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Congratulations to Emma 
from all of us on her 90th 
Birthday on 27 August. 
 

Here are some wonderful 
photos of the event 
shared with us by her 
daughter, Tina Ashitey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

E M M A   B R O W N   C E L E B R A T E S   90TH   B I R T H D A Y 
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 Date Time Service Worship Leader 

Sunday, Oct 4th 11:00am Morning Worship Revd Jonathan Hyde 

Sunday, Oct 11th 11:00am 
 

Morning Worship Mr Joseph Dankwa 

Sunday, Oct 18th 11:00am Morning Worship Revd Melanie Smith 

Sunday, Oct 25th 11:00am Morning Worship Ms Kathleen Laing 

 
 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR OCTOBER 2020 SUNDAY SERVICES 
 
 

4th October 11th October 18th October 

Philippians 3.4b-14 
Isaiah 5.1-7 
Psalm 80.7-15 
Matthew 21.33-46 

Philippians 3.4b-144.1-9 
Isaiah 25.1-9 
Psalm 23 
Matthew 22.1-14 

1 Thessalonians 1.1-10 
Isaiah 45.1-7 
Psalm 96.1-9, (10-13) 
Matthew 22.15-22 

25th October 
1 Thessalonians 2.1-8 
Leviticus 19.1-2, 15-18 
Psalm 1 
Matthew 22.34-46 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

W O R S H I P   S E R V I C E S   -   O C T O B E R   2 0 2 0 
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%ÌÄÅÒÓȭ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ΤΡΤΡ ɀ (CURRENTLY ONLINE ONLY) 
ü Tuesday 6th October 
ü Wednesday 2nd December 

Church Meetings 2020 
ü Dates to be announced soon 

 
 

ȬA 0ÌÁÃÅ ÆÏÒ #ÏÆÆÅÅȭ ɀ (Opening Date to be announced) 
 

Please also refer to the weekly Bulletin, available by email and by post, and to 
NewsShare email messages, for more up-to-date information about events.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C H U R C H   D I A R Y  

HALLS LETTING: Contact Mikayla Coote, Bookings Manager 
Tel: 01366 348190 | email: pgurcbookings@outlook.com  

Please visit our website for more details - 
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html  

 

mailto:pgurcbookings@outlook.com
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html
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Does what you believe change 
your action? 
 

ȰÆÁÉÔÈ ÂÙ ÉÔÓÅÌÆȟ ÉÆ ÉÔ ÈÁÓ ÎÏ ×ÏÒËÓȟ ÉÓ 
ÄÅÁÄȱ ɉ*ÁÍÅÓ 2:17) 
 

Is what you believe important? How 
important? Does it affect how you live your 
life every day? Or is it simply something you 
bring out to show every Sunday when 
attending church, or at other times? 
 

What elements of what you believe affect 
the decisions that you make? 
 

It is probably quite easy for us to say that we are concerned about the 
plight of the poor in our society, the refugee, the homeless, and that we 
believe that all people are of equal importance to God and therefore of 
equal importance to us. 
 

And, as evidence of those cares and concerns, we probably supply the 
foodbank regularly, support All People All Places in their work in this area, 
give financially to charities that are working with refugees and so on. 
 

But how far does our faith take us? 
 

! ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ×ÈÏÍ ×Å ËÎÏ× ÒÕÎ ÁÎ Ȱ/ÐÅÎ (ÏÕÓÅȱ ɀ it is their own home, 
but it is always open to anyone who needs a bed for the night. Opening 
up their home in this way does occasionally cause them problems (how 
can you trust the stranger in your home?) and we suspect this may well be 
a step too far for most of us, but they want to respond in a welcoming 
ÁÎÄ ÏÐÅÎ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅÙ ÍÅÅÔ ɉÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃ 7ÏÒËÅÒ 
Movement). 
 

The apostle James writes strongly to the early church about how they 
should be living, and we wonder whether his words need to be thought 
about more deeply in our churches today. 

P A S T O R A L   L E T T E R 
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James speaks about showing favouritism in church. Do the people that 
ÃÏÍÅ ÉÎÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ×ÈÏ ÄÒÅÓÓ ȰÐÒÏÐÅÒÌÙȱ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ 
from ÕÓ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ȰÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔȱ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ËÎÏ× ×ÈÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒÌÙ ɉÏÒ 
maybe not)? 
 

(Å ÓÐÅÁËÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å ÄÏ ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÓÅÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÂÅÉÎÇ ȰÎÁËÅÄȱ 
ÁÎÄ ȰÌÁÃËÉÎÇ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÆÏÏÄȱ ÁÎÄ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÈÏ× ×Å ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄȢ !ÒÅ ×Å ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 
who simply pray a blessing on others, or people who respond with 
actions to support the need we notice? 
 

One of the areas that can be a good judge for us of how our faith is 
informing our actions lies in the way we use our money. 
 

Most of us do not appreciate that how we use our money can have a 
dramatic effect on other people. As a simple starting guide if you are 
buying something cheap, or cheaper, then ask yourself the question 
Ȱ×ÈÙȩȱ  
 

If something is cheaper, then the likelihood is that somewhere along the 
production line a human being has been exploited, and this could well be 
a child or children.  
 

Do you believe that Jesus thinks it is okay for human beings to be 
ÅØÐÌÏÉÔÅÄȩ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÐÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÁÔ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× Á ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔ 
has been produced before purchasing it may be a good idea. 
 

As an example of the sort of things you may discover by looking at this is 
that 
 

- 31 out of 32 global fashion giants were unable to provide proof 
that they were paying a living wage; 
 

- Of a £29 item of clothing, £17 goes to the retailer, and just 18p to 
the garment worker; 
 

- 6ÉÏÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȭ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÔÏ ÆÏÒÍ ÕÎÉÏÎÓȟ ÂÁÒÇÁÉÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÒÉËÅ 
increased by almost 12% between 2012 and 2015. 

 

(Ethical Consumer Sept/Oct 2019 & Sept/Oct 2020) 
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And if we believe that climate change is an issue, that God created the 
world for us to look after, not to exploit, then again how we use our 
money can make a difference. 
 

Where you hold your bank account could be changed to stop supporting 
those who are actively supporting fossil fuels, or are linked to multiple 
human rights abuses (Barclays, Lloyds, the NatWest group and Santander 
rate very poorly on the ethical scale ɀ source Ethical Consumer Sept/Oct 
2020). 
 

Were you aware that you can invest in organisations that help provide 
homes for the homeless and get returns on your money greater than that 
in a lot of other savings schemes? Whilst there may be some risk in 
investing in this way, for those of us who may have significant savings 
might there be an opportunity for us setting aside at least part of our 
money to be used in this way? 
 

The final thing to say when it comes to our beliefs and our practices is to 
ask what we believe about the church and how important or otherwise it 
is, what we think about ministry and sharing the good news of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

A lot of the churches in the UK are facing a financial crisis because of the 
impact of Covid 19. If our personal finances are tight, is it better that we 
support our churches or other charitable causes? 
 

Do your beliefs affect your responses? How important are they to you? 
 

7Å ÐÒÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÌË ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓ ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÉÎ 
this locality will find that as they give, they will be blessed in all that they 
do. 
 

Jesus himself encourages us to: 
 

ȰÇÉÖÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȢ ! ÇÏÏÄ measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give 
×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÇÅÔ ÂÁÃËȢȱ ɉ,ÕËÅ άȡΩήɊ 
 

Mark and Melanie 
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Eco-Tip 
4ÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈȟ ×ÈÙ ÎÏÔ ÃÁÔÃÈ ÕÐ ÏÎ $ÁÖÉÄ !ÔÔÅÎÂÏÒÏÕÇÈȭÓ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ""# 
ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÅ Ȱ%ØÔÉÎÃÔÉÏÎȱ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÂÒÏÁÄÃÁÓÔ ÏÎ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ΣΥth September at 
8 pm?  )Ô ÉÓ ÁÎ ÈÏÕÒ ÌÏÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÓ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÏÎ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 5. ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÁÔ 
revealed that around one million animal and plant species are threatened 
with extinction. 
 

October Services 
During October services will continue to be provided online and through 
mail distribution.  Check the magazine elsewhere for details of our 
worship leaders at our Ȭliveȭ services during October. 
 

Enfield Churches Debt Centre 
We are pleased to confirm that Enfield Churches Debt Centre has now 
been registered by the Charity Commission with the Registered Charity 
Number 1191279. 
 

We will now be proceeding to open a bank account so that we can begin 
to accept donations from the churches, and also from individuals who 
wish to support this project (watch this space for further details which 
will be available soon, we hope). 
 

In November we are anticipating holding a launch evening at Enfield 
Baptist Church and streaming the event live (again please watch this 
space for further information). 
 

The initial trustees of Enfield Churches Debt Centre are Mark and Melanie, 
Kate Bleasdale-Barr (from Enfield Town Community Church), Nick Chanda 
(from Revival Christian Church of Enfield), Peter Dufton (from Chase 
Family Church) and Hayley Harding (from Restore Community Church). 
 

Please do keep praying for this initiative which we hope and pray will 
support those in Enfield who are likely to be in most need. 
 

(ÏÔ ÏÆÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÓȣ 
The Launch Event will be held on Monday 16th November at 7.30 pm at 
%ÎÆÉÅÌÄ "ÁÐÔÉÓÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈȣÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÍÁËÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
project now at https://www.give.net/ecdc 
 
 
 
 

https://www.give.net/ecdc
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October Events 
Bible Study 
The ongoing bible study series looking at the parables being held on 
Zoom will take place on Saturday 3rd and Saturday 10th October at 10.30 
am. Please contact Mark for details if you wish to join this group. 
 

Thames North Synod 
Thames North Synod is scheduled to meet virtually on Saturday 17th 
/ÃÔÏÂÅÒȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ȬÁÔÔÅÎÄȭ ÔÈÅÎ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÄÏ ÁÓË -ÁÒË ÏÒ -ÅÌÁÎÉÅ 
ÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÓÙÎÏÄ ÒÅÐ ÆÏÒ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓȢ 
 

Elders and Church Leaders Training Day 
On Saturday 31st October there will be an elders and church leaders 
training day led by Rev Sam White, the Principal at Westminster College, 
Cambridge, hopefully to be held at Hertford URC (this will be dependent 
on the Covid 19 situation at the time, so please look out for further details 
closer to the date). The day will last from 10 am to 4pm and is entitled 
Ȭ$ÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓÈÉÐ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ 0ÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ 3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌÉÔÙȭȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÄÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ Ï×Î 
lunch for the day. 
 

Mark and Melanie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

/ÒÉÇÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒȭÓ Reform magazine, we re-print this 
article as it follows our theme of how our faith informs our practices this 
month. 
 

Fairtrade matters 
 

Ȭ)Æ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÂÕÙ &ÁÉÒÔÒÁÄÅȟ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ×ÁÌËÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÏÔÓÔÅÐÓ ÏÆ ÓÌÁÖÅ 
traders.ȭ 
 

Black lives matter, so does Fairtrade. In fact, if you say that Black Lives 
Matter, and yet buy tea, coffee, sugar, bananas, chocolate or even cotton 
or condoms which are not fairly traded, you are walking in the footsteps 
of slave traders and slave owners. You are continuing in the subjugation 
of people already disadvantaged by the legacies of slavery. You may as 

F E E D I N G   T H E   S P I R I T 
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×ÅÌÌ ÂÅ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐÐÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÏÔ ÏÆ #ÏÌÓÔÏÎȭÓ ÐÌÉÎÔÈȢ 9ÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÂÅ 
ÆÌÙÉÎÇ Á Ȭ7ÈÉÔÅ ,ÉÖÅÓ -ÁÔÔÅÒȭ ÂÁÎÎÅÒȢ  Harsh? ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÎË ÓÏȢ 
 

4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ )ȭÖÅ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ are all grown in countries that were integral 
to the triangular slave trade.   After that slave trade came to an end 
formally, it continued informally: workers had to remain on those farms 
or starve. Slave owners were compensated. Colonial enterprises 
continued to trade.  7Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÓÔÏÐ ÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÓÕÇÁÒ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÌÁÖÅ ÔÒÁÄÅ 
stopped. Sugar came from the same places, with the same winners and 
losers.  That distinction remains today.  Most of the products we consume 
from the Caribbean Islands, Africa and India are still produced by people 
who are living on or around the poverty line, with few labour rights and 
educational opportunities. Some of these products are made using child 
labour: slavery by any other name.  
 

To put it simply, if you say Black Lives Matter, and yet Wispa, then please 
shut up. You are exposing yourself as a hypocrite.  )Æ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ 
take a break from Kit Kat, as Nestlé, one of the most profitable food 
companies in the world, reneges on its already flimsy Fairtrade 
commitment, then take a walk away from #BLM. You have simply jumped 
on a bandwagon.  If you put non-Fairtrade sugar in your non-Fairtrade tea, 
ÔÈÅÎ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÆÕÌÌ ÏÆ ÂÉÌÅȢ  If you find this a little harsh, then thank you. As a 
Christian minister, I take my lead from the line of Hebrew prophets and 
Jesus in setting out the stark challenge of justice.  Now is the time to 
change the way you live, or stand accused of double standards.  This is 
gospel; this is good news for the poor. 
 

You may be starting to make excuses. Is tÈÉÓ ÁÎ ÉÓÓÕÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÓÎȭÔ ÏÃÃÕÒÒÅÄ 
to you?  It has now.  0ÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÆÏÕÎÄ Á &ÁÉÒÔÒÁÄÅ ÃÏÆÆÅÅ ÂÌÅÎÄ 
you like?  Try other brands. You know that you can adapt quickly when it 
ÃÏÍÅÓ ÔÏ ÓÁÖÉÎÇ ÌÉÖÅÓȢ *ÕÓÔ ÌÏÏË ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
coronavirus pandemic. Worried that it will cost more?  So it should ɀ you 
are contributing to fair, not slave, wages. If Black Lives Matter, your 
shopping basket will look very different from now on.  From your next 
shop.  And then every shop. 
 

Of course, not everyone is as privileged as me. Price is important when 
you yourself are on the breadline. You may have dietary requirements. 
Perhaps an autistic child insists on a certain cereal.  0ÌÅÁÓÅȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÅÅÌ 



11 | PGURC Magazine | October 2020 Issue 
 

bad.  Do what you can, make changes where you can. But this is not 
aimed at you.  This is aimed at those of us who leave our brains at the 
supermarket door and forget that as well as supporting BLM with our 
words, we must do so with our wallets.  Otherwise, you are like a noisy 
ÇÏÎÇ ÏÒ ÃÌÁÎÇÉÎÇ ÃÙÍÂÁÌȢ 9ÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÏÖe. 
 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÂÕÙÉÎÇ ÔÅÁȟ ÃÏÆÆÅÅȟ ÃÈÏÃÏÌÁÔÅȟ ÂÁÎÁÎÁÓȟ ÓÕÇÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÆÉÎÄ 
fairly traded ones, yet believe that black lives matter, go without. Many 
other products are Fairtrade -certified too, not least gold. Do you really 
want to wear a band signifying ÌÏÖÅ ΤΦȾΩȟ ËÎÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ Á ÍÉÎÅÒȭÓ ÂÁÓÉÃ 
human rights were exploited to make it? 
 

I rarely, if ever, ask people to share my own thoughts. But this is different. 
This has the power to transform lives all over the world. As individuals, it 
is almost impossible for us to know how we are to make recompense for 
the legacies of slavery.  Fairtrade is probably the most direct way any of 
us can start to redress the injustices of the past.  )Æ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÂÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ 
Fairtrade, we are part of the problem.  If we insist on Fairtrade, we will 
start an economic revolution; and that can start today, 
with you.  
I say this knowing that I slip at times. I see something 
on a shelf that looks attractive and I can be seduced.  I 
know I must do better.  I recommit to Fairtrade.  Will 
you? 
 

Melanie Smith 
 
 
 

Friends of Cathedral Relief Services, Kolkata report as follows: 
September 2020  
First of all, a big thank you to everyone who donated so generously to the 
Covid 19 and Cyclone Amphan appeal. In total, including gift aid 
recovered, the appeal raised nearly £17,000 from the time it was launched 
in April to the end of July. The money has made a huge difference to 
families which had been left in desperate straits.  
 

While the initiative for the relief operation came from Bishop Paritosh and 
Rig David, who were both at the front with their teams delivering the aid, 
it would not have got off the ground without your support. Food and 
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medication was delivered to 11 CRS project areas, and 6 Cathedral 
parishes, reaching nearly 3,000 families.  
 

In June, the Government of West Bengal began to distribute food in 
Kolkata and other districts in West Bengal and so distribution by CRS 
gradually ceased. To respond to the needs caused by the cyclone, CRS has 
acquired 400 tarpaulins and 400 sets of cooking utensils. Distribution has 
been delayed because of continuing lockdowns, but it started in August, 
and the intention is to deliver to a total of 11 CRS projects and Cathedral 
parishes.  
 

Although hard information is difficult to come by, it is clear that cases of 
Covid in Kolkata continue to rise. One report describes Covid 
ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÓÏÍÅ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÁÓ ȰÃÌÏÓÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÌÌÁÐÓÅȱȢ 4ÈÅ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ 
response is confusing to people and it is of course the poorest who are 
being hit the hardest. CRS is keeping in regular contact with the project 
communities so that they know they are still supported.  
 

2ÉÇ $ÁÖÉÄ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÓ ÁÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ×Óȡ Ȱ$ÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÅÑÕÅÎÔ ÌÏÃËÄÏ×ÎÓȟ ÔÈÅ 
CRS Team continues to work on the frontline, ensuring that the children 
are catered for with health clinics and nutrition. In some of the education 
centres online education has commenced with a few children and their 
ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÅÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÍȢ 4ÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÁÒÅ 
being encouraged and small numbers have started to attend the skill 
developÍÅÎÔ ÃÏÕÒÓÅÓȢȱ  
 

Government-aided and private schools have managed to establish online 
teaching, but the schools in the slums are mainly excluded from that 
because of lack of access to online equipment. CRS has proposed 
acquiring and distributing smart phones to teachers in CRS schools, and 
ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐÓȢ  
 

The Trustees have given their support to this proposal, the details and 
implementation of which are being worked out. Nari Dana continues to 
operate with women being brought to the production centres at the 
#ÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÉÓÈÏÐȭÓ (ÏÕÓÅȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÍÁËÉÎÇ 
masks, and have orders for these, as well as several orders for other 
products. It is hoped to produce another full newsletter before the end of 
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the year. In the meantime, news continues to be posted on Facebook and 
the website: http://www.cathedralreliefservice.net/news/stories  
 

If you wish to donate to the Friends of Calcutta Cathedral Relief Service, 
the bank details are: CAF Bank Ltd, Sort Code 40-52-40. Account No: 
00096998. Account Name: Friends of Calcutta Cathedral Relief Service  
 

Another easy way of donating is through our Just Giving page 
https://www.justgiving.com/calcutta-ccrs  Enquiries to: 
secretary@friendsofcrs.co.uk . Thank you for your support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are a group of different people looking for  

and finding, strength and meaning in Godõs love. 
 

You will always be welcomed gladly.  
 

We worship and pray together.  
 

We learn about Godõs love and forgiveness  

through Jesus, the Bible and with the help of each other.  
 

Together we will work to make Jesus present  

by loving actions done, and by loving words spoken,  

in this church and beyond these doors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O U R   M I S S I O N   S T A T E M E N T 
 

http://www.cathedralreliefservice.net/news/stories
https://www.justgiving.com/calcutta-ccrs
mailto:secretary@friendsofcrs.co.uk
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
From Martin van Staveren ɀ Church Secretary 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

As I hope you will have seen, we re-started 
weekly Sunday services in the Sanctuary on 
13th September (see page 16). We all enjoyed 
seeing each other again - although things 
looked a little different. 
 

The Elders had thought and planned carefully 
for this re-opening, as we had to take account 
of the Government restrictions due to the Coronavirus pandemic. We 
wanted to be sure that we could worship together safely. 
 

) ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÐÏÉÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÅÍ ÌÉËÅ Á ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ 
regulations, but if you join us at future services please read through 
carefully the following changes to how we are worshiping together: 
 

¶ Please consider carefully whether you can safely attend worship at 
the moment, especially if you are over 70 or have a vulnerable 
health condition. 

¶ Both outside and inside the Sanctuary, please keep at least 1 metre 
away from others not in your household, and 2 metres wherever 
possible. To comply with government guidance, you should wear a 
face covering if at all possible. 

¶ When you arrive, the main entrance from Fox Lane will be open, 
and also the side entrance in Fox Lane where the ramp is. Please 
use both entrances to ease any congestion. And come early if you 
can! 

¶ Use the hand sanitisers by the doors when you arrive and also 
when you leave. 

¶ Welcoming stewards will make a list of those attending, so that we 
can contact you if needed. 

N E W S   O F   P E O P L E   &   E V E N T S 
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¶ Chairs have been arranged in pairs with gaps between them. 
0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÓÉÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ Ï×Î ÈÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÍÏÖÅ 
the chairs. 

¶ Sunday Bulletins will be ready for you to collect from a table inside 
the Sanctuary. Please make sure to take your copy home with you. 

¶ There can be no singing in our services at the moment, and so we 
will not be using hymnbooks. 

¶ There will be a plate for your Free Will Offerings as you enter. If 
you have been saving up envelopes, please bring them in. No 
collection will be taken during the service. 

¶ For now, we will not be serving tea or coffee after the service. We 
appreciate that you may want to talk to others after the service, 
ÂÕÔ ËÅÅÐ Á ÓÁÆÅ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÓÔÁÙ ÔÏÏ long! 

 

Martin  
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Pastoral Notes: 18 September 2020 
From Jean Alderman 
 

Congratulations to Iain Grant who celebrated his 90th birthday on 
September 5th, and to Emma Brown who celebrated hers on August 27th. 
 

Good news that Barbara Crock is now home and on the road to recovery. 
Barbara would like to thank all those who have sent her good wishes by 
text, email or cards. 
 

Those who knew her will be sad to hear that June Keyte died peacefully in 
hospital on 4 September. Please pray for Christopher and the family and 
the many young people who will remember her with gratitude and 
affection. 
 

Our former minister Cheryl Slusser has recently been diagnosed with 
breast cancer. She expects to be just fine after treatment and has every 
hope of a good outcome. She would love to know that the congregation 
is praying for her.  
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Morning Worship on Sunday 13th September 
By Harry Goforth 
 

At Morning Worship on 
Sunday 15 March 2020, 
little did we know that it 
would be our last in the 
Sanctuary for the next 26 
weeks!  However, our 
next service there 
together, on the 13th 
September, was certainly 
worth the wait. 
 

Upon arrival we all observed the necessary 
Covid-19 safety guidelines issued to members 
in advance, by donning our face coverings, 
sanitising our hands and cautiously entering 
the building. We collected our Bulletins, 
exchanged greetings with others and chose 
our seats well-separated by the prescribed 
distance.  Before the service began, we were 
welcomed with the familiar image of the 
church logo projected on the screen over the 
pulpit, suggesting more wonderful things to 
come.  
 

After announcements by Martin, our Church Secretary, Melanie, our 
Minister, ÔÈÅÎ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅȟ ȬCreation and (ÁÒÖÅÓÔȭ. After an 
opening prayer, this was followed by a video ÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ Ȭ%ÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌ 
7ÏÒËÅÒÓȭ ×ÉÔÈ !ÁÒÏÎ #ÏÐÅÌÁÎÄȭÓ Ȭ&ÁÎÆÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÍÏÎ -ÁÎȭ played by 
the Utah Symphony Orchestra, and a whimsical ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ video from 
www.primarysongs.co.uk accompanied by uplifting music to the words 
Ȭ'ÉÖÅ 4ÈÁÎËÓ for All the Food We Eatȭ.  
 

The Bible reading from 2 Corinthians 9.6-15 reminded us of the 
importance of sharing generously, by the grace of God, with those in 

http://www.primarysongs.co.uk/
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need and thanking God for enriching our 
lives with the awareness of what good 
things we may have done. 
 

-ÅÌÁÎÉÅȭÓ ÓÅÒÍÏÎ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÖÅÉÌÉÎÇ 
of a two-foot -ÌÏÎÇ ȬÃÏÕÒÇÅÔÔÅȭ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ 
and Mark had grown in their garden from 
a small seedling they had bought at a local 
charity fair, emphasizing that whatever 
you give to others you get back much 
more in return. We prayed to God that we 
could fulfil  this calling too. 

 

Melanie also 
played a third 
piece of inspiring 
music entitled, 
Ȱ) !Íȱ ɉ#ÒÅÁÔÉÏÎɊȟ 
the Overture from 
Music Inspired by 
The Story, by 
Nichole Nordeman 
and Bernie Herms. 
 

There was no tea 
and coffee and afterwards, but we 
chatted briefly with friends and left our 
offerings in a plate at the back upon 
leaving.  
 

Some left donations to Melanie and 
-ÁÒËȭÓ )ÎÄÉÁ !ÐÐÅÁÌ in exchange for 
colourful designer face coverings (photo 
left) made and donated by Barbara 
Crock. 
 

It was a service to be remembered. 
 

Harry 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nichole_Nordeman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernie_Herms

