church for quite a while, but I have appreciated the 
services online and the Advent Calendar.  I also listen to Radio 4’s 
service at 8am on Sundays and join in the singing in Songs of Praise. 
However, that does not stop me missing seeing you all and chatting 
with you.  I hope it will not be too long before we can all worship 
together again.  A Happy New Year to everyone. 
Rosina 
 

Thanks very much for the Christmas Lunch.  I had the turkey for 2 days.  
It was very kind of you and the Church. 
Vinitha and Florence 

 

Editor’s Note:  Below is some information about The Beehive, the public 
house that prepared and delivered the meals.  Their details and Christmas 
Menu (until 24 Dec) are below and on the following pages, in case anyone 
would like to contact them. 
 

 

The Beehive (pictured above) 

Street address: 24 Little Bury St, London N9 9JZ 
Web address: http://www.thebeehivebhp.co.uk/#home  
Phone: 020 8360 4358 
Health and safety: Mask required; Staff required to disinfect surfaces 
between visits. 

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=the+beehive+london+address&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LWT9c3LCssSbfIKNaSzU620s_JT04syczPgzOsElNSilKLixexSpVkpCokpaZmZJalKuTk56Xk5ylAJQFlmjF1SwAAAA&ludocid=1395451671635674999&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiIiKO6vNjtAhUPmhQKHetLB4QQ6BMwBXoECBQQBw
http://www.thebeehivebhp.co.uk/#home
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=the+beehive+london+phone&ludocid=1395451671635674999&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiIiKO6vNjtAhUPmhQKHetLB4QQ6BMwCXoECAcQAg
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=The%20Beehive&tbs=lf:1,lf_ui:9&tbm=lcl&rflfq=1&num=10&rldimm=7305069049983183947&lqi=CgtUaGUgQmVlaGl2ZVoaCgt0aGUgYmVlaGl2ZSILdGhlIGJlZWhpdmU&ved=2ahUKEwjR_rTgu9jtAhWuShUIHY4BB-MQvS4wBnoECAIQOA&rlst=f
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Beehive Menu 



23 | PGURC Magazine | January 2021 Issue 
 

‘Three bags full and a box load’ 
From Jane Hessami 
 

Considering church has been closed for longer 
than it’s been open this year due to the COVID 
pandemic local lockdowns it’s great to see the 
local community were able to pull together a 
few more donations that are much needed at 
this time.  
 

We are sure that the rest of the winter, 
especially early 2021, is going to be pretty grim 
for many, so I will be keen to get more 
donations up there at least once a month 
commencing January. 
 

Please keep giving, your donations are really 
much appreciated. Some of you may have seen the ITV news article 
broadcast on 19th December. We remain very proud of Kerry and her 
team and they of you for giving. 
 

Wishing you all happy and healthier New Year and thank you.  
 

Jane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acrostic Seasons 
By Harry Hunter 
 

Epiphany – another take 
 

Eastern magi crossed hills and deserts to seek a king, 

Princes in their own realms, they brought a royal offering; 

In distant Judaea they knew God would reveal his face, 

Prophecy and star now combined to fix time and place. 

Herod sought a death – to him, God’s new thing posed a threat, 

P R O V O K I N G   P O E M S 
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Although the magi sought a revelation and became wiser yet. 

Not all who see the Christ-child accept him in their heart: 

You alone must respond to his gift of a fresh start. 
 

Reprinted from https://harryhunteronline.com/acrostic-fruits-and-gifts/ . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Mellitus Organ 
Restoration Project 
From Brian Hosier 
 

Celebrating 100 years of the 
Hunter memorial organ at St 
Mellitus 
Please join us for an evening of 
celebration, organ music and song 
on Sunday 13th December at 
7:30pm, (see Editor’s Note at end) 
to mark the centenary of the 
wonderful Hunter memorial organ 
at St Mellitus, built to 
commemorate the local men who 
fought in the First World War.  
 

It's exactly 100 years since the 
organ’s first public performance 
and this ‘king of instruments’ has now been restored to its former glory, 
thanks to generous support from The National Lottery Heritage Fund and 
friends and parishioners of St Mellitus.  Performances by James Orford, 
Organist in Residence at Westminster Cathedral and renowned Tenor, 
Ruairi Bowen. 
 

Brian writes: 
I attach this as New Court was my original church in Finsbury Park 
where I became a member and eventually a Deacon before it closed in 

L E T T E R S 
 

https://harryhunteronline.com/acrostic-fruits-and-gifts/
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1976 and we transferred to PG having lived in Derwent Road since 
1970. 
 

The photographs (one shown below) of the original inside layout are 
just as I remember it and where I was received into membership about 
1959. The building was then sold to the Roman Catholics to cope with 
the massive Irish population who moved into the area. A smaller 
building was built for the Congregationalists just round the corner but 
eventually that too was sold this time to the Elim Pentecostalists. 

 

Editor’s Note:  The concert was live-streamed and recorded and is still 
available for viewing at www.stmellitusorgan.co.uk/concert .  The link 
will take you to a YouTube video recording where you can replay it.  
Including the introduction, it lasts around 45 minutes. 
 

For more information about the project, 
visit:  www.stmellitusorgan.co.uk .  This a free concert, but if you would 
like to make a donation, however small, they are still fundraising for 
educational and community projects, including a music scholarship with 
local school children, visit:  https://stmellitusorgan.co.uk/donate/ . 

http://www.stmellitusorgan.co.uk/concert
http://www.stmellitusorgan.co.uk/
https://stmellitusorgan.co.uk/donate/
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Advent wishes to you and members of the church. 
From Yak-hwee Tan 
 

I am well and had the opportunity to travel back 
to Singapore in June but had to be quarantined 2 
weeks in Singapore and then again, two weeks in 
Taiwan. After the quarantine, I was plunged into 
teaching Intensive Greek for the whole month of 
August. And then, started teaching for the new 
academic year in September. No rest for the 
wicked (not the weary), I guess. 
 

I plan to write my Christmas letter sometime 
next week when the school has a week break but not for the faculty 
because we are going to another seminary on the east coast of Taiwan for 
a three-seminaries consultation from Monday to Wednesday. There are 
not official holidays for Christmas in Taiwan. But I plan to go up to Taipei 
to visit friends and some time to breathe. 
 

Take care and be safe, 
 

Yak-hwee 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

What’s Going on Here? 
 

Live Morning Worship in our Sanctuary is currently suspended, due to 
the current lockdown, but hopefully will start again soon. A recorded 
version is still available every week online and includes Holy Communion 
on the first or second Sunday of each month. If you would like to access 
our online Sunday Worship for the first time, please contact our Minister 
so you can receive her email notifications each week.  
 

If you do not have Internet access and cannot come to live services, there 
is still an alternative to the online worship services some of us have been 
using.  Melanie and Mark are recording a short 7-minute message for each 
Sunday which you can listen to by ringing 020 3389 6021. There will be a 

N O T I C E B O A R D 
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new message every Sunday. The cost of making the call is the standard 
local call rate, which is often free in most peoples' phone packages. 
 

We will continue to send out copies of our weekly Sunday Bulletin and 
Monthly Magazine by email. If you don’t currently get these, please ask 
Harry Goforth to add you to the mailing list. This will help us all to keep in 
touch with news of our Church Family and maintain our Church 
community life. Items to include in the Bulletin or Magazine can be sent 
to Jean and Harry, respectively. 
 
 

Enfield  Churches   Debt   Centre 
Leader needed 
This is an exciting opportunity to join a rapidly 
growing movement of people who are working 
together to tackle one of the biggest social 
problems facing us today. 
 

The Enfield Debt Centre Leader is a paid part time 
role (16 hours per week) on the frontline of 
meeting with those locally who are struggling with 
financial debt. 
 

The  role     will  be   to  work   with    them    (assisted   by  Christians  Against  
Poverty)  to  move them towards being debt free and to partner with 
local churches to give them opportunities   to  discover  the  saving  love 
of the    Lord Jesus. 
 

The main requirements for applying for this role are that you be a 
passionate follower of Jesus with a heart for the poor and the lost. To 
find out more about the role and request the job description, please 
email us: enfieldchurchesdebtcentre@gmail.com . 
 

Start A Home – Can you help? 
Based at St Paul's Centre in Church Street Enfield, Start A Home is a small 
charity that is looking for one more volunteer to join the team.  The 
charity receives new, or nearly new, bedding, towels, cutlery, crockery, 
pots & pans etc., and hands them out to Enfield residents in need.  For 
more information, in the first instance, please feel free to contact Nigel 
Hands on 020 8363 5070 or by email pnhands@gmail.com. 

mailto:enfieldchurchesdebtcentre@gmail.com
mailto:pnhands@gmail.com
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WE SHARE OUR PASTORATE WITH THE PONDERS END 
and WINCHMORE HILL URCs.  Listed below are their main 

contacts: 
Ponders End Church Secretary: Mrs Pat Lewis 

Winchmore Hill Church Secretary:  Vacant 
 

We are part of the Thames North Synod in which there 
are 122 United Reformed churches in six Areas, headed 
by a Synod Moderator.  The United Reformed Church 
in the United Kingdom has approx. 1,354 local Churches, 
13 Synods and 44,788 members.  It meets every two years in General Assembly 
and has its central offices at 86 Tavistock Place, London WC1 9RT. Through our 
membership of the Council for World Mission we belong to the world-wide 
Church of Jesus Christ.  This is a Reformed and Congregational body for 
international exchange in Mission.  The United Reformed Church is one of 32 
member Churches. 
 

We are a member of Churches Together in Palmers Green, Winchmore Hill and 
Grange Park (CTPGWHGP). In partnership with Church of England, Roman 
Catholic, Methodist and Baptist churches in our neighbourhood, we aim to 
explore the Christian faith together, and witness to the Gospel. 
 

Minister – Revd Melanie Smith 
e-mail: minister@palmersgreenurc.org.uk 
Telephone: 0208 374 0509 

Secretary - Mr Martin van Staveren  
e-mail: secretary@palmersgreenurc.org.uk 

Treasurer (Interim) - Mr Brian Hosier 
e-mail: brian@hosier.eclipse.co.uk 
 

Palmers Green United Reformed Church is at the corner of Fox Lane and Burford 
Gardens, London N13 4AL and online at both www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk and 
www.facebook.com/PGURC/ . Our magazine is published monthly and is printed by 
‘Office Interiors’ in Palmers Green using approx. 85% recycled paper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAGAZINE COPY DATES FOR FEBRUARY 2021 ISSUE 
Publication is scheduled on or before Saturday 30th January 2021.  
All copy, including Church Diary information, to be sent to Harry Goforth 
(preferably by email to: hbg@goforth.myzen.co.uk) by Friday morning  
22nd January 2021. 

A B O U T   O U R   C H U R C H 
 

mailto:minister@palmersgreenurc.org.uk
mailto:secretary@palmersgreenurc.org.uk
mailto:brian@hosier.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/PGURC/
mailto:hbg@goforth.myzen.co.uk

