
1 | PGURC Magazine | February 2020 Issue 
 

   Palmers Green United Reformed Church 

 February Magazine 2020 
   For all people who seek and share the Good News of Jesus Christ 
   Member of Churches Together in Palmers Green and Winchmore Hill 
 

In this issue 
Worship Services and Church Diary – February 2020       p.2 
Pastoral Letter – Mark and Melanie                                       p.4 
Feeding the Spirit – Revd Jim Gascoigne                             p.7 
Our Mission Statement                                                              p.10 
News of People and Events                                                      p.11 
Provoking Poems – Harry Hunter                                           p.18 
Noticeboard                                                                                   p.19 

 

We promote ‘HOLY HABITS’ at PGURC   
See page 14 

‘HOLY HABITS’ 
A book by 

Andrew Roberts 



2 | PGURC Magazine | February 2020 Issue 
 

 
 
 

 Date Time Service Worship Leader 

Sunday, Feb 2nd 11am Communion Service Dr Paul Ashitey 

Sunday, Feb 9th 11am Parade Service Revd Melanie Smith 

Sunday, Feb 16th 11am Morning Worship Mrs Nancy Hands 

Sunday, Feb 23rd 11am Morning Worship Revd Mark Meatcher 

 

Morning Worship is held every Sunday, and includes Holy Communion on the 
first or second Sunday of each month.  Arrangements for additional services 
are publicised in advance. Christian Education for young people takes place 
during morning worship. 
 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR FEBRUARY 2020 SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

2nd February 9th February 16th February 

1 Corinthians 1.18-31 
Micah 6.1-8 
Psalm 15 
Matthew 5.1-12 

1 Corinthians 2.1-12, (13-16) 
Isaiah 58.1-9a, 9b-12) 
Psalm 112.1-9, (10) 
Matthew 5.13-20 

1 Corinthians 3.1-9 
Deuteronomy 30.15-20 
Psalm 119.1-8 
Matthew 5.21-37 

23rd February 

Matthew 17.1-9 
Exodus 24.12-18 
Psalm 2 or Psalm 99 
2 Peter 1.16-21 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W O R S H I P   S E R V I C E S   -   F E B R U A R Y   2 0 2 0 
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Elders’ Meetings 2020 – 7:30pm, Margaret Russell Room 
➢ Tuesday 11th February 
➢ Wednesday 8th April 
➢ Tuesday 19th May 
➢ Wednesday 22nd July 
➢ Tuesday 6th October 
➢ Wednesday 2nd December 

Church Meetings 2020 -1:15pm, Burford Hall 
➢ Sunday 16th February – Revised Date 
➢ Sunday 14th June 
➢ Sunday 13th September 
➢ Sunday 15th November (Annual Forum) - Revised Date 

 

‘A Place for Coffee’ is open every Saturday morning (10.30am - 12 noon) 
 

Additional information about upcoming Enfield URC events can be found on 
pages 19 - 23 of this magazine.  Please refer to the weekly Bulletin, available by 
email and at services each Sunday, and to NewsShare email messages, for 
more up-to-date information about events.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C H U R C H   D I A R Y  

HALLS LETTING: Contact Mikayla Coote, Bookings Manager 
Tel: 01366 348190 | email: pgurcbookings@outlook.com  

Please visit our website for more details - 
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html  

 

mailto:pgurcbookings@outlook.com
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html
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New ways 
 

“He told them this parable: 
 

‘No one tears a piece out of a new garment 
to patch an old one. Otherwise, they will 
have torn the new garment, and the patch 
from the new will not match the old. And 
no one pours new wine into old wineskins. 
Otherwise, the new wine will burst the 
skins; the wine will run out and the 
wineskins will be ruined. No, new wine must 
be poured into new wineskins. And no one 
after drinking old wine wants the new, for 
they say, ‘The old is better’.”  
(Luke 5: 36 – 39) 
 

When people start talking about new things and change, how do you 
react? 
 

Recently, when reading a couple of commentaries on the above passage, 
it was noted that the last verse, ‘The old is better’, does not appear where 
the story is told in the other gospels. 
 

Why does Luke include it then? 
 

Was there something about the past or past patterns of behaviour that 
Luke was trying to say to the people he was writing to that actually were 
not better? Was he trying to convince them that the new way, the way of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, was better, different in so many ways and 
worthy of exploring? 
 

William Barclay comments that, “The whole passage is Jesus’ 
condemnation of the shut mind and a plea that new ideas should not be 
rejected.” 
 

P A S T O R A L   L E T T E R 
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Challenge to do new things, look at things in a different way, is always 
hard to do – especially when you have been doing things the same way 
for a long time and have learnt many behaviour styles from your 
childhood, and kept to them. 
 

The way we deal with people, the environment, the church, or work, is all 
now a product, for most of us, of many years training, and of behaviour 
patterns that we have developed. 
 

So, should we change those patterns when asked to try something new? 
 

Tom Wright, commenting on the above passage, observes:- 
 

“People sometimes use this passage to justify every bright idea and to mock 
every tradition, but that’s not the idea. Jesus is doing a new thing; this new 
thing still forms the basis of Christianity today. The real challenge of this 
passage is to see where in the world – and, of course, in the church too – 
people are living today as though the old age was still the norm, as though 
the new life of the gospel had never burst in upon us. The task then is to live 
out the new life, the new energy, which was at the heart of Jesus’ teaching 
and work.” 
 

Plenty there for us to consider as we pass through the new year… 
 

Your ministers, 
Mark and Melanie 
 

A Thought for the Month 
"There seemed to be so many things about which people were 
fighting. If Christians, Hindus or Jews are really our enemies, as so 
many say, why are we Muslims fighting with each other? Our people 
have become misguided. They think their greatest concern is 
defending Islam and are being led astray by those like the Taliban who 
deliberately misinterpret the Quran. We should focus on practical 
issues. We have so many people in our country who are illiterate. And 
many women have no education at all. We live in a place where 
schools are blown up. We have no reliable electricity supply. Not a 
single day passes without the killing of at least one Pakistani".  
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(from ‘I am Malala’ by Malala Yousafzai with Christina Lamb) 
 

Malala published her first book in 2013 – How much has changed for her 
community, and how much change has there been when it comes to the 
education of girls/women in our world? 
 

Eco-tip 
After hearing him speak at Greenbelt last year we finally got round to 
buying Mike Berners-Lee’s book ‘There is no Planet B: A Handbook for the 
Make or Break Years’, and can do no better this month than recommend 
that you get your own copy. 
 

It is full of fascinating insights on the issues facing humanity today. Here’s 
a few quotes to get you started:- 
 

“when you go shopping, what you buy is not just the product itself but also 
a whole set of implications for everyone who was involved in producing it.” 
 

“Inequality is the main reason why anyone today does not have access to a 
healthy diet.” 
 

“The elimination of household and catering waste in just Europe and the 
Americas alone would add 10% to the world food supply.” 
 

The book is full of short statements, facts and figures about food, climate 
and the environment, travel and transport, business and technology and 
the like – all presented in an easy to read style. 
 

So, without filling this newsletter with many more tips:- 
 

“We all need to push our money into the supply chains that we want to see 
thriving. Ask where, ultimately, will the money you spend end up? Who will 
get richer, and what will they in turn invest in?” 
 

Whilst that might not sound like an eco-tip in the first place, one of the 
things that Mike Berners-Lee is very clear about is that a lot of issues 
facing us are inter-related – there is no one solution, we have to work on 
things together! 
 

Mark and Melanie 
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Unusual Kindness 
 

A sermon by Revd Jim Gascoigne (pictured 
right), visiting worship leader and member 
at Winchmore Hill URC, delivered at 
PGURC on Sunday 19th January 2020.  
 

Bible Readings:  
Acts 27.18-39 
Acts 28.2, 7-10 
 

Happily, we live in an age and in a country 
where, by and large, we celebrate 
differences and make common cause 
together in the best interests of one another, and especially the 
population of God’s children around us.  Thank you for your welcome 
here today, in the week of Prayer for Christian Unity, when churches 
throughout the world are asked to pray for one another as a way of 
growing closer.  Each year takes a different theme for this week on which 
to hang these prayers and this year it is from the Acts of the Apostles 
28.2, “They showed an unusual kindness.” 
 

This theme has been expanded with resources for use internationally by 
the churches in Malta, which trace their Christian origins back to the time 
of the Apostles.  As we turn to the concluding chapters of the Acts of the 
Apostles this morning, we are doing so with congregations worldwide, 
many at exactly the same time as we are.  Think about that for a moment 
and relish the spiritual solidarity! 
 

The scripture reminds us that the ship in which St Paul was being held 
prisoner was wrecked off the island of Malta.  A bedraggled Paul and his 
companions were washed up on shore and we hear that the local people 
showed an ‘unusual kindness’ to him and his companions.  To this day the 
Church of Malta celebrates this event as the arrival of the Christian faith 
on their island.  Through the kindness shown, people with little in 
common were drawn together; strangers became friends. 

F E E D I N G   T H E   S P I R I T 
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How current this story is, as we hear about refugees today trying to reach 
safer countries in unsafe little boats across the Mediterranean, as 
unpredictable a sea today as it was in Paul’s time.  Currently, society is not 
bereft of kindness that is unusual; there’s plenty of it about and 
hospitality is being shown to those who are different.  As ‘Churches 
Together’, our overnight respite shelter on Wednesdays is a very good 
example, but even then, we are not introduced to guests whose 
problems and issues are severely intransigent.  Perhaps a qualification is 
fair, that kindness to bedraggled strangers is not so common.  The Bible 
reading took us through a long and difficult time at sea, many days 
without food and finally the shipwreck on the shore.  Paul and others 
were prisoners and it is unlikely that the Roman soldiers had treated them 
very well and their seafaring experience had been largely ignored.  
‘Bedraggled’ is a considerable understatement in the face of which we are 
introduced to an exemplary personality.   
 

If I asked you to name Bible characters beginning with ‘P’, how many of 
you would have come up with ‘Publius’?  He was the catalyst for a series 
of wonderful acts of compassion, kindness and service, which offer 
glimpses of God’s kingdom-values breaking through to all involved in the 
events.  Notice what the Chief Officer of the island of Malta did to set off 
this inspiring chain of events.  He gave ‘very kindly’ hospitality; the 
language of the New Testament makes it clear that it was more than 
anyone might have expected.  Generous, unusual hospitality!  He opened 
up his home and welcomed strangers in; he provided a bed for three 
nights and made sure that his guests were as comfortable as possible. 
  

Maybe a little money was spent, maybe it cost a bit of time and maybe a 
few plans had to be changed at the last minute.  Ultimately, though, it 
was as simple as opening the front door and saying, “Come in; please, be 
our guest.”  Even today, Malta shares with a number of European 
countries the courtesy expressed to visitors, “My house is your house.”  
However, for something to be so impressive that it stayed in Luke’s 
memory must have come from a genuine desire to help St Paul and his 
fellow prisoners.   Having his act of welcome and kindness recorded as 
‘very kindly’, and in some translations, ‘generous’ or ‘unusual’ hospitality, 
tells us that Publius was doing more than simply following protocol and 
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being seen to do the right thing as the island’s leading figure.  In fact, I’d 
go a step further and suggest that as others went on to show such 
warmth and friendship, as they did, God was at work in honouring and 
blessing such generosity. 
  

Then prayer became central to events on Publius’ estate.  Publius’ father 
was healed from the severe Maltese or Mediterranean fever.  Word 
spread as people witnessed to family and friends.  Other people arrived 
from across the island and received healing.  In the end, Paul and those he 
was travelling with were honoured in many ways and they left Malta 
blessed with all the supplies they would need for the journey ahead.  We 
do not read of St Paul preaching in the market square but we do read of a 
ripple effect beginning with hospitality and enhanced by prayer; we read 
of God’s love and grace and provision through which God was glorified 
and honoured.  There is wonder-working power in ‘unusual kindness’.   
 

What does it look like coming from me?  How can I be generous in that 
way?  How can you?  It is relatively easy to love those whom we know and 
like.  It is much harder to love those we either don’t know or actually 
don’t like, and I guess we have all got some way to go in that area of our 
discipleship.  We know that Holy Scripture makes a big deal out of loving 
the stranger, and Jesus, with typical stark and graphic expression, tells us 
to love even our enemies.  It is as true for ‘them’ as it is for us, that we 
grow by being loved into life.  Christian unity is an important 
manifestation of this reality, gathering momentum, as it did, in the 
aftermath of the Second World War, an aspiration for all churches to 
become one, so that the world may believe and not be confused.   
 

In reality, Christian unity is expressed not so much in documented 
schemes but rather in acts of unusual kindness shown by those working 
together in providing overnight winter shelter, supporting food banks, 
patrolling our towns as street pastors, or making space in their homes for 
refugee families.  Showing hospitality, especially to strangers, preaches 
the gospel more clearly than our documents or strategies. It is unusual 
kindness which makes the difference. 
 

The London Institute for Contemporary Christianity is currently 
challenging us about how much effort we put into getting people in to 
church, when we might be more effective disciples if we put as much 



10 | PGURC Magazine | February 2020 Issue 
 

effort into how we live as Jesus’ disciples, out of church.  Methodist 
minister Andrew Roberts has elaborated a series of ‘Holy Habits’ for 
achieving this in a book of that title.  The Holy Habits include ‘Gladness 
and Generosity’ and ‘Prayer’.  Look out for the event, ‘Exploring Holy 
Habits’, at PGURC on 1st February 2020. 
  

Don’t forget Publius’ example of generosity.  Don’t forget the impact that 
his generous hospitality had – the ripple effect of kindness, which spread 
across the island.  Don’t forget the name of Publius – one day it might pay 
dividends!   
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are a group of different people looking for 

and finding, strength and meaning in God’s love. 

 

You will always be welcomed gladly. 

 

We worship and pray together. 

 

We learn about God’s love and forgiveness 

through Jesus, the Bible and with the help of each 

other. 

 

Together we will work to make Jesus present 

by loving actions done, and by loving words spoken, 

in this church and beyond these doors. 
 
 
 
 
 

O U R   M I S S I O N   S T A T E M E N T 
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Church Family News 
by Barbara Crock 
 

* Pat Rogers’ daughter, Laura, gave birth to a daughter, Annalise, on the 
6th December. 
 

* Derek’s grandson, Alex Wilcox, has had surgery which now allows him 
to eat normally. 
 

* Jill Ray had her 90th birthday on 23rd December but shared an early 
celebration at our Church Christmas lunch. (See photo in Jan 2020 issue 
p.23) 
 

* Claire Hope Ashitey married Ross McKinnon in a civil service in the USA 
with Tina and Paul present. The church service will be here in PGURC in 
October.   
 

* Beryl Ivatt died peacefully in her sleep on Monday 13th January. Her 
funeral service will be held at PGURC at 1:30 pm on Monday 27th January 
2020. 
 

* William Evans celebrated his 90th birthday on the 14th January. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Enfield Homeless Overnight Respite Shelter  
 

From January through to March 2020, Palmers Green URC (PGURC) is 
hosting the Shelter on behalf of Churches Together in Palmers Green, 
Winchmore Hill and Grange Park. A different Enfield church is hosting the 
Shelter each night of the week. PGURC is hosting on Wednesdays into 
Thursdays from 8th January – 25th March. 
 

The shelter has gotten off to a good start and a report by one of the 
volunteers will be published later in the Spring. So, watch this space. 
 

For further information please see the article on page 5 of the January 
2020 issue, or contact:  Jane Reed jane212@btinternet.com 

N E W S   O F   P E O P L E   &   E V E N T S 
 

mailto:jane212@btinternet.com
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PGURC New Serving Elders for 2020 inducted 
 

During our Morning 
Worship on Sunday 
29th December 2019 
Revd Melanie Smith 
inducted four 
previously ordained 
non-serving elders into 
serving eldership. 
These were Paul 
Ashitey, Tina Ashitey, 
John Strange and 
Fredwyn Hosier (all 
pictured L-R below).  
 

First three-year terms of Paul, Tina and Fredwyn had come to an end and 
they began second terms.  John began another first term, having stood 
down for a year, and they were all welcomed by the congregation.  As 
reported in the January Magazine 2020 issue, the election took place 
during the Annual Church Forum on 24th November 2019.  The induction 
ceremony by our Minister is pictured above.  

What are elders and what do they do?  
The following is reprinted in part, and updated from PGURC March 
Magazine 2016: 
 

“Elders are elected by Church Meeting annually and ordained to office... for 
life.  They serve for three years and are then eligible for re-election. After a 
further term of three years they are not eligible for re-election for one year 
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and become non-serving elders.  Some elders in our church have served 
multiple terms totalling 40 years or more. 
 

“Statistically speaking, PGURC currently has eight serving elders and 21 non-
serving elders living locally.  With a total of roughly 81 members, serving 
elders comprise 9.8% and non-serving elders comprise 26% of the 
membership.  Therefore, 36% of our members are elders. 
 

“From the URC’s ‘Resourcing our Elders’ 2014 p.15, ‘The responsibilities of 
eldership in the United Reformed Church have been laid down in the Basis of 
Union, with the main functions being the following:  
1. to foster in the congregation concern for witness and service to the 

community, evangelism at home and abroad, Christian education, 
ecumenical action, local inter-church relations and the wider 
responsibilities of the whole church;  

2.  to see that public worship is regularly offered and the sacraments are 
duly administered, and generally to promote the welfare of the 
congregation;  

3.  to ensure pastoral care for the congregation, in which the minister is 
joined by elders having responsibility for groups of members;  

4. to nominate from among its members a church secretary (or secretaries), 
to be elected by the church meeting, to serve both the church meeting 
and the elders’ meeting;  

5. to arrange for pulpit supply in a vacancy;  
6. to keep the roll of members ... lists of names of adherents and children 

attached to the congregation, and in consultation with the church 
meeting;  

7. to maintain standards of membership and to advise on the admission of 
members on profession of faith and by transfer, on the suspension of 
members, and on the removal of names from the roll;  

8. to be responsible for the institution and oversight of work among 
children and young people and of all organisations within the 
congregation;  

9. to call for the election of elders and advise on the number required;  
10. to consider the suitability of any applicant for recognition as a candidate 

for the ministry, and to advise the church meeting about its 
recommendation to the synod;  
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11. to recommend to the church meeting arrangements for the proper 
maintenance of buildings and general oversight of all financial 
responsibilities of the local church;  

12. to act on behalf of the church meeting and bring concerns to the wider 
councils of the United Reformed Church;  

13. to do such other things as may be necessary in pursuance of its 
responsibility for the common life of the church. 

 

“This is certainly a mouthful!  But the first thing we learn about being an 
elder is that it is a ministry to which you are called by God. This call can come 
through others because of what they discern about you and within you and it 
can also be something which you feel within yourself.  Being an elder means 
you are also called to be part of a ‘team’, since an elder is someone who joins 
with others to form the elders’ meeting of the local congregation.  Hidden 
from the vast majority of members, this is where most of the work happens, 
at meetings four or five times a year. 
 

“But, on each Sunday morning they are more evident when they perform the 
roles prescribed in item 2. above. In our church the rota for these tasks is 
faithfully compiled each quarter by Joan Bayliss and Carol Croft, and on most 
Sunday mornings, the primary roles comprise a Duty Elder and a Welcoming 
Elder, both of whom wear a badge”.  
 

You can find much more information about what elders in the URC do and 
the inspiration they receive by going online to: 
http://www.urc.org.uk/resourcing-our-elders-8-areas-for-
development.html .                                                                   Harry Goforth 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

‘Exploring Holy Habits’ at Palmers 
Green URC on Saturday 1st February 
2020 
 

This is a one-day seminar in two parts, taking place 
at PGURC, to look at two ‘holy habits’: Evangelism 
and Prayer.  Facilitated by Andrew Willett, the 
session on evangelism will start at 10:30 in the 
morning and the session on prayer after lunch in 

http://www.urc.org.uk/resourcing-our-elders-8-areas-for-development.html
http://www.urc.org.uk/resourcing-our-elders-8-areas-for-development.html
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the afternoon.  You can come for the whole day, or just half a day.  You'll 
get a taster of the habits, find out what you could develop in your church 
and find out what's happening elsewhere.  Bring a packed lunch if you're 
planning to stay all day. See notice on page 14. 
 

For more details and to book your place, contact Anne Sardeson email: 
training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk . 
 

The Holy Habits book 
Holy Habits was written by Andrew Roberts, 
a retired Methodist minister living with his 
family in West Midlands.  The following is 
taken from the website: 
https://www.holyhabits.org.uk/about , from 
which more can be learned about Andrew 
and his book: 
 

“The call to Christian discipleship is a call to 
adventure. Holy Habits explores the nature of 
that adventure through a rich mix of biblical 
material and inspiring stories. The nurturing 
role of the ten holy habits of discipleship as 
seen in Acts 2 is then explored. The ten habits 
are: biblical teaching, fellowship, breaking of 

bread, prayer, giving, service, eating together, gladness and generosity, 
worship and making more disciples. Each chapter has suggestions for 
further reflection and action that can be used individually or by smaller or 
larger Christian communities”. 
 

Holy Habits was first published in 2016 by Malcolm Down Publishing: 
www.malcolmdownpublishing.co.uk and is available from 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B019QS5Q00/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_
hsch_vapi_taft_p1_i8#reader_B019QS5Q00 both as a paperback and 
Kindle version.  
The cover artwork is by Juliet Hemingray Church Textiles and is under 
copyright. 
 

Editor 
 

mailto:training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
mailto:training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
https://www.holyhabits.org.uk/about
http://www.malcolmdownpublishing.co.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B019QS5Q00/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_hsch_vapi_taft_p1_i8#reader_B019QS5Q00
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B019QS5Q00/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_hsch_vapi_taft_p1_i8#reader_B019QS5Q00
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BENEVOLENT FUND 
By Brian Hosier 
 

Many years ago, the church set up a Benevolent Fund to make sure we 
had funds available to gift to outside causes. Currently we transfer 
£2,500pa into this Fund and at the annual Forum we decide which of the 
many charities known to us should benefit. 
 

The original idea was that the Fund be used for two main purposes. 
 

Firstly, to allow Elders to top up any public emergency appeals, e.g., 
earthquakes, floods or famine. Usually we have a retiring collection to 
allow members to respond to such appeals but occasionally the need is so 
great that emergency money is needed immediately, and this fund helps 
us to respond. 
 

The second part is to support other charities with their work. Because the 
amounts we can give are not very large we tend to support smaller 
charities, or those local to us particularly, but not exclusively, those 
organisations which do not have the backing of a large fund-raising 
mechanism. We are also keen to support with money those charities 
known to members and who have a particular need. The charities 
supported during 2019 were: 
 

Sick Children’s Trust                           £500 
London Churches Refugee Fund       £500 
Carers’ Trust                                         £500 
Enfield Carers Centre                          £200 
Modern Slavery Helpline                    £500 
Enfield Food Bank                                £500 
 

In addition, we set aside a further £500, if needed for the Local Authority 
Homeless initiative, and a similar amount for the Night Shelter, to cover 
our own costs for hosting one night a week this year. 
 

As we do not pay tax, the beneficiary charities of these gifts cannot claim 
any additional Gift Aid, but through a government initiative for a very 
limited period, gifts to certain charities were doubled. This applied to one 
of our new charities this year, Modern Slavery Helpline, who therefore 
benefitted by £1,000. I will leave their note of thanks on the notice board 
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at the back of the sanctuary. Pictured 
right is the front page of their note, 
which is a poem written by a resident 
of one of the safehouses supported 
by these donations. It does illustrate 
the difference our gifts can make. 
 

In addition to the above we do 
support several other appeals during 
the year including Christian Aid and 
the Toilet Twinning initiative. If you 
know of a charity which fits in with 
the above, do let me know and I can 
start to build a list for consideration 
at the Forum later this year. 
 

BRIAN 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Church Defibrillator 
The church has now acquired a defibrillator for assisting in the 
resuscitation of anyone who has stopped breathing either on the church 
premises or in the vicinity of the church building. It does not replace 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) but works with it. The equipment is 
easy to use and guides you through what needs to be done.  
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Several of our hall users and some church members have had a chance to 
practice using it, but if you haven’t, you cannot make the situation any 
worse if someone has stopped breathing, so everyone should be 
prepared to act in this type of emergency.  
 

The defibrillator is stored on the wall just inside the passage which leads 
to the main toilets. See photo on page 17 showing the black and yellow 
defibrillator on the right-hand side of the first aid kit and accident report 
forms on the wall above the coat rack. 
 

If you would like to know more please contact Brian Hosier: e-mail: 
brian@hosier.eclipse.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New Acrostics for 2020 
By Harry Hunter* 
 

New Every Morning 
 

Night falls. For some, it’s very dark. 
Evening’s stars hunker down behind cloud; 
Where lamps glowed, now there’s barely a spark. 
 

Empty hearts break, black-dog heads are bowed. 
Very faintly on the breeze a voice chants a prayer, 
Echoing its hope someone lights a candle – 
Risible weapons against a world’s despair 
Yet still too hot for Hell’s hordes to handle. 
 

Moonlight still dances behind its shroud 
Oceans still yield their gentle luminescence 
Rims of silver trim each nimbus cloud – 
Nocturnal sentinels of a numinous presence. 
In a few short hours the boundless day will dawn 
New promises will comfort those who mourn 
God’s mercies are, with each fresh sun, re-born. 
 

*Reprinted from https://harryhunteronline.com . 

P R O V O K I N G   P O E M S 

mailto:brian@hosier.eclipse.co.uk
https://harryhunteronline.com/
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Upcoming Events in 2020 (See also Notices on following pages.) 
From 10:30am Saturday 1st February Exploring Holy Habits Seminar at PGURC. 
See article on page 14 for more details. 
6.45pm Saturday 1st February 23rd Southgate Scout Group Quiz Night at PGURC, 
£12 per head, To book a table contact Sarah Brandi Tel 020 8882 4616 or email 
mail@sarahbrandi.me.uk . See notice on page 23 for more details. 
 

Regular Events 
Sunday Worship 
10.30am Bush Hill Park, Ponders End, Trinity, Winchmore Hill 
11.00am Christ Church, Lancaster Road, Palmers Green 
6.30pm Lancaster Road (Café Church 1st Sunday), Trinity 
Mondays 
2.15pm Friendship Club at Christ Church (3rd Monday each month) 
8.00pm Book Club at Bush Hill Park (1st Monday each month) 
Tuesdays 
10.30am Coffee Morning at Ponders End 
8.00pm Bible Study at Bush Hill Park (2nd & 4th Tuesdays each month) 
8.30pm Bible Study at Lancaster Road (2nd & 4th Tuesdays each month) 
Wednesdays 
9.30am Toddlers at Bush Hill Park 
9.45am Bible Study at Lancaster Road (fortnightly) 
10.00am Prayers at Lancaster Road (fortnightly) 
Fridays 
9.30am Prayers at Bush Hill Park 
9.45am Toddlers at Bush Hill Park 
10.00am Shoppers Coffee Morning at Lancaster Road 
Saturdays 
9.00am Breakfast Club at Christ Church (1st & 3rd Saturdays) 
10.30am A Place for Coffee at Palmers Green 
10.30am Coffee Morning at Trinity 
11.00am Lunchtime at Christ Church (3rd Saturday each month) 
3.00pm Family Film Feast at Bush Hill Park (1st Saturday each month) 
 

Please visit our church websites to read our latest newsletters.  Our churches 
offer a wide range of uniformed organisations for children and young people - 
please visit individual websites for more information. 

N O T I C E B O A R D 
 

mailto:mail@sarahbrandi.me.uk
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Bush Hill Park        Christ Church        Lancaster Road        Palmers Green 
    Ponders End        Trinity Methodist/URC        Winchmore Hill 
 

Don't forget!  You can be kept up to date with all the news from our Enfield 
United Reformed Churches by subscribing to our occasional email at 
http://eepurl.com/dHm8TH , and on Enfield URC Facebook Page. 

 
 
 

http://eepurl.com/dHm8TH
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Come and Sing in a World Premiere 
Join with Adoramus as we give a ‘World 
Premiere’ performance of our composer 

Robin Stephenson’s MISSA BREVIS. This 
is a challenging work involving our excellent 
professional orchestra. This will be coupled 

with Dvorak’s Te-Deum and Symphony 
No.8.  Concert Sat 28th March at East Barnet School. Weekly 
Rehearsals begin from Tues 7th January 2020 at Christ Church Cockfosters 
8pm-10pm. For more details follow the link below or contact 
md@adoramus.com or phone 02083670042. 

A Video about Adoramus:  https://youtu.be/fNgnu2tmx_Q  

Concert Details: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/vseobwuggn29rwi/Missa%20Brevis%20Masse
d%20Choir%20InviteNoAdd.doc?dl=0 
 

David Hooke, MD, Adoramus 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

23rd Southgate Scout Group 

‘QUIZ NIGHT’ 
 

Saturday 1st February 2020 
at 7:00pm 

 

Palmers Green URC Main Hall 
Fox Lane 

London N13 4AL 
Make up a table of eight 

 

Cost £12:00 per head 
All bookings or enquiries to 

Sarah Brandi on 020 8882 4616 
Or email 

mail@sarahbrandi.me.uk 
bring your own drink 

(see notice right) 

mailto:md@adoramus.com
https://youtu.be/fNgnu2tmx_Q
https://www.dropbox.com/s/vseobwuggn29rwi/Missa%20Brevis%20Massed%20Choir%20InviteNoAdd.doc?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/vseobwuggn29rwi/Missa%20Brevis%20Massed%20Choir%20InviteNoAdd.doc?dl=0
mailto:mail@sarahbrandi.me.uk
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WE SHARE OUR PASTORATE WITH THE PONDERS END 
and WINCHMORE HILL URCs.  Listed below are contact 

details for their Church Secretaries: 
Ponders End Church Secretary: Mrs Pat Lewis 

[pat@rapandsoulmailorder.com] 
Winchmore Hill Church Secretary:  Vacant 

 

We are part of the Thames North Synod in which there 
are 126 United Reformed churches in six Areas, headed 
by a Synod Moderator.  The United Reformed Church in the United Kingdom 
has approx. 1,380 local Churches, 13 Synods and 46,880 members.  It meets 
every two years in General Assembly and has its central offices at 86 Tavistock 
Place, London WC1 9RT. Through our membership of the Council for World 
Mission we belong to the world-wide Church of Jesus Christ.  This is a 
Reformed and Congregational body for international exchange in Mission.  The 
United Reformed Church is one of 32 member Churches. 
 

We are a member of Churches Together in Palmers Green, Winchmore Hill and 
Grange Park (CTPGWHGP). In partnership with Church of England, Roman 
Catholic, Methodist and Baptist churches in our neighbourhood, we aim to 
explore the Christian faith together, and witness to the Gospel. 
 

Minister – Revd Melanie Smith 
e-mail: minister@palmersgreenurc.org.uk 
Telephone: 0208 374 0509 

Secretary - Mr Martin van Staveren  
e-mail: secretary@palmersgreenurc.org.uk 

Treasurer (Interim) - Mr Brian Hosier  
e-mail: brian@hosier.eclipse.co.uk 
 

Palmers Green United Reformed Church is at the corner of Fox Lane and Burford 
Gardens, London N13 4AL and online at both www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk and 
www.facebook.com/PGURC/ . Our magazine is published monthly and is printed by 
‘Office Interiors’ in Palmers Green using approx. 85% recycled paper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAGAZINE COPY DATES FOR MARCH 2020 ISSUE 
Publication is scheduled on or before Saturday 22nd February 2020.  
All copy, including Church Diary information, to be sent to Harry Goforth 
(preferably by email to: hbg@goforth.myzen.co.uk) by Friday morning 14th 
February 2020. 

A B O U T   O U R   C H U R C H 
 

mailto:minister@palmersgreenurc.org.uk
mailto:secretary@palmersgreenurc.org.uk
mailto:brian@hosier.eclipse.co.uk
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/PGURC/
mailto:hbg@goforth.myzen.co.uk

