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THE BYSOUTHS CELEBRATE 60TH ANNIVERSARY

Thank you for your good
wishes on our Diamond
Wedding Anniversary.
As you can imagine we
couldn’t have the celebration
we had hoped for, but we did
the best we could under the
current circumstances.
Claire & Ron and Mary & Jill
came to dinner - 6 of us keeping to the rules!
Our son and family in Ireland
were unable to come because
of the isolation rules in Ireland
but did FaceTime with us, and
also sent lovely flowers.
All the family contacted us
using the family app. We
enjoyed the day in spite of
Covid and are thankful we are
both well.
We were married* by Keith
Fisher on 8th October in 1960
in our church (pictured right)
and it doesn’t seem so long
ago, the years have flown by
too soon.
Shelagh and John
*Editor’s Note: If you can find a copy of the PGURC June Magazine 2016,
go to page 13 and read Shelagh’s ‘My Happy Memories’.
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WORSHIP SERVICES - NOVEMBER 2020
Date

Time

Service

Worship Leader

Sunday, Nov 1st

11:00am

Communion / All
Souls Service

Revd Melanie Smith

Sunday, Nov 8th

10:45am

Mr Martin Wells

Sunday, Nov 15th

11:00am

Remembrance
Service
Morning Worship /
Annual Forum

Sunday, Nov 22nd

11:00am

Morning Worship

Mrs Michaela Lawrence

Sunday, Nov 29th

11:00am

Morning Worship

Revd Melanie Smith

Mrs Nancy Hands

BIBLE READINGS FOR NOVEMBER 2020 SUNDAY SERVICES
1st November

8th November

15th November

1 Thessalonians 2.9-13
Micah 3.5-12
Psalm 43
Matthew 23.1-12

1 Thessalonians 4.13-18
Amos 5.18-24
Psalm 70
Matthew 25.1-13

1 Thessalonians 5.1-11
Zephaniah 1.7, 12-18
Psalm 90.1-8, (9-11), 12
Matthew 25.14-30

22nd November

29th November

Matthew 25.31-46
Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24
Psalm 95.1-7a
Ephesians 1.15-23

Mark 13.24-37
Isaiah 64.1-9
Psalm 80.1-7, 17-19
1 Corinthians 1.3-9
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CHURCH DIARY
Elders’ Meetings 2020 – (CURRENTLY ONLINE ONLY)
➢ Wednesday 2nd December

Church Meetings 2020
➢ Annual Forum Sunday 15th November following Morning Worship

‘A Place for Coffee’ – (Opening Date to be announced)
Please also refer to the weekly Bulletin, available by email and by post, and to
NewsShare email messages, for more up-to-date information about events.

HALLS LETTING: Contact Mikayla Coote, Bookings Manager
Tel: 01366 348190 | email: pgurcbookings@outlook.com
Please visit our website for more details http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html
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PASTORAL LETTER

Memories of War
“I am not allowed to say how many
planes joined the raid, but I counted them
all out and I counted them all back. Their
pilots were unhurt, cheerful and jubilant,
giving thumbs-up signs.” (Brian
Hanrahan, BBC reporter)
As the generations come and go, our
collective memories change.
The numbers of people still around who
actually were physically alive at the time of
the First World War is now fast diminishing, whilst those who were older
than children, and could genuinely say they fought or worked during the
Second World War is also declining (you would really have to be 95 or
older to fit into that category).
My (Mark’s) own understanding of warfare is probably best defined by
the quote above, when in the early 1980s Britain went to war with
Argentina over the Falkland Islands. This is the memory of both hearing
Brian Hanrahan speak those words and the palpable anxiety that there
was in the population at large listening to and watching the reports
coming back from the battlefield, that surrounded us in those days. The
Falkland Islands are a place that most people probably didn’t even know
existed (let alone that it was British).
And yet, now in 2020, I am growing ever more conscious that the
population around me, particularly anyone under the age of 40, has no
recollection of the events that shaped my life growing up. They are
confined to their history lessons.
So how do we pass on the lessons that we have learnt to the young
people growing up behind us? How do we teach them that war, in
general, doesn’t really help? They must learn that we need to work harder
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to get on with other people, and understand cultural practices that are
different to our own, if we are to have any serious hope of peace in our
world? We need to invest more time in religious education – and history
lessons – to help us with this.
Films, we find, often assist us to get a better focus on what may really be
important; and music too, helps us re-align our values so that we can regain a perspective that calls us to follow in Christ’s footsteps:-

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God”
(Matthew 5:9)
Who cannot fail to be moved when they hear John Williams ‘Hymn to the
Fallen’ from the film ‘Saving Private Ryan’…but then are we not also
equally moved by the haunting soundtrack to ‘Schindler’s List’ (another
John Williams piece) which shows a different side to the impact of war?
As we think about war and peace, we find more questions emerging as
we consider some of the accounts within the biblical record.
Take a look for a moment at Exodus 15 – a song of celebration that God
has destroyed the enemies of the Israelites.
Whilst we appreciate that the Israelites needed to be set free, to begin
their journey to their Promised Land, did God really have to kill so many
people to achieve that goal? Were there no ‘innocents’ among them?
We are convinced that God does not actually take pleasure in the death of
any person (no matter how wicked they may be, or what evils they have
done) and therefore find it difficult to sing or join in a song of celebration
over the defeat of our enemies.
Which brings us back to where we started – the idea of thumbs up
because a mission has been successful, that planes have dropped bombs
on their target and that ‘our side’ has not suffered any casualties, without
knowing how many lives on ‘their side’ have been taken. How can we
celebrate that?

War poses many questions.
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How do we genuinely work for peace, and how do we enable the true
peace that every person is searching for, to be known.
We know that this peace is only found through faith in Jesus Christ – so
how do we explain that as well to the generation that is following us?
How do we make sure that for them the story of Jesus is not simply a
history lesson, but is something that really means something?
Your ministers,
Mark and Melanie

Bible Study
Our Zoom Bible Study continues to meet in November on Saturday 7th,
14th and 28th at 10.30 am. The topic we are currently looking at is
‘Parables’ and we hope to finish the Cover to Cover book that we are
basing our study on in November so that we can then follow an advent
Bible study in December.
If you would like to join the Bible Study Group then please contact Mark
for the Zoom sign up instructions – you can join the group by phone if you
wish to (we have one member who already does this regularly and finds it
very rewarding!).

Remembrance Day at Christ Church URC
On Remembrance Day,
Wednesday 11th
November, Christ Church
United Reformed Church
on Chase Side will be
open for private prayer
from 10 am to 12 noon.
At 10.55 am we will
prepare to observe the
two minutes silence at 11 am and Rev Mark Meatcher will lead in a time of
prayer after the silence has been observed.
Picture above (and cover photo) Copyright Sharon Drummond
http://www.flickr.com/photos/21882319@N07/4598878639/
Used by Creative Commons Licence
7 | PGURC Magazine | November 2020 Issue

Morning Worship on Remembrance Sunday
Remembrance Sunday Worship on 8th November will start at 10:45am
instead of 11:00, in concert with ceremonies at the Cenotaph taking place
at the same time.

LAG Meeting
The next meeting of the Local Area Group is due to be held on Monday
9th November at 7.30 pm – please contact Jim Gascoigne for details.

Enfield Churches Debt Centre
There is a promotional evening for the Enfield Churches Debt Centre
taking place at Enfield Baptist Church and via Zoom on Monday 16th
November at 7.30 pm. Please see the letter printed on page 24 for more
details.

Forest Church – Advent and Christingle
We hope to hold (weather and restrictions permitting) an Advent Forest
Church on 29th November and a Christingle Forest Church on 20th
December. Watch this space.

PRAYER DIARY
Introduction
Our Elders and our Worship and Study Group
are looking at ways to enhance our Church's
prayer life, and so we're starting by publishing
a monthly Prayer Diary. If you would like to
contribute to the diary (by compiling a
month's prayers) or would like to make
suggestions, then you'd be
most welcome. Melanie has put together
November's prayers, and Gill Whiting will be
compiling December's. We do want to
encourage you to be involved in this, so please
contact Gill by mid-November if you have thoughts for December's
prayers, and Melanie if you'd like to volunteer for a full month!
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November 2020
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

All Saints Day - we remember those from our congregation we have
lost this past year: Beryl Ivatt, Clem Gittens, Peter Owen.
Cards for Good Causes - pray for all the charities supported
particularly this year when raising funds has been so challenging.
Finance and Fabric Resources Committee meets - pray as they
oversee the day-to-day running of our church.
Lebanon - 3 months on from the devastating explosion in Beirut, we
pray for the continued relief efforts.
23rd Southgate Scout Group - pray that the troop can enjoy creative
and inspiring activities.
Those named on the 1st (part) page and 2nd page of our Church
Handbook - for their spiritual, mental and physical health.
Music and Singing - pray for our musicians, Robert and John,
especially whilst we cannot sing as a congregation.
Remembrance Sunday - at the going down of the sun and in the
morning. We will remember them…
Local Area Group Meeting - pray for all the churches in our area, as
they discern new ways of supporting each other.
Homelessness - pray for those on the streets, and for those
organisations offering support, such as All People All Places.
Armistice Day - pray for peace and reconciliation in areas of ongoing
conflict.
Fox Lane - pray for all the people who live on Fox Lane, especially
those in care and residential homes.
World Kindness Day - 'Faith without works is dead' (James 2:20) Do
something kind today.
Diwali - pray for our Hindu neighbours and friends as their
celebrations cannot be the same this year.
Annual Church Forum - pray for our Elders and all those who give so
much to the life of our church.
Launch event for Enfield Churches Debt Centre - working to provide
debt advice through Christians Against Poverty.
Pray for Schools Day - pray for Burford Nursery and its children and
staff.
Sounding the Alarm - the day before the G20 summit, join in prayer
for a just, green recovery from COVID-19.
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19 World Toilet Day - pray for the Toilet Twinning scheme and the
difference it makes to lives across God's world.
20 UN World Children's Day - pray for your children and grandchildren
and the children of our church.
21 A Place for Coffee - pray for all those who gain so much from this time
but are unable to meet because of the pandemic.
22 Christ the King Sunday - the last Sunday of the 'Church Year', with
prayers for our renewed faith going forward.
23 Refugees - pray for refugees and asylum seekers in our communities,
including the work of Enfield Refugee Welcome.
24 Our church - pray for our church as we prayerfully discern what God is
asking of us now and in the future.
25 International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women pray for the end of domestic violence.
26 Those at work - pray for our members and friends who travel to work
each day, particularly if using public transport.
27 Black Friday - pray that people do not succumb to shopping hysteria
and avoid the trap of materialism.
28 North London Hospice - pray for the care and compassion shown by
the staff, working in such difficult circumstances.
29 Advent Sunday - pray that plans for Advent and Christmas bring joy
and hope into our lives and those of our neighbours.
30 St. Andrew's Day - Andrew was the first disciple to be called alongside
his brother Simon, so we pray for new believers.
Revd Melanie Smith

Editor’s Note: The ‘Praying Hands’ image, also known as Study of the
Hands of an Apostle, is a pen-and-ink drawing by the German printmaker,
painter and theorist Albrecht Dürer. More information can be found
about it online at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Praying_Hands_(D%C3%BCrer) .
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FEEDING THE SPIRIT

Eco-Comment:
Reflection on Climate Change
By Tioti Timon - Kiribati Uniting Church
(Member of Council for World Mission) *

Scripture reference: Numbers 27.1-8
Coming from Kiribati, a country that is known
throughout the world for suffering the worst
effects of climate change, I am always
concerned for the future of my people and my
country.
My land is my identity, my dignity, and my wellbeing. So, if my land is
washed away, my nation is at the same time wiped out. My nation cannot
survive without the land I stand on.
We are the victims of injustice and ignorance inflicted by the rich and
powerful nations; our lives represent the profits that they are reaping. As
I look into my future, I fear that one day we will lose the right to live as
indigenous citizens on our own lands. If you have no land, what kind of
person are you in society?
The reading is also about a land issue argument; it involves a loss of land.
Four sisters were ignored by their cultural norm to claim the land of their
father due to their gender. Who can challenge the injustice of the cultural
norm of the society?
But the four sisters took action and challenged Moses for their right to
hold their father's land, and Moses yielded to their challenge. They gained
an identity in their society because they did not fear to stand against what
is not right.
The worst impact of climate change is taking the right of the poor and
vulnerable to live as indigenous citizens in their home country. It is forcing
millions to become refugees and slaves sometime in the future. Who will
stand in solidarity with the poor?
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The scenario that the world is facing is a challenge to all God's people to
take action to uproot injustice and selfishness which makes the poor and
the vulnerable suffer oppression and marginalisation. Our identity is in
our land; we have the right to keep it.
Prayer
We lift up the ten member churches of the Pacific Region. We pray for the
communities for which they provide pastoral care, discipleship and
spiritual guidance. We pray that the Churches rise to life in Christ in the
midst of economic instability, climate change and sea levels rising.
Pacific Region, Council for World Mission
*Editor’s Note: This article was submitted by Revd Mark Meatcher and
was originally published on 18 November 2019 in Sundays with CWM 2020,
an annual publication available for downloading online, by Council for
World Mission. Web address:
https://issuu.com/cwmission/docs/prayer_devotion_book_2020 .
More information about Kiribati can be found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiribati .

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are a group of different people looking for
and finding, strength and meaning in God’s love.
You will always be welcomed gladly.
We worship and pray together.
We learn about God’s love and forgiveness
through Jesus, the Bible and with the help of each other.
Together we will work to make Jesus present
by loving actions done, and by loving words spoken,
in this church and beyond these doors.
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NEWS OF PEOPLE & EVENTS

From the Church Secretary:
Martin van Staveren
I’d like to give everyone more information
about various items which we discussed at our
Elders Meeting on 6th October.
COMMUNION SERVICES: By the time you read
this, I hope we will have held our first Holy
Communion service for several months – on
18th October. There will also be Holy
Communion on 1st November, and then
monthly, usually on the first Sunday, providing
Coronavirus regulations continue to allow.
ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING: Our annual Church Forum will be held
immediately after our Sunday service on 15th November, in the Sanctuary.
I will be sending round the agenda and the usual reports, before the
meeting. Could everyone please make sure to read these in advance, so
that we can keep the meeting reasonably short. Reports will not be
presented at the meeting. Given the current Coronavirus regulations, we
should not stay together for too long. There will of course be opportunity
for contributions and questions from members, but I hope we can
complete the meeting in around 30 minutes.
CHRISTMAS LUNCH: I’m afraid it will not be possible to hold our usual
Christmas lunch this year, as we cannot have so many people from many
different households meeting together. But we are encouraging people
to meet for lunch at home in groups of up to six, on 6th December. We
may try to arrange a Zoom meet-up as part of this, so as many as possible
of us can join together virtually and see each other. We are also hoping to
arrange for a meal to be delivered at home to those who would
appreciate this. More details will be available nearer the time, but if you
would like to host a lunch, or suggest someone to receive a meal, please
let Tina or Estelle know.
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES: We usually hold a Carol Service in the week before
Christmas, to which we invite members of our local community. Singing in
church services isn’t currently allowed, so this year we are hoping to
arrange for the Church Sanctuary to be open on Christmas Eve from 412pm, with a variety of recorded music, drama, readings and prayers. We
hope we can end with our usual Midnight Communion. We hope this will
allow local people to drop in for a while when it’s convenient to them. Do
contact Melanie or Fredwyn if you’d like to contribute to this event.
PRAYER: Following on from Melanie’s sermon on 13th September, we are
going to restart a Prayer Diary to help us to pray for each other, and for
the future life of our church on a regular basis. Prayer is one thing we can
always continue with, whatever regulations on Coronavirus there may be.
As I write this in mid-October, I’m aware that Coronavirus rates are rising,
and further restrictions are being introduced. We may have to make
changes, or even cancel some of these events if rates continue to rise, or
regulations become stricter. We will of course keep you informed of any
changes that need to be made.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Applying Government Restrictions during Sunday Services
Please read through carefully the following protocols to how we are
worshiping together:
• Consider carefully whether you can safely attend worship at the
moment, especially if you are over 70 or have a vulnerable health
condition.
• Both outside and inside the Sanctuary, keep at least 1 metre away
from others not in your household, and 2 metres wherever
possible. To comply with government guidance, you should wear a
face covering if at all possible.
• When you arrive, the main entrance from Fox Lane will be open,
and also the side entrance in Fox Lane where the ramp is. Please
use both entrances to ease any congestion. And come early if you
can!
• Use the hand sanitisers by the doors when you arrive and also
when you leave.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Welcoming stewards will make a list of those attending, so that we
can contact you if needed.
Chairs have been arranged in pairs with gaps between them.
Please only sit with those in your own household, and don’t move
the chairs.
Sunday Bulletins will be ready for you to collect from a table inside
the Sanctuary. Please make sure to take your copy home with you.
There can be no singing in our services at the moment, and so we
will not be using hymnbooks.
There will be a plate for your Free Will Offerings as you enter. If
you have been saving up envelopes, please bring them in. No
collection will be taken during the service.
For now, we will not be serving tea or coffee after the service. We
appreciate that you may want to talk to others after the service,
but keep a safe distance, and don’t stay too long!

Martin
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PASTORAL NEWS
From Martin van Staveren
• Congratulations to Zoe Moore on her RADA qualification and good
wishes as she seeks a career.
• Brian Smith was in hospital but now back in the Beaumont.
• Barbara Crock is slowly rehabilitating at home.
• Pat Rogers broke her wrist in a fall but is recovering well.
• Congratulations to Owen Jenkins on his new job, and Shelagh & John
Bysouth on the birth of their 5th great grandchild, a boy.
• Special congratulations to Shelagh & John Bysouth on celebrating their
60th wedding anniversary on the 8th October (see page 2).
Pauline Westwood is now living at The Hollies, 9 -11 Fox Lane, N13 4AB.
Pauline was finding it too much to cope with living on her own, and so has
made the difficult decision to move into The Hollies where she had
recently spent 3 weeks. Mary and Jill Bysouth have been
friends/neighbours to Pauline for over 50 years, and so could see how she
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was finding life a struggle on her own, so they will miss her next door.
Obviously, no visitors are allowed at the moment but Pauline will be
pleased to receive any correspondence, and visitors when permitted. At
the moment, she doesn’t have a phone number.
Martin

23rd Southgate Scout Group News
From Sarah Brandi, Ashley Rogers and Ian Lamb
The Beavers have not met since the ‘lockdown’ in March; they were not
interested in Zoom Meetings. Although Scouts (all Sections) can now
meet in groups of only 15, we did not have enough Beavers left to run a
proper programme. We will be reviewing the situation in the New Year.
Cubs are now back face-to-face meeting after continuing online via Zoom
throughout the lockdown. While not face-to-face, the Cubs joined the
Scouts in taking part in CampAtHome (setting a world record for the
most number of people taking part in a camp in the process), and in
celebrating VE Day. Although face-to-face meetings have had to change
slightly they are still as fun as possible.
The Scouts are taking part in the Chiltern 20 with teams competing over
the next few weekends. Ian may provide some comments about this for
the December issue.

Remembering June Keyte
Dr June Keyte MBE ARAM died peacefully in
hospital on 4 September 2020. Please pray for
Christopher, her husband, and the family and the
many young people who will remember her with
gratitude and affection. Christopher has kindly
sent us the following:
June Keyte is the Founder Director of Children's
International Voices of Enfield. Her
distinguished 50 year career in music and music
education has included many different roles,
from Director of Music in comprehensive and independent schools, to
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editing the music publication of the Society of Assistant Teachers in
Preparatory Schools, and conducting the BBC Schools Radio Music
Broadcasts for 27 years with her Comprehensive School Choir the
Kingsmead Singers.
In 1994 she founded Children's International Voices, for which she has won
much national and international acclaim. Her key role in music education
has been widely recognised. In 1990 she was awarded a Winston Churchill
Memorial Fellowship for Trainers of Children’s Choirs to study choir
training in Finland, and later that same year a Bye Fellowship at Selwyn
College, Cambridge.
In 1992 she was awarded an ARAM
from the Royal Academy in
recognition of her 'distinguished
services in Music Education'. In the
2005 Honours List she was
awarded an MBE by HM The Queen
for her Services to Music and to the
Community in London. One of
June’s passions was commissioning
new music and many composers
were persuaded to write for her.
The list is long
and includes
Betty Roe MBE,
Douglas
Coombes MBE,
John Rutter CBE,
and Sir Peter
Maxwell Davies
CH.
June is pictured
above, with Dr
John Rutter CBE
and her husband Dr Christopher Keyte Hon RAM, celebrating her 80th
birthday at a concert at the church on 7 August 2018, and bottom,
conducting part of the choir in another concert on 9 December 2018.
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VISITING WORSHIP LEADERS
Taking the Long View’ was our
worship theme on 20 Sept led by Ms
Evodian Fonyonga
Old Testament Bible readings were from
Psalm 137.1-9 and Jeremiah 29.1-10 in which
the plight of the Israelites, tormented by the
Babylonians and taken into captivity from
Jerusalem to Babylon, makes them feel
revengeful toward their captors.
However, the Lord reassures the Israelites,
via a letter from the prophet Jeremiah, still in
Jerusalem, that he will look after them and
that they should take advantage of their opportunity to prosper and
increase in number until, after seventy years in exile, he will visit them
again and return them to their own land.
Evodian Fonyonga is an Accredited URC Lay Preacher from High Cross
URC Tottenham, an NHS Transfusion Nurse Practitioner at Homerton
University Hospital, and a Magistrate.

On 4 October we welcomed Revd
Jonathan Hyde who spoke on the
theme ‘Forgiveness’
Bible readings were from Matthew 18.21-35
and Genesis 45.1-15. In Matthew, Jesus tells a
parable about a slave who was punished for
not forgiving those who owed him debts
even though he had been forgiven himself of
debts he owed his master. In Genesis,
Joseph, now Governor of Egypt under the
Pharaoh, forgives his brothers for faking his
death and selling him to slavery. The message
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for us is that God has sole authority to punish those who disobey his
commandments, and we should put our faith in Him.
Accompanying himself on the piano, John Strange sang ‘Fight the Good
Fight’, ‘Father, Hear the Prayer we Offer’ and ‘Praise to the Holiest in the
Height’.
Revd Hyde is a URC Minister and army chaplain with the Royal School of
Military Engineering Regiment, Chatham, Kent.

‘Are We Part of the Problem?’ asks
Mr Joseph Dankwa, leading our
worship on 11 October
Beginning with a Psalm of thanksgiving,
we had a Bible reading from Psalm 100
which tells us to:
“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the
earth…”.
We then had a prayer and an introduction
to the theme, and Brian Ball sang ‘Guide
me, oh thy Great Jehovah’ accompanied on
the piano by Robert Evans.
This was followed by a reading from Psalm 91.1-16:
“You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of
the Almighty, will say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and my fortress; my God, in
whom I trust…”
Mr Dankwa’s sermon stressed that we should call on God in insecure and
difficult times and should never give up. We also heard an inspiring
recording by Johnny Cash with guitar accompaniment singing ‘What a
Friend we have in Jesus’, a recording of female voices singing ‘I want to
walk with Jesus Christ’, and finally Brian Ball singing ‘Will your anchor
hold?’, accompanied by Robert Evans.
Mr Dankwa is a URC Accredited Lay Preacher from High Cross URC,
Tottenham.
19 | PGURC Magazine | November 2020 Issue

REFLECTIONS ON THE PANDEMIC
Past Plagues and Pestilences: The third of three church newsletter
articles from High Cross URC, Tottenham, by John Campbell. The first two
in the series were included in the October 2020 issue.

Past Plagues and Pestilences 3: 1631: Florence
Lockdown1
The Plague arrived in Italy in 1629
in the company of German
mercenaries and their fleas. Noone knew at the time that it was
carried by fleas, but we know that
now. It rolled through northern
Italy causing terrible loss of life in
city after city. In Milan 46% of the
population died. In Verona over
60% of the population died. The
people of Florence watched it
approaching them with real
trepidation, trying to learn how to
react from the desperate
experiences of other cities.
Florence’s health board, the
Sanita, was ready to do whatever
it took to try to help the city
the cover of John Henderson’s
through the plague. As it turns
book about plague in Florence
out, knowing far less about the
causes and carriers of plague than we know about Covid-19, the measures
they took may have had a significant effect. Only 12% of the population of
Florence died – much fewer than other cities.
1

based on a review of John Henderson’s Florence under siege by Erin Maglaque that
appeared in the London Review of Books
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They tried to keep the plague out of Florence by setting roadblocks in the
mountain passes, but peasants would slip through whilst the guards
snoozed or slept. So, as summer 1630 came on, the plague reached a
village in the hills just above Florence, and by August people were dying in
the city itself.
The Sanita set up quarantine centres in commandeered monasteries and
villas outside the city, sending the sick and the dying there. But through
the autumn the number of deaths steadily rose. By January 1631, the
Sanita introduced a total quarantine of the city – what we would call
lockdown. Everyone had to remain at home. All public gatherings and
meetings had to stop. The churches were closed. Mass would be said at
street corners so that several streets could hear the mass from their own
homes.
To enable all this staying put, the Sanita organised a city-wide food
distribution network, supplying bread and a little wine every day, along
with meat or sausage on some days and rice or cheese on others. It must
have been an amazing feat of organisation and it cost a lot of money.
The lockdown was enforced with the full weight of the law and people
were prosecuted for any breach of the regulations. The Sanita had its own
police, courts, and prisons. Between September 1630 and July 1631, they
heard 566 cases and sent over half of those tried to jail for a period of
time. Even a short jail term must have been quite risky because jails were
not healthy places at the best of times.
Some of the stories of those caught out by the police patrols are quite
fascinating. One woman was arrested for moving into another woman’s
family home. She had felt lonely and isolated and so they had agreed she
should move by shouting to each other across the street from their
homes, but the police caught her and said “No!”. Another woman got in
trouble when she tried to mend her son’s trousers. He was isolating on
the floor below her, so she lowered a basket from the window so he
could drop in the trousers for repair, but the police spotted the basket.
Two young girls were arrested for dancing with other people in their
building whilst their mother was away. One woman was arrested because
a neighbour began a conversation with her from her house as the woman
walked past – the police saw this & pounced.
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As might be expected, the Sanita seems to have fretted about the poor
people and not trusted them, imposing a heavy regime of regulation on
them even whilst they let the elite have a much more relaxed time of it.
Does that seem at all familiar? All in all, the lockdown seems to have
helped Florence through the plague. By the summer of 1631 it was
abating, and Florence re-emerged in June to pick up where it had left
them. So, you see, this lockdown business is not new at all, is it?
John Campbell

PROVOKING POEMS

Wounded. In the Head.
By Revd Lucy Berry
My grandfather was
an Ernest.
My grandma said
they wouldn’t let him home;
he stayed in hospital one
whole
un-whole
year after the War was done.
Wound. In his head.
No blood
no bruise
no eyes gone
not deaf;
just wounded in his head.
Not deaf to shells
still breaking in his head.
Not blind to lights
still flashing in his head.
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But bloody in his head,
bruised and wounded.
In his head.
They kept him long-long time in hospital.
At this far distance God knows why.
No-one, now, who we can ask why.
So many secrets kept the old quiet folk.
So many wounds in, oh, so many heads.
Was he too dangerous to be let go?
Or risky to himself?
Or risky in his truth?
When his French trench collapsed,
and he was buried in the mud and blood
and, (finally), dug out,
at first, they didn’t see that wound.
But soon they saw it:
that wound that ached his days,
throbbed his nights,
kept him screaming, buried.
My grandma said,
when her Ernest came home
he was not out of his tomb;
lovely, but without joy, ever again.
And many wives of many other Ernests
might say the same.
And many wives of all
the Fredricks and Friedrichs
the Johns and Johanns,
the Henrys and Heinrichs,
who came home safe.
But with that wound.
In the head.
©2018, Lucy Berry
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For more about this poem, and the issues that it raises, visit
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk . More of Lucy’s poems can also be found
on her website at: https://www.lucyberry.com .

LETTERS

Enfield Churches Debt Centre
Registered Charity Number: No.1191279

18th October 2020

c/o Revival Christian Church of Enfield
47 London Road
Enfield EN2 6DS

Dear friends,
Earlier in the year I wrote to many leaders of churches in Enfield, and
others who are involved with the local church network, to update you on
progress made in setting up an Enfield Churches Debt Centre in the
borough. I am pleased to confirm that we have now gained charitable
status and will be holding a Promotional Evening on Zoom on Monday
16th November at 7.30 pm. The event is expected to last one hour and will
be an opportunity for you to find out more about what is planned and
when.
If you, or any of your church would like to join us to find out more then
please do contact me on the email address below and I will forward the
Zoom joining instructions. We are working with Christians Against
Poverty (CAP) on this project and hope to be up and running fully in the
Spring of 2021 subject to training provision being available early in the
new year from CAP.
13 churches in the Borough have so far committed to making a regular
financial contribution to the Enfield Churches Debt Centre and these are
now able to be made at https://www.give.net/ecdc . We will provide an
update on other ways that gifts can be made at the Promotional Evening.
We will also be looking for people, seeking prayer support and
encouraging you and your churches to get involved in this project in
whatever way they may feel able to over the coming months and I look
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forward to meeting you either in person or virtually at our Promotional
evening.
In Christ Jesus,
Rev Mark Meatcher
Chair of Enfield Churches Debt Centre

Report about Foodbank
From Janice Luckett, Lancaster Road URC
I joined an online meeting on 30th September arranged by Enfield Food
Bank. About 40 people joined the meeting for this ‘Referral Agency
Update’. This was run by Kerry assisted by Phoebe. The notes that were
viewed will be available at some point so when they are either me or
Mark will let you know but in the meantime I thought that I would pass on
some of the main points that will be of interest.
Since the beginning of April this year the Foodbank has seen 10,740
people. Of the families supported 53% include children. The clients have
been referred by 158 different agencies.
If you are not currently able to issue vouchers for people in need and
would like to do so then please contact either Mark, Melanie or myself
and we will sort something out for you. We are asked to only refer the
client to one food bank, as this allows a relationship to be formed and
facilitates follow-up support. This can include referral to other community
and statutory services.
The guidance for the number of referrals is 3 times in 6 months. If the
client/family requires another voucher after this, they ask that the referral
agency would call and speak to the food bank admin to discuss the
situation and see how they could help.
The food bank is able to provide access to a money advice service and the
debt centre phone number is 07596735789. The client can self-refer to
this service. The food bank has social media presence in all the usual
places. You can find out on the sites what is going on including what
shortages they may be experiencing.
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Sadly, the workers, including volunteers have noticed a rise in aggressive
behaviour recently. Please pray for all who provide such vital support and
for those who receive the help they need in difficult times.

Email forwarded by our Minister received 23 September
2020 from The Fairtrade Foundation
Dear Melanie,
Thank you very much for
recommitting Palmers Green
United Reformed Church as a
Fairtrade Place of Worship.
Congratulations on your hard work
in promoting the Fairtrade Mark.
Such enthusiasm from all over the
UK means more than 7500
churches, mosques, temples and
synagogues have now pledged to
use and promote Fairtrade.
I have attached a certificate (right)
to declare that you are an officially
recognised Fairtrade Church.
Fairtrade is growing with
enormous success thanks to the
support of consumers and the
efforts of faith groups like yours raising awareness of Fairtrade.
Now that your church has recommitted to use and promote Fairtrade, we
hope that your members will enjoy discovering an ever-developing
Fairtrade range and sharing new products with friends and family. On our
website www.fairtrade.org.uk, which is updated regularly, the link
‘buying fairtrade’ opens a list of categories – chocolate, coffee, flowers,
clothes etc – under each of which is a long list of Fairtrade suppliers. You
can also subscribe here to our Fairtrade Churches e-newsletter:
https://action.fairtrade.org.uk/page/55342/subscribe/1?ea.tracking.id=RFOF

Once again, congratulations on becoming a Fairtrade Church and thank
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you for supporting positive change for people and planet.
Best wishes,
Angharad Hopkinson - Campaigns and Policy Officer
The Fairtrade Foundation
And Melanie writes:
“Wonderful news - thanks especially to the hard work of Tina and
Estelle - we are now updated in our Fairtrade status, with another
poster to display as appropriate! Please remind all hirers that we
encourage them to use Fairtrade as well.”

NOTICEBOARD

What’s Going on Here?
Live Morning Worship is now taking place in our Sanctuary, but a
different recorded version is still available every week online and
includes Holy Communion on the first or second Sunday of each month.
If you would like to access our online Sunday Worship for the first time,
please contact our Minister so you can receive her email notifications
each week.
If you do not have Internet access and cannot come to live services, there
is still an alternative to the online worship services some of us have been
using. Melanie and Mark are recording a short 7-minute message for each
Sunday which you can listen to by ringing 020 3389 6021. There will be a
new message every Sunday. The cost of making the call is the standard
local call rate, which is often free in most peoples' phone packages.
We will continue to send out copies of our weekly Sunday Bulletin and
Monthly Magazine by email. If you don’t currently get these, please ask
Harry Goforth to add you to the mailing list. This will help us all to keep in
touch with news of our Church Family and maintain our Church
community life. Items to include in the Bulletin or Magazine can be sent
to Jean and Harry, respectively.
We know that some of you already use the National URC Daily Devotions
which are sent out by email from URC Headquarters. If you want to start
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receiving these, you can do so by going to: https://devotions.urc.org.uk/
and following the link to the subscription form. This is a free service. This
will help us during this crisis to continue in prayer to our Father God and
his Son Jesus, and to do everything in the strength of the Holy Spirit.
If you subscribe, you will also receive a weekly Sunday service in URC
style, which you can listen to online, like a radio service, or print off and
read. This is a valuable resource – as we can all share in the same service
together.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Cards for Good Causes 2020 at
Palmers Green URC
We plan to open the ‘shop’ on Saturday 31st
October at 10 am - no grand opening this year.
We are hoping for your support in what has
been an extremely difficult year for all the
charities unable to hold their usual fund-raising
activities over the past months.
We will have Christmas cards for at least 32
National Charities which we hope will include
locally based Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice and
The North London Hospice. Unfortunately, the cards will not be available
after the church service on Sundays, so please come during the week
when you will be welcomed by our loyal band of volunteers.
This year, please note we will be cashless: Credit or Debit Cards only.
Cheques will not be accepted. We will be open Monday - Saturday 10am4pm until Wednesday 16th December. All of our customers will be
required to wear a face mask or covering, unless exempted. Use of
hand sanitiser on entry will be mandatory.
Displays will be spaced to allow for safe distancing. Please help us to
help the charities.

All Government restrictions will be in place.
See also: notice on page 32.
28 | PGURC Magazine | November 2020 Issue

29 | PGURC Magazine | November 2020 Issue

ABOUT OUR CHURCH
WE SHARE OUR PASTORATE WITH THE PONDERS END
and WINCHMORE HILL URCs. Listed below are contact
details for their Church Secretaries:
Ponders End Church Secretary: Mrs Pat Lewis
[pat@rapandsoulmailorder.com]
Winchmore Hill Church Secretary: Vacant

We are part of the Thames North Synod in which there
are 122 United Reformed churches in six Areas, headed
by a Synod Moderator. The United Reformed Church in
the United Kingdom has approx. 1,354 local Churches, 13 Synods and 44,788
members. It meets every two years in General Assembly and has its central
offices at 86 Tavistock Place, London WC1 9RT. Through our membership of
the Council for World Mission we belong to the world-wide Church of Jesus
Christ. This is a Reformed and Congregational body for international exchange
in Mission. The United Reformed Church is one of 32 member Churches.
We are a member of Churches Together in Palmers Green, Winchmore Hill and
Grange Park (CTPGWHGP). In partnership with Church of England, Roman
Catholic, Methodist and Baptist churches in our neighbourhood, we aim to
explore the Christian faith together, and witness to the Gospel.

Minister – Revd Melanie Smith
e-mail: minister@palmersgreenurc.org.uk
Telephone: 0208 374 0509

Secretary - Mr Martin van Staveren
e-mail: secretary@palmersgreenurc.org.uk

Treasurer (Interim) - Mr Brian Hosier
e-mail: brian@hosier.eclipse.co.uk
Palmers Green United Reformed Church is at the corner of Fox Lane and Burford
Gardens, London N13 4AL and online at both www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk and
www.facebook.com/PGURC/ . Our magazine is published monthly and is printed by
‘Office Interiors’ in Palmers Green using approx. 85% recycled paper.

MAGAZINE COPY DATES FOR DECEMBER 2020 ISSUE

Publication is scheduled on or before Saturday 28th November 2020.
All copy, including Church Diary information, to be sent to Harry Goforth
(preferably by email to: hbg@goforth.myzen.co.uk) by Friday morning
20th November 2020.
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Shop opens at
Palmers Green United Reformed Church
Fox Lane, Palmers Green, London N13 4AL
Corner of Burford Gardens
Free On-Street Parking
But note new access restrictions on Fox Lane

Saturday 31 October – Wednesday 16 December 2020
Monday - Saturday, 10 am - 4 pm

Credit or debit cards only
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