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Silver Wedding Anniversary: who was there 25 years ago? 
 

Many of you will know that we celebrated our silver wedding anniversary 
recently on May 6th and we'd like to thank the various people who sent us 
cake, flowers, congratulations, cards and good wishes. 
 

Inevitably, in these strange times, it was a muted occasion and not what we 
had originally planned; but we had a nice day, cooked ourselves a nice meal, 
spent some time with Lucy (who is stuck in Dundee) over Skype, and Owen 
took some photos of us to mark the occasion. The children had organised 
some surprises for us and made us a really lovely video compilation of 
messages from family and friends. 
 

We also dug out our old wedding photos and spent a while reminiscing and 
trying to identify everyone in the photos and we thought that it would be 
good to reproduce here the photo* of all our church guests (see opposite) 
for you to have some fun with too. How many people can you identify - 
including some heads hiding behind other heads?  We've got most of them 
but here are 2 people who we can't identify.  Whose head is that hiding 
behind Terry Oakley and the head you can just make out behind Alan Page? 
Answers on a postcard... (or by email/phone). We'd love to know! 
 

Sadly, it's also a reminder of all those people who have died or moved away 
in all those years. However, we reckon that there are 20 or so people in this 
photo who are still with us now. There were also several other people who 
were there but who seem to have escaped this photograph! I think some of 
them were in the Main Hall preparing that enormous buffet lunch that we all 
had and probably some taking photos themselves. 
 

And lastly, those of you who were there might remember that our wedding 
service was rather unusual : as part of the promises made, our families, 
friends and the congregation also promised to love and support us through 
the ups and downs in the years to come in whatever ways they could. So 
now seems like a good time to say thank you to you all for keeping your 
promises and for that love and care and support that you have shown to us 
and to our children over all these years. Our heartfelt thanks to you all. 
 

Love and blessings to you all. Keep well and safe. 
 

Stuart and Margaret Jenkins 
 

*Editor’s Note: If anyone knows who took the photo please contact the Editor. 
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Morning Worship is still being held every Sunday online and includes 
Holy Communion on the first or second Sunday of each month.  Zoom 
Coffee follows each service and lasts about 40 minutes.  However, as a 
result of the New Coronavirus, COVID-19, pandemic, services in the 
Sanctuary will not begin until government guidelines permit.   
 

If you would like to begin taking part in our online Sunday Worship, 
please contact our Minister so you can receive her email notifications 
each week. Also consult PGURC Weekly Bulletins sent out by email, and 
via post by Barbara Crock and speak on the phone to your Pastoral 
Contact, for more up-to-date information about the reinstatement of 
regular worship services in the Sanctuary. 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR JUNE 2020 SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

7th June 14th June 21st June 

Genesis 1.1-2.4a 
2 Corinthians 13.11-13 
Psalm 8 
Matthew 28.16-20 

Exodus 19.2-8a 
Romans 5.1-8 
Psalm 100 
Matthew 9.35-10.8 (9-23) 

Jeremiah 20.7-13 
Romans 6.1b-11 
Psalm 69.7-10, 11-15, 16-18 
Matthew 10.24-39 

28th June 
Jeremiah 28.5-9 
Romans 6.12-23 
Psalm 89.1-4, 15-18 
Matthew 10.40-42 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W O R S H I P   S E R V I C E S   -   J U N E   2 0 2 0 
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Elders’ Meetings 2020 – (CURRENTLY ONLINE ONLY) 
➢ Wednesday 22nd July 
➢ Tuesday 6th October 
➢ Wednesday 2nd December 

Church Meetings 2020 – (WHEN GOVERNMENT GUIDELINES PERMIT) 
➢ Sunday 14th June (CANCELLED) 
➢ Sunday 13th September 
➢ Sunday 15th November (Annual Forum) - Revised Date 

 

‘A Place for Coffee’ – (WHEN GOVERNMENT GUIDELINES PERMIT) 
 

Please also refer to the weekly Bulletin, available by email and by post, and to 
NewsShare email messages, for more up-to-date information about events.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C H U R C H   D I A R Y  

HALLS LETTING: Contact Mikayla Coote, Bookings Manager 
Tel: 01366 348190 | email: pgurcbookings@outlook.com  

Please visit our website for more details - 
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html  

 

mailto:pgurcbookings@outlook.com
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html
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Taking Stock 
 

At Palmers Green, the coronavirus has hit us 
hard as a community; with the loss of both 
Clem Gittens and Peter Owen, plus several 
relatives and friends.  I know that members of 
our sister churches are holding us in prayer, as 
we prayerfully support Karen and Kathrine, Jo, 
Becky and Lucy.  Although we cannot embrace 
them physically, we can surround them in 
prayer and love. 
 

Way back at the beginning of the year, when the coronavirus was 
something most of us had never heard about, we said we would 
endeavour to work through the ‘Holy Habit’ materials.  The aim was to 
help us travel our Christian journey together, exploring what it means to 
be community.  The first habit we said we’d look at is ‘Eating Together’ – 
something that has been made all but impossible by the pandemic.  I 
would very much hope that we can get back to eating together, meeting 
together, and worshiping together before too long, yet I am also mindful 
that this will take time and careful planning.   
 

There is much talk about a ‘new normal’.  Yet my feeling is that it would 
be wrong to rush into any normality – back to the old or into something 
new.  We need time to grieve our losses and take stock of where we are 
and discern how we’d like to move forward.  The good things we have 
learnt, such as better pastoral care by telephone and more 
communication with those who can make it to church only occasionally, 
should be maintained and nurtured.  Conversely, we should evaluate 
whether other habits are healthy and life affirming, whether they build us 
up as community, and not simply slip into the ones that are the easiest to 
adopt.   
 

We need to be ready to keep on challenging any ‘normal’, testing it to 
ensure that it is the right thing, rather than the one that makes us most 

P A S T O R A L   L E T T E R 
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comfortable.  If ever we are in a period when we should question our 
comfort zones, it is now, as we have proved how adaptable we are!   
 

This is not about any radical agenda, but a once in a generation 
opportunity to assess what we want to be as a church community.  Let’s 
pray that, together, our new habits will bring us closer to God and to each 
other. 
 

In the words of Matthew Scully: 

“Sometimes tradition and habit are just that, comfortable excuses 
to leave things be, even when they are unjust and unworthy”. 
 

Your ministers, 
Melanie and Mark 
 
 

Eco Tip 
According to a leading green energy supplier, all of us relying on food 
delivery services at the moment are helping the environment!   
 

Home delivery is like the public transport of groceries.  Instead of having 
20 odd cars make their way to the supermarket – one van drives around 
delivering to everyone in the area.  Additionally, it means you’re less likely 
to impulse buy which can help to reduce any waste food.   
 

Remember, if you can, to ask for no plastic bags.  It is safe to buy 
unpackaged fruit and veg if you wash it thoroughly.  A study published in 
the New England Journal of Medicine revealed plastic is the surface the 
coronavirus remains viable on for the longest - up to 72 hours; for 
cardboard/paper it was 24.  So perhaps, if you had not been in the habit of 
doing so, stick with deliveries after the lockdown and help slow down 
climate chaos. 
 
 

Out of India? (Part Two) 
On Friday evening, after having spent most of the day with the Principal 
of Bishops College we met up with our good friends, Prakash Thankachan 
and Margaret Ali. Margaret is one of the few ordained female ministers in 
the Diocese of Calcutta and Prakash and is a deacon who works with the 
Mennonites. We spent time with them and their families, especially 
enjoying some time playing with their daughter, Irene. 
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On the Saturday, we were guests at a workshop on human trafficking. It 
was incredibly moving to hear stories from women who had been 
trafficked and others who were having to work as sex-workers in order to 
ensure that their children did not end up in the same profession. Our 
hearts were touched deeply, both by these incredibly amazing people and 
by the vision of the church to try and act to make a difference. 
 

Sunday morning, we split up! Melanie went off with Rig David from 
Cathedral Relief Services to preach at CNI Wesleyan Church (below) and 

Mark headed to St Paul’s Cathedral in Kolkata where Bishop Paritosh 
Canning led the eucharist, and Mark spoke as the cathedral celebrated 
Mothering Sunday (a week early!). 
 

Mark then attended the blessing of the Cathedral Gift Shop, and a 
refurbished play area for young people (he even managed to get in a 
quick game of badminton on the newly built court!) before a quick snack 
with the Friends of the Cathedral. 
 

In the afternoon we joined a contingent from the diocese and headed out 
for the re-dedication of St John’s Church. The Bishop was greeted in the 
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traditional Indian way 
(shown left) and in 
the afternoon, there 
was a great 
celebration with much 
joy present (shown 
below). It looked like 
being a great new 
start for a church in 
the middle of an area 
that struggles to 
make ends meet. 

 

On the Monday we 
were able to say a few 
goodbyes as we headed 
off with Pradip, the 
Administrator at 
Khristiya Seva Niketan 
Hospital, to go to 
Sarenga – the second 
part of our trip was just 
about to begin. 
 

Mark and Melanie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s a mystery – how do we respond? 
 

Pentecost was when the church began. 
There was a sound from heaven like the rush of a violent wind which filled 
the whole house, and tongues, as of fire, appeared among them and 
rested on them. 
 

Luke records that “all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.” (Acts 2:4) 
 

F E E D I N G   T H E   S P I R I T 
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Something happened that day. 
 

We can’t escape the fact. 
 

The disciples’ lives were changed…and many people in churches all over 
the world have wondered and asked questions about what happened 
that day down through the centuries. Some have pleaded that God would 
send the Holy Spirit again in the same way. Others have wanted to shy 
away from whatever it was that happened for fear of one kind or another. 
 

But I don’t think anyone can deny that something happened that day, 
something that changed the disciples in a powerful way, something that 
gave them the courage to preach the message of the good news about 
Jesus Christ in a new, powerful and vibrant way. 
 

A few years later the apostle Paul arrived at Ephesus and found a group of 
believers. 
 

The story, re-told by Luke in Acts 19, is one that continues to challenge the 
21st century church.  
 

Paul notices that these believers seem to be missing something, so he 
asks them a simple question: 
 

“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” 
 

We’re not quite sure what it was that caused Paul to ask this question, or 
what exactly seemed to be absent from these disciples, but it is 
something we were reminded of recently when reading “Unleashed” by 
Gavin and Anne Calver, who write: 
 

“What we do not see here in Acts is a church operating out of duty, but out 
of joy. They are powerfully moved by the love of God in their hearts to share 
with their brothers and sisters. There is an overflow of generosity, of 
kindness, and selflessness that spills forth in the early church.” (p57) 
 

Might it be the joy that those disciples at Ephesus were missing – and is 
that something that in our own worship as a church is missing oftentimes 
today? 
 

After Paul baptises these believers, he lays his hands on them and “the 
Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied”. 
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Is it the gifts of the Holy Spirit that we are missing in our churches today, 
gifts that according to 1 Corinthians 12 vary, but which “God..activates ..in 
everyone..for the common good”? (1 Corinthians 12:4 – 7) 
 

Do we realise and recognise that it is God’s intention that we all have 
something to offer to build up the church of God, the body of Christ – 
each of us has a part to play, and the current situation we are facing as a 
community dealing with coronavirus means that we need to think more 
about our response. Can we help by calling another member of the 
church and having a chat with them? Can we help by praying for another 
person in need? Is God speaking to us about a different way we could 
respond? Do we need to ask God to fill us with the Holy Spirit, or give us 
the joy that is promised to us? 
 

Graham Tomlin, in his book “The Provocative Church” writes about our 
calling as Christians: 
 

“Christians are not meant just to try to do good, be nice and help the world 
work a little bit better. They are instead to act as signposts to another 
order, another way of life, another kingdom, which can be glimpsed in this 
world, but has not yet arrived completely.” (p22) 
 

We are called together to be the light of Christ to the world around us. 
 

Can we pray that we might see how God might want to do that through 
us, as individuals, and as a church, at this strange time – and might we 
also pray that the Holy Spirit would lead and guide each and every one of 
us from day to day? 
 

Mark and Melanie 
 
 

Transgender. Christian. Human. 
Alex Clare-Young recently appeared on Songs of Praise and spoke about 
his life-journey to the point at which he has become the first out 
transgender minister in the United Reformed Church. 
 

His book, the title of which is above, has recently been published by wild 
goose publications (2019). 
 

I have a copy if anyone is interested in borrowing it (always happy to lend 
books!).  
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Alex’s book is a good, easy-to-read account of Alex’s journey to date 
which, I think, will prove a good introductory book for people who are 
struggling to understand the experiences that many like Alex have been 
through, and still go through. 
 

There is a good section on "Defining Terms" which helps the reader 
understand some of the words that are used when referencing 
transgender people and some useful worship resources (prayers and 
songs) that could be adapted and used in many different situations. 
 

If you personally have no experience of transgender people then I would 
commend the book to you – it doesn’t take too long to read and is written 
in a way that means you can take it as slowly or as quickly as you would 
wish to. There is space provided through the book for you to reflect on 
what has been written. 
 

Mark Meatcher 
 

Editor’s Note: You can find more information about Alex on his website 
at: https://transgenderchristianhuman.com/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are a group of different people looking for 

and finding, strength and meaning in God’s love. 
 

You will always be welcomed gladly. 
 

We worship and pray together. 
 

We learn about God’s love and forgiveness 

through Jesus, the Bible and with the help of each other. 
 

Together we will work to make Jesus present 

by loving actions done, and by loving words spoken, 

in this church and beyond these doors. 
 
 
 
 

O U R   M I S S I O N   S T A T E M E N T 
 

https://transgenderchristianhuman.com/
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Pastoral Notes - 19th May 2020 
From Barbara Crock 
 

As you all know, Clem Gittens died on the 7th April and his cremation took 
place on 28th April with Melanie taking the service at Enfield Crematorium 
(see page 15). Karen, Kathrine, Clem’s sister and nephew were present 
together with John Strange, Brian Ball and Harry Goforth. Karen is trying 
to come to terms with what has happened. Some of us, including Paris in 
Amsterdam, were able to watch via Webcam. If you would like to make a 
donation in Clem Gittens memory, please send a cheque, made payable 
to Alzheimer’s Society, to Fundraising Team, Alzheimer's Society, Scott 
Lodge, Scott Road, Plymouth PL2 3DU. Below is a link to their website: 
https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/get-involved/make-donation/donate-by-post  
 

Peter Owen sadly died on the 11th April with the cremation on the 5th May. 
Jean has recently visited Jo and Nancy Burnett and Sarah Brandi are also 
in phone contact with her. (see page 17) 
 

Nancy has been very concerned as her brother was seriously ill with Covid 
19 but is now recovering. 
 

Chris Cummings is being helped after daughter Beverley’s funeral by the 
family and, in particular, her grandson. 
 

Angie Saunders’ brother died, not from the virus, and his funeral was on 
29th April. She is having support from her work colleagues. 
 

I regret to tell you that Brian Smith was readmitted on 25 May to Barnet 
Hospital with an exacerbation of his previous infection. Please keep him 
and the family in your hearts and prayers at this uncertain time. 
 

Mary Wilshere is in good spirits; she still has twenty-four-hour care.  The 
same can be said for Jill Jenkins. 
 

Rosina McLellan sent very best wishes from Fareham where she remains 
with her daughter. 
 

N E W S   O F   P E O P L E   &   E V E N T S 
 

https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/get-involved/make-donation/donate-by-post
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Margaret and Stuart enjoyed a very different Silver Wedding anniversary 
to the one planned. Owen put together a video of family and friends who 
should have been there. They dressed for the occasion and Lucy was able 
to join them for the afternoon from Dundee by Skype. (see page 3) 
 

Victor Okereke gained his Economics Degree from Yale University 
yesterday so, many congratulations to him and, once the restrictions are 
lifted, he commences work with a company in the USA. 
 

Saturday is Brian Ball’s 60th birthday, so we wish him every happiness.  
For those of you who remember Brenda Farnsworth-Jones, a member 
who moved away, Brian Ball keeps in touch with her and recently had a 
video WhatsApp call with her.  Brenda seemed and looked quite well, and 
Brian feels the staff at the home are very good.  Hopefully, he will be able 
to visit her again soon. 
 

Gill’s mission to climb the virtual equivalent of Kilimanjaro was completed 
last Sunday. All donations were given to Tearfund for their much-needed 
work in deprived countries. Congratulations Gill! 
 

Thanks have been received for those preparing Sunday church services 
and the bulletin. Our congregation is feeling supported. Thanks too, to all 
the pastoral carers maintaining contact and giving hope at this time. 
 

Barbara 
 
 

Elders’ Meeting 
The Elders held a Zoom video meeting on Tuesday 19th May. We received 
lots of pastoral news of members and friends, and Barbara has written 
this up for this issue of the magazine (see above). We also had a useful 
general discussion about when the church buildings can be reopened for 
worship, and for use by other organisations. We need to wait for further 
clear changes in guidelines from the government and from the URC 
nationally, which means, I'm afraid, it's likely to be six weeks at least 
before anything definite can be arranged.  Services will continue to be 
sent out via email and in print during this period and for some time 
afterwards. The June Church Meeting will not take place, but a meeting 
will be held when possible.   
Martin van Staveren 
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Clement Robert Gittens  

13 May 1939 – 7 April 2020 
 

A Cremation Service was held for Clem on 28 
April 2020 at Enfield Crematorium led by Revd 
Melanie Smith and attended by members of his 
family and a few friends. The service included 
hymns Abide with Me, In the Garden and Amazing 
Grace, with Bible readings from John 3.16 and 
John 14, along with prayers and the recording 
What a Wonderful World by Louis Armstrong. 
 

During the service, the following Reflection was given by Revd Smith: 
 

There is a certain irony with singing, ‘I come to the garden’ as Clem was 
never a gardener; with Clem coming from Dominica, a land of lush 
mountainous rainforests, trying to replicate that kind of beauty would 
be beyond the most green-fingered of us here in the UK! 
 

Clem came to the UK in 1964, working for a Hatton Garden jewellery 
firm, before becoming an assistant school caretaker, eventually settling 
into life working for London Transport in 1977, keeping his links with 
those colleagues through into his retirement. 
 

Clem had met Karen in 1970, when Karen was sat on the grass near 
Speakers Corner in Hyde Park and started chatting to her.  I’m extremely 
impressed that their ‘first date’ was to the American Embassy for a demo 
against the Vietnam War.  Not that either of them were fiercely political, 
but Clem had a knack at finding interesting things to do, and loved 
exploring London.  After a couple of years dating, Clem and Karen 
married, Kathrine arrived, followed in 1980 by Ronald. 
 

Clem was spontaneous and knew that the best things in life are free.  
One memorable day, after an announcement, I think, on the radio, 
they  hurriedly tracked down three teddy bears from around the house 
to enable Clem, Karen and young Katherine to get into London Zoo for 
free, with a bear each as their free pass.  Chessington Zoo and 
Amusement Park was another favourite family destination. 
 



16 | PGURC Magazine | June 2020 Issue 
 

Clem’s love of London, however, did not extend to love of London 
football clubs, with Manchester United being his favourite team.  Not 
that he ever visited Manchester, but enjoyed their winning under Alex 
Ferguson.  And, as a good West Indian, Clem, obviously, loved cricket, 
and the carnival – especially in the days when you could walk alongside a 
band or group.  Clem loved steel bands and Stevie Wonder, and 
managed to go to one of the open-air gigs of his at, you guessed it, Hyde 
Park. 
 

Kathrine talks about her dad as a good person with a good heart, with a 
special bond with Paris, often being there for her, to pick her up from 
school, and always concerned for them both, a loving father and 
grandfather.  Even though they were traumatic circumstances, it was 
good that Kathrine was able to visit her dad in hospital during his final 
days, and we know, also, that Ronald was on Clem’s mind.  
 

And today we seek the comfort that neither Clem nor Ronald are alone, 
but in that place prepared for them.  For we are all here in the hope and 
faith that Jesus’ promise of love for the world, that the gift of the only 
Son, means that we who believe in Christ should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.  We give thanks for the assurance that, through Christ, 
Clem has new life in the place prepared for him.  Clem:  husband, father, 
grandfather, brother, and friend will be missed. 

 
 

From Brian Ball: Received 5 May 2020 

When I think of Clem, my mind immediately goes to football. As many of 
you will know, he was a Man United fan and I am Chelsea. Well Clem was 
exceptionally good at the banter, which could get quite heated, over a 
cup of coffee and a biscuit after church. And while being fans of 
different clubs, we shared a common dislike for Jose Mourinho! I was 
disappointed that we never got to meet up in the pub to watch a match 
together, as we were planning shortly before he died. 
 

I know that Clem was a great support and encouragement for all the rest 
of the family with the tragic death of son Ronald. He was positive and 
full of hope, even in the face of great adversity. Clem – you will be 
greatly missed, and our thoughts go out to Karen, Kathrine and Paris. 

 

Brian 



17 | PGURC Magazine | June 2020 Issue 
 

Peter Owen, my much-loved Scout and 

‘Gooner’ chum – From Sarah Brandi 
 

Where to start, I have known Peter for over 40 
years and can say it was a thoroughly 
companionable and enjoyable friendship. 
 

The Owen family first hit my radar when I joined the 
23rd Southgate Scout Group as a Cub Leader in 1977. 
David (Peter’s father) was the chairman of the 23rd 
Executive Committee and had a reputation as an irascible/fiery Welshman 
and despite this I had no problem with him. When I met Peter, I realised 
he was the antithesis of David in almost every way except for his pride in 
being Welsh and passion for the Welsh Rugby Team. 
 

I next met Jo Owen and her mother, the indomitable 
Winifred Bartholomew, who were the stalwarts of ‘The China 
Stall’ at the Scout Jumble Sale for 50 odd years. Of later 
years both Becky and Lucy were roped in by Jo to help when 
it became a bit too much for Winifred. Peter was never an 
aficionado of the Jumble Sale and managed to escape it, I do 
not blame him and often wish I could do the same....... 
 

Peter had been a Cub, Scout and Rover at his beloved 172nd North London 
Scout Group based at St Georges Church, Fox Lane, N13. He was fiercely 
proud of this connection with the 172nd North London Scout Troop and his 
lifelong ties with the Scouts friends made there.  They kept in touch with 
each other all their lives and regularly met up around the country to ‘chew 
over’ their scouting days. Their friendships were what Scouting is truly 
about, that of being a family in the true sense.  I met many of them in 
April 2012 when they attended the 100 year celebration at Fox Lane UR 
Church of the 153rd North London / 2nd Southgate which was joined 
together with the 172nd North London / 8th Southgate in 1973 when the 
two Fox Lane Churches merged to form the URC and the 23rd Southgate 
Scout Group was born.  The 172nd and 153rd had been great rivals as only 
meeting a couple of block apart in Fox Lane – a bit like Arsenal & Spurs 
fans – Peter was a 172nd man to his very core and it had always meant a 
great deal to him. 
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For many years I sat on the Southgate District Scout Executive with Peter 
and many a time we raised our eyes to the heavens at some of the inane 
remarks made by fellow executive members. Peter, along with Jo, were 
our ever-present Bar Tenders at the Scout District AGMs cheerfully 
dispensing wine (be it not chilled) and soft drinks. Peter purchased the 
drinks and supplied the glasses and he had a habit of not submitting the 
invoices to the Treasurer; on this score I regularly chided him and 
sometimes I managed to get an invoice out of him. I understood his 
generosity but as all the other ‘bar stewards’ claimed every penny they 
spent I thought Peter should in no way subsidise their ‘expenses’. 
 

The other lifelong interest I shared with Peter was ‘The Arsenal’.  I had 
been a fan since I was 15; it was at Highbury that I experienced my first 
ever football match and have been enjoying, or not as the case may be, 
following the Arsenal to this day. Talking to Peter about the Arsenal was 
very strange, he was an ardent fan but never went to the games. When I 
told him that a game was going to be on terrestrial TV (such as FA Cup 
games) he never watched them but avidly read the report of the match in 
the next day’s newspaper and discussed it next time we met. He would 
get very angry with Arsene Wenger and would frequently write to him 
expressing his dissatisfaction with how he was running the Team. He was 
very much in the vein of ‘Disgusted of Tunbridge Wells’ when it came to 
the management of the Arsenal Team.  
 

A few years ago, I discovered that some Arsenal ‘youth games’, under 
17’s, under 19’s and under 23’s were played at the Emirate Stadium. It 
turned out that tickets for us ‘oldies’ were all of £2 each and travel to 
Drayton Park and back cost us nothing so it was a ‘no brainer’ for a fun 
outing. So on the day of the match, usually a Thursday with a 7pm KO, 
Peter would catch the train at Winchmore Hill just before 6pm and I 
would join him on the train at Palmers Green and off we would go to The 
Emirates. Becky joined us on at least one occasion, the cost of her ticket 
being the grand sum of £4.  
 

Peter thoroughly enjoyed watching the Arsenal youngsters play and 
followed the progress of his favourites over the years. We sat in the 
stands, well wrapped up if a winter match, eating whatever snacks and 
chocolate we had brought with us and cheering every now and then and 
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getting frustrated at unfair refereeing......When it was all over we walked 
back to Drayton Park Station and caught our train back home happy and 
looking forward to the next match. Jo was telling me that she, Becky and 
Lucy had once travelled to the Arsenal training ground at London Colney 
and got to speak to the man himself, Arsene Wenger. I wonder what 
Peter would have said to him if he had been with them... 
 

Of course, Peter’s real passion was the Welsh National Rugby Team, and 
he would travel to Wales by train to watch them play come rain or snow 
usually accompanied by Lucy.  On one occasion Lucy, Aaron and baby 
Sophie all accompanied Peter to Cardiff. Sophie was resplendent in a baby 
sized Welsh Rugby Shirt, what an initiation... 
 

When Peter had his bike accident in Southwold and subsequent 
operations on his shoulder, he was housebound for quite a time and was 
getting very bored and frustrated. On a Friday morning, when Jo was at 
work (sounds like an assignation!), I would pop in having first picked up 3 
cream cakes from Sainsburys. We would chat about the meaning of life, 
the universe, have a laugh, moan about the Arsenal and so on till Jo came 
home – the 3rd cake was for her. 
 

Peter was always thinking of his ‘girls’ and arranged a great many treats 
for them especially at Birthdays and Christmas. I remember the only 
Church Christmas lunch I attended, there was Peter and myself with no 
obvious table to join so we went and sat with the members from the 
Compton Road Church who were very welcoming. Peter had sent his 
‘girls’ on a Christmas Present ‘jolly’ somewhere for the weekend, so as he 
was ‘home alone’ he decided to go to the Church Lunch.  
 

Peter was completely delighted to become a granddad at the birth of 
Sophie and again later at the birth of his grandson Leo. He had never 
banked on any grandchildren, so being presented with two made his ‘cup 
truly overflow’. He, along with Jo, became a dab hand at baby siting 
thereby relieving the pressure on Lucy whilst she found her feet as a 
‘tenderfoot mother’. He enjoyed watching Sophie growing up but 
admitted he found ‘looking after grandchildren’ a very tiring occupation 
as ‘tempus’ had ‘fugit’ since his girls were young and his stamina had 
reduced considerably. With the birth of his grandson Leo the female 
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dominance of the Owen Family was finally broken, not that this was 
particularly important to Peter. 
 

Over the years things would emerge about our lives and points of 
contact; once when Peter asked me why I was going to Liverpool I 
explained that my sister and her family lived on The Wirral. Immediately 
Peter told me that he had spent the first 4 years of his life in 
Bromborough, which is on The Wirral and close to Port Sunlight, before 
his family moved to London. So, whenever I visited my sister, we had a 
chat about The Wirral and all things ‘Wirralian’. 
 

Of later years I often banged into Peter on the train, either going to or 
coming from the City, where he had been either visiting the Swimming 
Baths or continuing his education at The City Lit..... 
 

Out of the blue I would receive a postcard from Peter & Jo, I had not 
known that they were off on one of their ‘jaunts’, and I found it very 
touching that they had time to think of me whilst away enjoying 
themselves. 
 

My memories of Peter are all very fond ones, he was a very kind and 
thoughtful husband, father, grandfather, friend, and a true Gentleman 
and will be sorely missed by me and countless others I am sure. 
 

Sarah Brandi 
 
 
 

From Eddie Stone: Received 14 April 2020 

So sorry to hear about Peter Owen; he was a Member of our Scout 
District Executive, also a Member of the Enfield Voluntary Youth 
Organisation Committee back in the day … a good friend and champion 
of youth organisations in the local community. Trish and I send our 
sincere condolences to his family. 

 

Eddie and Trish Stone 
 
 

Editor’s Note: It is hoped that Memorial Services in the Sanctuary for both 
Peter and Clem will be arranged as soon as lockdown restrictions are 
lifted.  Announcements about these will be made in future issues of the 
Weekly Bulletin and this magazine. 
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My Trip to Kenya and Ethiopia 
By Brian Ball 
 

A few days after our Christmas, I flew off to celebrate again: New Year in 
Nairobi, then Ethiopian Christmas in Addis Ababa, being on 7th January in 
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. I met up with good friends in each place, 
which always makes a trip special. 
 

My Tanzanian 
friend Freddie, 
who some of you 
may remember 
when he visited 
me in London in 
2014, was studying 
in Nairobi, though 
he has since 
returned to 
Tanzania. The New 
Year celebrations 
were 
disappointing, 
since the big 
firework display 
had been 
cancelled due to 
security concerns 
(Al-Shabaab).  
 

Then we headed 
off to Lake 
Naivasha (above 
right), about 3 
hours by bus. 
From there we 
visited Hell’s Gate 
National Park for a 
cycle safari (below right).  
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The wildlife is not as 
extensive as many other 
safari parks, but then we 
wouldn’t really want to meet 
a lion on a bike! I’d read that 
if any dangerous animals are 
found they’re quickly 
transported elsewhere. 
Anyway, zebras are one of 
my favourites and we saw 
plenty of them (top left). 
 

Another day we trekked up 
Mount Longonot (middle 
left), an extinct volcano. 
Finishing off the day at the 
lakeside, we chose our own 
fish (below) from the fresh 
catch to have it cooked 
specially for us. That fish was 

so tasty! 
 

Back in Nairobi on the Sunday we went to 
the morning service in All Saints Anglican 
Cathedral. Fortunately for me it was 
virtually all in English, just a couple of 
songs in Swahili. We sang all my favourite 
Christmas/Epiphany hymns. It was great to 
see the place packed out. 
 

It’s only 2 hours flying from Nairobi to 
Addis Ababa. I was so impressed with 
Ethiopian Airlines and the airport too. The 
flight arrived a little early and I got through 
passport control, bought, and had my 
tourist visa validated, picked up my 
luggage and was out to meet my friend before the scheduled arrival time. 
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I stayed at a lovely hotel just a short taxi ride from the airport and in the 
same area of the city where my friend lives. 
 

The friend, who I had met 
on my tour to Ethiopia 
about 5 years ago, is 
called Christmas because 
he was born on Christmas 
Day (i.e. 7th January). On 
Christmas Eve, he invited 
me round to his place for 
a special meal called Doro 
Wot (right). It’s chicken 
and hard-boiled eggs in a 
spicy sauce. This was 
accompanied by the 
Ethiopian staple injera, which 
is a sour-tasting pancake 
made from teff flour. I know 
that Christmas cooks it from 
scratch, i.e. from the live 
chicken, but fortunately that 
bit was over, well before I 
arrived! 
 

On Christmas Day, he gave 
me a traditional Ethiopian 
shirt (pictured right) to wear; 
white cotton with the colours 
of the Ethiopian flag 
embroidered into it. We went 
to his church (right) and joined 
others sitting in the sunshine 
quietly praying. They don’t have 
services as we would recognise 
in the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church. In the evening we went 
to a restaurant with traditional 
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Ethiopian dancing. Some of the customers joined in, but fortunately that 
was optional. 
 

We took a trip out of 
Addis Ababa for a few 
days to the old city of 
Harar. It gave us the 
chance to try out 
Ethiopia’s new Chinese 
built railway. It’s about 
500km by rail and then a 
further 80km by bus.  
 

The first challenge was 
finding the station (left) 
in Addis Ababa. It’s brand 

new and they’ve built it some way out of the centre. Our taxi driver had 
said he knew where it was, but he had to stop and ask a lot of people on 
the way. Then when we got there, it turned out they were only running 
the service every other day and of course we were on the wrong day. 

 

Next morning the train was there, complete with stewardesses in a 
striking pink uniform (pictured above). Everything went well for the first 
five hours of our ten-hour journey. Then we just stopped in the middle of 
nowhere. Eventually we were told that a train (probably a freight train 
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from the port of Djibouti 
to Addis) had hit a person 
on the line. They said the 
rail authorities were 
negotiating with the 
man’s family. Eventually 
the train moved, but we 
had to put our trip to 
Harar back as we’d missed 
the last bus of the day.  
 

Arriving in Harar (right), 
we stayed at a beautifully 
decorated cultural guesthouse (below left) inside the old city walls. It’s a 
maze of little winding streets, with brightly coloured houses (below 
right).  

Harar is famous for its hyenas. 
Every night, some locals who the 
hyenas have become very used to, 
take out raw meat – what remains 
from the butcher shops. They invite 
tourists to feed the hyenas, with 
meat on the end of a stick which 
the tourist holds in their hand or 
mouth if they’re brave. Christmas 
joined in (left); I just watched!  
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It was an amazing trip and I feel very lucky to know local friends who can 
accompany me and show me around. Unfortunately, Freddie and 
Christmas have both been affected by the Covid 19 crisis, even though 
Tanzania and Ethiopia have only seen relatively small numbers of cases. 
Freddie has had his safari guide studies interrupted by having to evacuate 
their college, though hopes to go back soon. Christmas has had to put on 
hold his dream to start a taxi business in Addis Ababa, which is subject to 
significant lockdown rules. He has returned to his hometown of Lalibela, 
famous for its rock-cut churches. There’s no lockdown, but no tourists 
either, which most people rely on for their living. 
Brian 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Laos (Indochina Encompassed, part 2) 
By Clem and Estelle Müller 
 

So, over the border to Laos, a country which was once a kingdom. 
 

Having crossed the Thai border at Chiang Khong, we went over the Lao 
border at Huay Xai. We then spent rather a long time filling out forms to 
get a visa to enter Laos.  It would all have gone through much faster had 
they had more writing implements and the officials not been so fussy 
about the state of the dollar notes we had. The Laotian visa officials were 
meticulous about the condition of our US dollars. They had to be in 
pristine condition. I have to say this was an extremely stressful 
experience; however, when Dream, our CEO, explained to us that the 
Laotians would lose money on the exchange if the notes were not in 

pristine condition, we calmed 
down. 
 

Having finally got through the 
Laotian Controls and getting 
our visas, we were picked up 
by a songthaew, a local bus, 
and driven to the wharf to 
transfer to a traditional slow 
boat, a long family boat 
(pictured left).  



27 | PGURC Magazine | June 2020 Issue 
 

We were introduced to Tommie, our Lao tour guide, whilst in Laos. The 
family boat took us along the Mekong River for two days. On the boat, 
the family provided us with fruit and drinks, plus a home cooked meal for 
two days for which we paid. Tommie informed us that the Mekong River 
is over 4000 km long and runs from the Tibetan foothills through China, 
Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam. 
 

The journey on the long boat was heavenly relaxing (see above). We 
could chat with everyone, thus getting to know each other better and 
creating an interesting bond among members of the group on the tour. 
There were only thirteen of us with a considerable amount of space on 
this long boat. On the first day of our Mekong River trip, I did some 
reading, tackled a few crossword puzzles, wrote my diary, did some 
drawings and a few 
stretching exercises. 
As evening drew near, 
we docked at a 
riverbank at a small 
town/village called 
Pak Beng. We stayed 
in wooden chalets 
(right) overlooking the 
Mekong River. On the 
opposite side of the 
river to where we 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myanmar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambodia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam
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were staying, there was an elephant sanctuary (above), which was 
positive for us as we managed to catch a glimpse of a couple of elephants 
bathing themselves. It is said that Laos is known as: ‘the land of a million 
elephants’. However, we didn’t see that many. 
 

Clem and I have fond memories of Pak Beng. On arrival, we were 
allocated our chalets and met Tommie afterwards to do a tour of Pak 
Beng. It was a very small village in my view. Tommie walked us to the 
night market where we saw trays of barbequed insects being sold. 
Apparently, these were eaten by local people during the war when food 
was really short.  
 

After our walk we went to a local restaurant to have a Laotian meal 
together. On the way back, we noticed a small bar right next to our 
chalet, so a few of us went. We had a few drinks and danced. It was a 
great night!!  
 

The following morning, we couldn’t have a shower as there was no water 
in the bathroom, so we used bottled water to have a wash before 
breakfast and then we returned to the boat. Tommie informed us that 
there was a further 168km of the Mekong River to do before arriving at 
Luang Prabang, a large town that had become a UNESCO town.  
Prior to arriving at our next destination, we stopped off at Pak Ou Caves 
for a visit. These caves are set within this predominantly mountainous 
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area of the Mekong. Tommie 
guided us through these dramatic 
caves, considered an important 
spiritual site by many Lao people. 
There were many Buddha statues 
and images (right) that lined the 
limestone walls. 
 

We had a conversation with 
Tommie about Buddhism. He 
informed us that he is an Animist 
and carried on to elaborate. This is 
what we understand about 
Buddhism. It is the primary religion 
of Laos. The Buddhism practised in 
Laos is of the Theravada tradition. 
Lao Buddhism is a unique version 
of Theravada Buddhism and is at the basis of ethnic Lao culture. 
Buddhism in Laos is often closely tied to Animist beliefs, and beliefs in 
Ancestral spirits, particularly in rural areas. However, Laos is a multi-ethnic 
country with a large proportion of non-Buddhist groups that adhere to 
religions that are often subsumed 
under the denominator ‘Animism’, 
but that can also substantially 
overlap with Buddhism, or at least 
contain Buddhist elements resulting 
from cross- cultural contact. 
 

Our first day in Luang Prabang 
began at 8am when we visited the 
Silkworm Art Workshop, the 
founder being Canadian, providing 
local work and developing Laotian 
skills. I was very tempted to buy a 
silk scarf! (map pictured right, 
silkworms and cocoons shown next 
page) 
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We visited the 
beautiful Kwang Si 
Waterfalls (above) 
where we were 
allowed to swim if 
we chose. Close by 
was also a Bear 
Sanctuary which 
we found 
interesting.  
 

En route back to the hotel, we were taken to a family restaurant, set in 
very nicely looked-after grounds, for lunch. On arrival, we sat on the floor 
on cushions (lower left), whilst three members of the family did some 
sort of religious ceremony, tying bands on our wrists which was meant to 
protect us and keep us safe. (shown above) 
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Luang Prabang sits at the sacred confluence 
(right) of the Mekong River and the Nam Khan 
River, with strong evidence of the best made 
French croissants, left during colonial French 
rule.  This town has seen a flood of 
investments over the past twenty years, with 
leprous French villas being revived as fabulous, 
though affordable boutique hotels with some 
of the best Southeast Asian chefs moving in. 
Despite all this, Luang Prabang remains a 
sleepy and friendly town. 
 

After visiting the heritage museum and 
the Night Market, we were taken to one 
of the many Homestay villages not far 
from Viang Vieng called Naduang Village 
Asean Homestay (left). The road to the 
village was not paved but had red earth, 
and it was a tough ride. On arrival, we 
parked up at house number one, the 
Village Leader's. There was a restaurant 
attached. We were asked to take a seat 
whilst Tommie explained to us that we 
would all be allocated a family to stay 
overnight but that we would return to 
the restaurant for our meals. A group of 

village ladies 
(left) were 
sitting close 
by. The 
leader gave 
Tommie a 
small tin 
with 
numbers 
written on 
pieces of 
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paper. Tommie asked us 
each, couples counted 
as one, to pull out a 
piece of paper, and he 
read out the number. 
Clem and I got number 
five and we followed 
the owner of the house 
we were going to stay. 
Through sign language 
we established names. 
The lady' s name is Tong 
and she has a 3yr old 

son called Timmi (pictured above), which we later learned was her 
youngest. We later met her older son,14yrs and her 21yr old daughter who 
both spoke some English. It was interesting to hear their plans for their 
future and we wished them every success in their efforts to achieve their 
goals. 
 

Tong did a little religious ceremony at the start of our arriving at her 
home. She tied a band each on our wrists and wrapped colourful skirts on 
us both (group shown below). All this was done in half an hour and we 
then had to return to the restaurant for dinner.  
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Firstly, after tasting the village leader's 
brandy (pictured left), Tommie took us 
on a tour of the village explaining the 
different types of houses. There were 
wooden houses on stilts with chickens, 
domestic animals, etc, running around 
(photo below). Some families had saved 
enough money to build brick houses. 
There were no paved areas anywhere so 
we thought about what it would be like if 
it rained there and how they coped with 
the red colouring everywhere! 
 
 
 

After dinner, we 
returned to 
Tong's house. She 
got the beds 
ready for us by 
taking the 
mosquito nets 
down and 
showing us where 
the bathroom 
was. Although the 
house was a brick 
house the shower 
was a barrel filled 
with water and a 
cup, with a toilet that couldn’t take paper. There was a bin for the paper 
used as was the case in many places in Laos.  
 

The next morning, we thanked the family for having us and met the 
others at number one. The group offered gifts that could be used in 
school or for the benefit of the villagers. We said our thanks and 
goodbyes and set off for Viang Vieng. 
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We arrived around 8.30 am and left our luggage in storage before 
heading off to do an optional activity: kayaking for the day with ‘Spicey 
and Vong’, our instructors (group shown below). We kayaked on the 
Namsong river. The kayaks were not as we were used to and of course, 
we were useless, veering into the rocks regularly as opposed to 
meandering along the river. Anyway, we did 12km kayaking and visited 
Angel Cave on a tyre ring. In the afternoon we relaxed in the Blue Lagoon. 
It was a tiring day for us but a scenic experience. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The next morning, we were driven to 
Vientiane, the capital of Laos, a city 
which had a considerable number of 
French characteristics: shutters.  
 

Opposite the Presidential Palace is an 
Avenue (pictured right) like Les 
Champs Elysees in Paris with an Arc de 
Triomphe at the other end and a 
temple called “That Dam”. My 
observation was that Vientiane was a 
slow town for a capital city, and very 
French. What was remarkable was that 
no one spoke French.... Really odd!!! 
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Apart from Vientiane, we both loved travelling through Laos.  The 
panoramic views through the mountains and dense forests (shown 
above) were a 'breath of fresh air'. We also found that Laos was not as 
under-developed as it is made out to be. As indicated previously, there are 
many ethnic tribes in northern Laos hence the differing types of 
Buddhism. Those people we met were very friendly and approachable. 
 

One member of the tour group has written a poem about the Mekong 
River and has agreed for me to share it with you all: 
 

Mekong Riverside Lodge Sonnet 
By Theresa Anna Yuschok (Terry)* 
 

Mosquito netting drapes like bridal veil, 
bed gowned in pristine white sheets. 
Lao birds sing, “Klop jai Lao Lao”, 
for cozy nest of bamboo basket weave. 
 

Breath refreshed in greening Pak Beng mountains, 
savor tamarind in coconut milk, 
juicy mango, guava, pineapple, 
delicate omelette, rich coffee, custard silk. 
 

Rooster crows to earth to awaken. 
Pink haze blushes over Pak Beng mountains. 
Elephants, blended with grey boulders, 
bathe with trunks of Mekong waters. 
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Immersed in verdant garden, we are baptised: 
Grateful peaceful hearts, keen ears, clear eyes. 

 

Clem and Estelle - May 2020 
 

Postscript: Here are some Lao phrases I learned whilst there and which I 
found useful. They are of course written phonetically: Sabaideee: hello, 
and Khobjai Lai lai: thank you very much. 
 

*Editor’s Note: Theresa Anna Yuschok, MD is a Medical Instructor in the 
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences in the School of 
Medicine at Duke University, Durham, NC, USA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Covid19 
By Quentin Collis 
 

Covid-19, this pandemic that’s new 
Is known as Coronavirus too. 
Doctors and nurses, plus me and you 
Together we’ll all pull through. 
 

Many symptoms, or just a few? 
Close contact just won’t do 
For some it’s like having man flu 
So 2 metres apart in the queue. 

 
 
 

Virus Verse 
By Evelyn Hart 
 

Receiving your latest Covid ode 
Brought pleasure to my old abode – 
The contents are so very true, 
I’ll comply, but don’t like what I do. 
 

P R O V O K I N G   P O E M S 



37 | PGURC Magazine | June 2020 Issue 
 

Being locked up for all this time 
Is like being punished for a crime – 
Which one, today, I can’t recall 
So, guessing, it was small. 
 

I long to see a loving face 
Before I go to ‘outer space’ 
But since your words have made me grin 
I’m now determined to try to win. 
 

I don’t care if the house is dusty, 
So far, my brain box isn’t rusty, 
My writing is lousy, but my love is true, 
I’m sending lots of it directly to you. 

 
Editor’s Note: Thanks to Evelyn Hart for sharing these poems with us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anagram Quiz 
 

A quiz to help keep your brains working during lockdown! The following 
are all anagrams of some very well-known classic novels, including some 
children’s books; what are they? 
 

If you’d like a clue, the author’s initials are given.  
 

1. Higher stewing hut   EB ………………………………………… 

2. Wit rots evil    CD ………………………………………… 

3. Andre dripped juice   JA …………………………………………. 

4. Hee! Tiny foreign tune  GO ………………………………………… 

5. Panda; we care   LT ………………………………………….. 

6. Baggy hatter set   FSF ……………………………………….. 

7. Smear less bile   VH …………………………………………. 

8. Move barmy Ada   GF …………………………………………. 

9. Saw man sand zoo walls  AR …………………………………………. 

10. Knee Ann first    MS ………………………………………… 

11. Wager the posh fart   JS ………………………………………….. 

P U Z Z L E S  
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12. Three tiny spent hits   JB ………………………………………….. 

13. Fold the string hero   JRRT …………………………………….. 

14. Ivan Farity    WMT ……………………………………. 

15. Lass near rim    GE …………………………………………. 

16. Tea for the gassy   JG …………………………………………. 

17. Hew this wild Nile town  KG ………………………………………… 

18. Damn! Hide stale hat   MA ……………………………………….. 

19. Ha! Bitter part of beetle  BP …………………………………………. 

20. Owen hit in hope   AAM ……………………………………... 
 

Editor’s Note: Thanks to one of our readers, who remains anonymous, for 
contributing this.  Answers to be printed in the July Magazine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship from our Enfield 
URCs will be circulated to 
those not on the internet and 
emailed to all with email 
addresses for use at our 
normal worship time of 
11.00am. The additional 
national URC resource to be 
used at any time is available at 
https://devotions.urc.org.uk/  
 

If you do not have Internet 
access, there is now an 
alternative to the online 
worship services some of us 
have been using.  Melanie and 
Mark are recording a short 7-
minute message for each 
Sunday which you can listen to 
by ringing 020 3389 6021. There 
will be a new message every 

N O T I C E B O A R D 
 

https://devotions.urc.org.uk/
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Sunday. The cost of making the call is the standard local call rate, which is 
often free in most peoples' phone packages. 
 

We will continue to 
send out copies of 
our weekly Sunday 
Bulletin and Monthly 
Magazine by email. If 
you don’t currently 
get these, please ask 
Harry Goforth to add 
you to the mailing 
list. This will help us 
all to keep in touch 
with news of our 
Church Family, and 
maintain our Church 
community life. Items 
to include in the 
Bulletin or Magazine 
can be sent to Jean 
and Harry 
respectively. 
 

We know that some 
of you already use the 
URC Daily Devotions 
which are sent out by 
email. If you want to 
start receiving these, you can do so by going to: 
https://devotions.urc.org.uk/ and following the link to the subscription 
form. This is a free service. This will help us during this crisis to continue in 
prayer to our Father God and his Son Jesus, and to do everything in the 
strength of the Holy Spirit. 
 

If you subscribe, you will also receive a weekly Sunday service in URC 
style, which you can listen to online, like a radio service, or print off and 
read. This is a very valuable resource – as we can all share in the same 
service together. 

https://devotions.urc.org.uk/
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WE SHARE OUR PASTORATE WITH THE PONDERS END 
and WINCHMORE HILL URCs.  Listed below are contact 

details for their Church Secretaries: 
Ponders End Church Secretary: Mrs Pat Lewis 

[pat@rapandsoulmailorder.com] 
Winchmore Hill Church Secretary:  Vacant 

 

We are part of the Thames North Synod in which there 
are 126 United Reformed churches in six Areas, headed 
by a Synod Moderator.  The United Reformed Church in 
the United Kingdom has approx. 1,380 local Churches, 13 Synods and 46,880 
members.  It meets every two years in General Assembly and has its central 
offices at 86 Tavistock Place, London WC1 9RT. Through our membership of 
the Council for World Mission we belong to the world-wide Church of Jesus 
Christ.  This is a Reformed and Congregational body for international exchange 
in Mission.  The United Reformed Church is one of 32 member Churches. 
 

We are a member of Churches Together in Palmers Green, Winchmore Hill and 
Grange Park (CTPGWHGP). In partnership with Church of England, Roman 
Catholic, Methodist and Baptist churches in our neighbourhood, we aim to 
explore the Christian faith together, and witness to the Gospel. 
 

Minister – Revd Melanie Smith 
e-mail: minister@palmersgreenurc.org.uk 
Telephone: 0208 374 0509 

Secretary - Mr Martin van Staveren  
e-mail: secretary@palmersgreenurc.org.uk 

Treasurer (Interim) - Mr Brian Hosier  
e-mail: brian@hosier.eclipse.co.uk 
 

Palmers Green United Reformed Church is at the corner of Fox Lane and Burford 
Gardens, London N13 4AL and online at both www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk and 
www.facebook.com/PGURC/ . Our magazine is published monthly and is printed by 
‘Office Interiors’ in Palmers Green using approx. 85% recycled paper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAGAZINE COPY DATES FOR JULY 2020 ISSUE 
Publication is scheduled on or before Saturday 27th June 2020.  
All copy, including Church Diary information, to be sent to Harry Goforth 
(preferably by email to: hbg@goforth.myzen.co.uk) by Friday morning 19th 
June 2020. 

A B O U T   O U R   C H U R C H 
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