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 Date Time Service Worship Leader 

Sunday, Oct 6th 11am Communion Service Revd Ann Jack 

Sunday, Oct 13th 11am Morning Worship Revd Dr John Parry 

Sunday, Oct 20th 11am Morning Worship Mr Martin Wells 

Sunday, Oct 27th 11am Morning Worship Revd Melanie Smith 

 

Morning Worship is held every Sunday, and includes Holy Communion on the 
first or second Sunday of each month.  Arrangements for additional services 
are publicised in advance. Christian Education for young people takes place 
during morning worship. 
 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR OCTOBER 2019 SUNDAY SERVICES 
 
 

6th October 13th October 20th October 

Luke 17.5-10 
Habakkuk 1.1-4, 2.1-4 
Psalm 37.1-9 
2 Timothy 1.1-14 

Luke 17.11-19 
2 Kings 5.1-3, 7-15c 
Psalm 111 
2 Timothy 2.8-15 

Luke 18.1-8 
Genesis 32.22-31 
Psalm 121 
2 Timothy 3.14-4.5 

27th October 

Luke 18.9-14 
Jeremiah 14.7-10, 19-22 
Psalm 84.1-7 
1 Timothy 2.1-7 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W O R S H I P   S E R V I C E S   -   O C T O B E R   2 0 1 9 
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Elders’ Meetings 2019 – 7.30pm, Margaret Russell Room 
➢ Tuesday 8th October 
➢ Wednesday 4th December 

Church Meetings 2019 – 1.15pm, Burford Hall 
➢ Sunday 24th November (Annual Forum) 

 

‘A Place for Coffee’ is open every Saturday morning (10.30am - 12 noon) 
 

Additional information about upcoming Enfield URC events can be 
found on pages 23 - 27 of this magazine.  Please refer to the weekly 
Bulletin, available by email and at services each Sunday, and to 
NewsShare email messages, for more up-to-date information about 
events.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C H U R C H   D I A R Y  

HALLS LETTING: Contact Mikayla Coote, Bookings Manager 
Tel: 01366 348190 | email: pgurcbookings@outlook.com  

Please visit our website for more details - 
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html  

 

mailto:pgurcbookings@outlook.com
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html
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“Do you understand what you are reading?” (Acts 8:30) 
 

How many times have you picked up 
the Bible this past week and read it? 
 

If you have done so, what did you 
discover, and did you share your thoughts 
about what you read with anybody at all? 
 

One of the things that seems to be clear in 
the UK at present is that biblical literacy and 
understanding is falling, and falling quite 
quickly. Children and adults no longer have 
an understanding of the stories we find in 
the Bible.  
 

We might feel that there are many reasons 
for this, ranging from the lack of regular school religious assemblies 
(although I can’t say I particularly enjoyed them when I was at school!) to 
lack of children attending Sunday school, a change in the attitude and 
approach of some uniformed organisations perhaps and a whole host of 
other reasons maybe. 
 

Another reason could be that it is simply because some of us have stopped 
reading the Bible or have become unsure of how we should approach it. 
 

Dave Tomlinson writes: 
 

“Over the years I have variously loved the Bible and hated it, listened to it and 
ignored it, been irritated by it and captivated by it, I have sometimes felt like 
throwing it away, sometimes found it impossible to put down. It is, for me, 
both an intimate friend and a total stranger, a source of immense inspiration 
and the cause of constant annoyance. It is a push-pull relationship; whenever I 
try to walk away from the Bible, I find myself inescapably drawn back into it. I 
am repelled by many sentiments expressed in its pages and by some of its 
portrayals of God, yet it also inspires and informs my highest and most 
treasured visions of who God is. And in a curious way it calls me, constantly, to 

P A S T O R A L   L E T T E R 
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be a better person than I am.” (from “Re-enchanting Christianity by Dave 
Tomlinson) 
 

Might that be your experience, and might you, as a result of some of the 
negative encounters you have had with the Bible, have stopped reading it? 
 

Several years ago now I had the privilege to hear a leading theologian speak 
to many learned scholars (I must have gate-crashed the event somehow!) 
and he talked about Philip’s encounter with the Ethiopian eunuch where 
Philip draws near to the Ethiopian’s transport and asks whether the eunuch 
understands what he is reading. I’d like to ask you the same question…and 
invite you to discuss your answers with other church members. 
 

We need to have confidence in our faith, confidence in what message the 
written word of God might have for us, so that we can share the life that 
Jesus gives us through the Holy Spirit with the world around us. 
 

Why not try it this month? 
 

Explore, encounter and embrace the scriptures and see where they might 
lead you. 
 

Your ministers, 

Mark and Melanie 
 

P.S. Please also note the following: 
India 2020 
Mark and Melanie are intending to be back in India again in 2020 – if you’re 
interested in joining them on a trip there next year then please do let them 
know. An information evening about the trip will be held at the manse, 50 
Churchbury Lane, Enfield on Friday 18th October at 7.30 pm for those who 
might want to learn more. 
 

Stepwise 
Early in 2020 we hope to begin a Stepwise course in Enfield for those who 
may be interested.  Please do let Mark, Melanie or Laura Marlow know if you 
think this could be of interest to you. 
 

Christian Resources Exhibition 
The Christian Resources Exhibition is on again at Esher from 15th to 17th 
October. Mark and Melanie will be attending on the Thursday. If you’re 
interested in going, then please let them know as we should be able to get 
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tickets for you (and you don’t have to go the same day that they will be 
there!). 
 

Green Tip - Have you thought how you can cut down single use items in the 
kitchen?  For kitchen towel, use an old dish cloth, a cut-up tea towel, or a 
scrap of old sheet etc. to wipe up those spills, and then put them through the 
wash with your normal load of tea towels.  Instead of using cling film, put a 
plate on top of the dish.   Many of us lived in an age before kitchen roll and 
cling film; we can do so again!  How about turning back to loose-leaf tea, 
even?  If you have space, you can buy large 5L containers of washing up 
liquid, toilet cleaner, fabric softener etc., so you can refill your standard sized 
bottles time and again.  Ethical Superstore's online shop has a load of bulk 
purchase options. 
 

All Souls Day - On Saturday 2nd November, at Palmers Green URC, there will 
be the opportunity for us to think about those loved ones we have lost, with 
prayer stations and reflection space open to the community between 10.30 
and 3.00.  At 3.00pm, there will be an act of worship, bringing our thoughts 
together.  Please feel free to drop in for all or part of the day. 
 

Prayers for India 2019 - Please hold Kathryn, Laura, Chris, Rosemary, Mark 
and Melanie in your prayers as they travel to the Church of North India 
between the 1st and 14th October, visiting projects with Cathedral Relief 
Services and KSN Hospital. 
 

Reverse Advent Calendar - If you would like to give something to the North 
London Foodbank for Christmas, why not collect one item a day for 25 days 
in early October/November?  Small packs of sweets, chocolates, Christmas 
puddings and biscuits etc are all welcome as treats for the Foodbank to be 
able to distribute in their Christmas food parcels. Collecting now means that 
your gifts will be able to be delivered to the Foodbank in time for the 
beginning of December, so that they can be distributed in time for Christmas. 
 

The Cards for Good Causes Card Shop will open at Palmers Green URC 
between Saturday 26 October and Wednesday 11 December.  It's open each 
day from 10.00 until 4.00, Monday to Saturday.  If you are buying Christmas 
cards this year, please do visit Palmers Green and look at the wonderful 
selection available. 
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We are a group of different people looking for 

and finding, strength and meaning in God’s love. 
 

You will always be welcomed gladly. 
 

We worship and pray together. 
 

We learn about God’s love and forgiveness 

through Jesus, the Bible and with the help of each other. 
 

Together we will work to make Jesus present 

by loving actions done, and by loving words spoken, 

in this church and beyond these doors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Meeting, Sunday 8th September 2019 
 

Our September Church Meeting began again at the new time of 
1.15pm, following a tasty lunch of chicken and roast vegetables, 
prepared and served by Tina Ashitey and helpers. 
 

Revd. Melanie Smith 
then led us in opening 
prayers, talking about 
her participation in 
the Arms Fair protest 
held a few days ago, 
and using prayers 
from the worship held 
there. (See ‘Ashamed’ 
on page 15.) 
 

Apologies for absence 
were received, and the minutes of the previous meeting agreed. 

N E W S   O F   P E O P L E   &   E V E N T S 
 

O U R   M I S S I O N   S T A T E M E N T 
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Barbara Crock reported news of those in our church family about whom 
we should be concerned, and also those who had events to celebrate. 
Melanie then led us in prayer for all those mentioned. 
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Martin van Staveren reported on the church outing to Ely held the 
previous day. About 20 members and friends had attended. Janet Lees 
and Bob Warwicker led our morning session, based around their recent 
walk from Land’s End to John O’Groats, and followed by activities 
including making hats, writing postcards, and hunting for items in the 
garden. In the afternoon we had free time to walk around Ely or join in 
games in the garden. It was a great day, which we hope to follow with 
something similar next year.  (See article on page 10.) 
 

Keith Morten described a new scheme he would be organising to make 
recycling bags available throughout the church premises, so that paper, 
plastics and glass etc. could be recycled. (See details on page 10.) 
 

Zoe Moore reported on the Wind-Up Penguin Theatre company’s recent 
trip to Mexico, following the fundraising concert held in our church. The 
group had performed on 30 occasions to various groups of children and 
adults, including going into a women’s prison where young children lived 
with their mothers. 
 

Fredwyn Hosier reminded members about next Sunday’s Harvest service 
– gifts of tinned or fresh produce could be brought to Saturday’s Place for 
Coffee, or on the day, in aid of the North Enfield Foodbank. 
 

The meeting agreed to an increased contribution to the URC Ministry and 
Mission Fund for next year, and also to a regular contribution to support 
the new local Christians Against Poverty debt centre. 
 

Brian Hosier reported on our recent quinquennial inspection, and on 
maintenance work carried out over the summer. He also mentioned that 
we had finally received outstanding invoices for previous maintenance 
work from our builder. 
 

Martin mentioned the URC Music Network Day to be held at our church 
on 5th October.  The meeting agreed that Joan Bayliss and Brian Hosier 
would consider further a proposed hire of our kitchens for a charity cook-
in.  The meeting closed with The Grace at 2.20pm. 
 

Martin van Staveren  
CHURCH SECRETARY 
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Keith Morton unveils PGURC Waste Recycling Plans 
 

Keith made the following announcement at Church Meeting on 8 Sept: 
 

“We are starting a new scheme to improve our recycling effort! So, we 
ask you to: PLEASE PLACE ALL YOUR EMPTY GLASS AND PLASTIC BOTTLES,  
OTHER PLASTIC CONTAINERS, CANS AND FOLDED & FLATTENED  
CARDBOARD IN THE 'RECYCLE BAGS' WHICH CAN BE FOUND AT  
VARIOUS LOCATIONS AROUND THE BUILDING. Our cleaning staff will 
remove full bags as necessary. However, if a bag is full or your items too 
bulky or too many, they can be put directly by the ‘recycle station' beside the 
main waste bin at the side of the Church. Spare empty bags can be found in 
the kitchen.  Thank you for your co-operation. “ 
 

Keith Morten 
Co-ordinator 
 

Church Outing to Ely on 7 September 2019 
 

Ely, a cathedral city in Cambridgeshire, is about 80 miles (a 1½ hour drive) 
from Palmers Green.  It was originally a centre for medieval pilgrimages to 

Ethelthryth’s Shrine at the abbey in the 8th and 9th centuries, so what a 
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great place for twenty of us to gather together for morning activities 
based on the theme of journeys.   
 

Janet Lees and Bob Warwicker led our thoughts by talking about their 
recent 1,000-mile trek from Land's End to John o' Groats.  Talking about 
the people they met, the sights they 
saw and their unexpected 
experiences as they traversed the 
two extremities of our British Isles. 
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One of the morning activities was to explore the lovely garden of the 
retreat centre, hunting for various items on the ‘ticking sheet’ that Janet 
and Bob had given us.  It was amazing what you can see as you journey 
through the garden when you are asked to look more closely.   
 

As well as the expected flowers and trees, we saw bees, butterflies, fruit, 
nuts, feathers, mirrors and even sheep!!  (see photos on page 11) 
 

We also discovered a prayer labyrinth hidden below the uncut grass and 
marked out by stones.  This is an ancient symbol representing the journey 
to our own centre and back again out into the world, combining the 
imagery of the circle and the spiral.   
 

There were also plaques with Bible verses including: 
John 11.25: “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he 
live.” and 
Psalm 34.1: “I will bless the 
Lord at all times; his praise 
shall continually be in my 
mouth.” 
 

After a tasty lunch, 
including apple crumble 
and custard for pudding, 
we all set out in different 
groups to explore Ely.  
Some went down to the 
river, the Great Ouse, 
while others went to the 
Cathedral.  One of the 
photos shows John, Neil 
and Manish wearing the 
caps that they had 
designed for themselves 
during one of the 
activities of the morning 
session. 
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We finished our 
time there by 
gathering in 
the chapel to 
share thoughts 
of the day, 
pray and sing a 
hymn. 
 

Gillian 
Whiting, 
Martin van 
Staveren, 
Richard Hill 

and Brian Ball 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Our Harvest Thanksgiving Service on 15th September 
 

Our Harvest Service was led by Revd Melanie Smith which included a Harvest 
Quiz called ‘Food beginning with…’  
 

The Bible readings 
were from 
Genesis 41.46-57, 
in which Joseph 
stored Egyptian 
grain during years 
of plenty and sold 
it to the people in 
need during years 
of famine; and 
Luke 15.11-24, in 
which Jesus told 
the parable of the 
prodigal son who 
leaves home and 
squanders his inheritance only to return and be welcomed by his father.   
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We sang hymns including ‘For the fruits of all creation’ by Francis Jackson 
and F. Pratt Green; ‘Now thank we all our God’ by Johann Crüger, Martin 
Rinkart and Catherine Winkworth; and an entertaining song for young people 
from Youtube.com called ‘Harvest Samba’ by Mark and Helen Johnson, 
accompanied by a video available at www.newhope.org.uk . 
 

Afterwards we 
auctioned the fresh 
produce brought to 
the service to raise 
money to give to the 
North Enfield Food 
Bank along with the 
pre-packaged and 
tinned food that you 
can see in the photos. 
(See Jane Hessami’s 
email on page 21.)   
 

Then we enjoyed a delicious lunch of home-made vegetable soup and bread 
in the Main Hall. 
 
 
 

http://www.newhope.org.uk/
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Ashamed 
By Mark Meatcher 
 

On Tuesday 3rd September 2019 Melanie and I joined hundreds 
of others (see photo below) at the #NoFaithinWar 
demonstration at the ExCel Centre in London as part of a week 
of protests against the Defence and Security Equipment 
International Exhibition (DSEI), which was due to be held at the 
ExCel Centre the following week (10-13 Sept 2019). 

 

DSEI is the showcase for many manufacturers of weapons of warfare, and 
promotes weapon sales by giving arms dealers the chance to meet and 
greet military delegations, government officials, other arms companies 
and a host of individual visitors. 
 

The #NoFaithinWar protest was attended by representatives of many 
different Christian groups, accompanied by others from other faiths, 
together with atheists and agnostics. 
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Whilst I was delighted to be able to be there supporting many others, I 
came away from the event with one over-riding feeling, a feeling of being 
ashamed. 

 

I was ashamed because at around 2.30 pm the police literally burst into a 
very peaceful and moving time of Quaker worship, being attended by 
approximately 300 people (including Melanie and myself) and loudly 
announced that they were going to clear the road and people needed to 
move out of the way. 
 

They proceeded to continue to tell people that at 3pm they would start 
arresting people for obstruction of the public highway. 
 

This they then did, with 48 arrests being made, of people of all ages, one 
of whom, I found out later, had been involved in marches with Martin 
Luther-King, and another of whom was blind! 
 

I was ashamed because this was an act of worship that was interrupted. 
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I was ashamed because 
they were arresting 
peaceful protestors and 
yet no-one was arresting 
any government members 
for selling weapons of 
warfare to Saudi Arabia, 
something that the British 
courts have held to be 
illegal. 
 

I was ashamed because it 
felt to me that the police 
were simply being used as 
tools of a system that is 
finance driven and not 
people-focused. If we 
cared more about the 
people of the world we 
live in than making 
money, then we would 
stop supplying arms to 
others. 
 

The protests continued with others taking the lead on different days 
during the week, and on Monday evening our Quaker friends held a vigil 
outside the ExCel centre. The next DSEI Exhibition will be held in two 
years on 14-17 September 2021, so please try to attend the protests then if 
you can! 
 

Revd Mark Meatcher 
Minister of the North Enfield group of the United Reformed Church  
 

Addendum:  A government minister has issued an apology for illegally 

licensing British-made military equipment to Saudi Arabia, for use in 

Yemen.  Below is a link to one article about it: 

https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2019/9/17/uk-apologises-for-

accidentally-saudi-arms-sales 
 

 

https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2019/9/17/uk-apologises-for-accidentally-saudi-arms-sales
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2019/9/17/uk-apologises-for-accidentally-saudi-arms-sales
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Flab 
By Revd Lucy Berry 
 

I’ve joined a gym, to help my legs 
feel less like half-cooked scrambled eggs; 
so that, in time, this wobbling me 
becomes unhealthy history. 
 

But what gym can I hope to find 
for weak beliefs, or flabby mind, 
or unfit thoughts; the type of things 
which, to one’s faith, are bingo-wings?  
Where does one look? How do you start  
to burn the fat from round a heart? 
 
© Lucy Berry 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Permission is given for non-profit reuse. For more about this poem, and 
the issues that it raises, visit www.jointpublicissues.org.uk . More of 
Lucy’s poems can also be found on her website at: 
https://www.lucyberry.com . 
 
 
 
 

P R O V O K I N G   P O E M S 

http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/
https://www.lucyberry.com/
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‘THANK YOU’ for what you help us achieve together in 
God’s name 
 

August 2019 
From: The United Reformed Church Finance Committee  
To: The members and friends of each local URC congregation 
 

The purpose of this letter is to say ‘Thank you’ to each and every one of 
you for all that you do for the Church and, especially, for your help in 
raising over £19 million in 2018 for the URC Ministry and Mission Fund.  
For Christians, any giving of ours is in response to the amazing generosity 
of God in pouring out his love through the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus and through his risen life in the world and the church today, 
through the Holy Spirit.  Nevertheless, it is important to say, ‘thank you’. 
 

The United Reformed Church is like a big family – about 46,000 members 
in 1,400 churches served by just under 400 ministers.  In any thriving 
family, the members support each other and want the best for each 
other.  In the URC, we are all seeking to ‘Walk the way: live the life of Jesus 
today’ – and to enable others to do so as well. 
 

For most of us, this idea of the church as family is most easily seen in the 
life of our own local church.  That is where we regularly worship God and 
also seek to serve our own community and share God’s love with them.  
There are 1,400 different ways in which this is happening and a colossal 
amount of worshipping and witnessing and working for the kingdom 
happening in URC congregations across our three nations.  ‘THANK YOU’ 
for all you do for the kingdom in your local churches. 
 

A crucial part of what your local church does, like any family, is support 
you in all that you do in your daily lives.  That is where we all ‘Walk the 
way’.  ‘THANK YOU’ for all you do for the kingdom in your daily 
discipleship. 
 

But the wider family of the United Reformed Church is more than the sum 
of its parts.  We belong to each other under God and through our sharing 
of resources as well as burdens, opportunities as well as challenges, we 

L E T T E R S   T O   T H E   E D I T O R 
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achieve more together.  You can get a flavour of this from the reports of 
the last Mission Council on the URC website – from new resources for 
Pilots and children to disinvesting in fossil fuels; from the challenge to be 
better at safeguarding to the need for a new General Secretary.  ‘THANK 
YOU’ for all you do for the kingdom through the wider Church, including 
your giving which enables your church to give to the Ministry and 
Mission Fund. 
 

You might ask ‘how much should I give?’  That is a matter for you.  The 
Church has sometimes suggested 5% of after-tax income, but that is only a 
guide.  If your church is looking at ‘Holy habits’ then one of those covers 
giving.  If not, there are other resources on the stewardship pages of the 
URC website. 
 

The URC Finance Committee is responsible for the oversight of the 
finances of the central United Reformed Church.  Each year, our local 
churches raise more than £19 million for the Ministry and Mission Fund.  
Over 80% of this money is used to pay for stipendiary ministers and church 
related community workers and their training. 
 

For a long time, the number of ministers in the United Reformed Church 
has been falling at roughly the same rate as the number of church 
members.  What has fallen more dramatically over the years has been the 
average size of URC congregations – now around 35.  So, the challenge 
which is exercising people across the Church is not so much a shortage of 
ministers, but how to make the best use of the ministers we have got in 
the context of small, often widely dispersed, congregations.     
 

It is an extraordinary demonstration of commitment and generosity that 
the average giving per member to the Ministry and Mission Fund 
continues to go up each year.  Although the number of URC members has 
been going down by a few percent each year, the total amount raised has 
been going down much more slowly.  The total raised in 2018 was less 
than 0.5% lower than the total for 2017.  These contributions are 
voluntary, but they are not optional.  They are an expression of our 
commitment to each other.  The United Reformed Church could not 
function without them.  ‘THANK YOU’ for your church’s contribution to 
the Ministry and Mission Fund. 
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NB: the contribution to the Ministry and Mission Fund requested from 
each local church is a matter for its Synod.  The central Church is not 
directly involved. 
 

If you have any questions or comments arising from this letter then 
please speak to your church treasurer, who has been provided with more 
detailed information.  If they are not able to help, then they will get in 
touch with the finance team at Church House. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
Ian Hardie - Treasurer 
John Piper - Deputy Treasurer 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

North Enfield Food Bank sends thanks for Harvest 
donations   from Jane Hessami 
 

Dear All 
 

Today, Tue 17th Sept, I collected the harvest goods and took them to the 
food bank. They were gratefully received with open arms. 
 

The volunteers informed us that they are really short of tinned goods 
containing fruits 
and vegetables. 
They also need 
tinned meats 
including meat 
pies and cartons 
and bottles of 
juice. 
 

This delivery was 
over 56 kilos, 
wonderful.  
(see message of 
thanks, right.) 
 

Jane 
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PRAYER GROUP 
 

“Through our lives and by our prayers, your Kingdom come”.  
This phrase from the Iona Community says so much. Prayer is a vital 
element of our faith which we can freely give to those in need, and 
ourselves receive.  
 

Over the past years there have been requests for prayers, not just from 
and for our own congregation, but for family, friends and the community 
in which we live. With this in mind, it would be good to extend our current 
prayer group beyond the Elders, who have been fulfilling this role, to 
more members.  
 

For those who have not been involved before, the process starts with me 
collecting requests for prayers. These are then referred to each individual 
member of the group by phone, text or email asking them to pray for a 
particular person, family or situation.  
 

Anyone wishing to be involved or request prayers is most welcome and 
can contact me, Barbara Crock on 8368 1081 or e-mail: 
bee-crock@zen.co.uk. 
 

PRAYER GROUP MEMBERS: 
Brian BALL, Brian HOSIER, Fredwyn HOSIER, Cecilia OKEREKE, Harry 
GOFORTH, John STRANGE, Tony OBI, Paul ASHITEY, Tina ASHITEY, Martin 
van STAVEREN, Gillian WHITING, Estelle MŰLLER, Nathalie MŰLLER, Joan 
BAYLISS and Jane HESSAMI. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Thanks to Sarah Brandi 
From Martin van Staveren 
 

For the advice booklets from Independent Age, obtained at the LESE 
Pensioners’ Network Seminar on 3 Sept.  These have been left at the back 
of the church for anyone interested.  More can be obtained from:  
https://www.independentage.org/information/advice-guides-factsheets-
leaflets . 
 
 
 

mailto:bee-crock@zen.co.uk
https://www.independentage.org/information/advice-guides-factsheets-leaflets
https://www.independentage.org/information/advice-guides-factsheets-leaflets
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Upcoming Events 
October 
1st – 15th Oct -  Mark and Melanie’s India Trip 
9.45am Sat 5th Oct - URC Music Network: Music for our Wellbeing at 

Palmers Green URC 
10.00am Sat 19th Oct- Thames North Synod at Fairford Leys LEP, Aylesbury 
10.00am Sat 26th Oct - Inside Outside: Thames North Church and Society 

Day at Vine URC, Riches Road, Ilford IG 1JH. Contact 
   Sandra Ackroyd 020 8279 0533 or  

churchandsociety.sga@gmail.com 

November 
9:30am Sat 2 Nov -  Book of Job Study Day at BHP Methodist, 135 Wellington 

Road EN1 2RS. Contact Nancy Hands 
nmrhands@icloud.com by 30 Oct. 

 

See also Notices on following pages. 
 

Regular Events 
Sunday Worship 
10.30am Bush Hill Park, Ponders End, Trinity, Winchmore Hill 
11.00am Christ Church, Lancaster Road, Palmers Green 
6.30pm Lancaster Road (Café Church 1st Sunday), Trinity 
Mondays 
2.15pm Friendship Club at Christ Church (3rd Monday each month) 
8.00pm Book Club at Bush Hill Park (1st Monday each month) 
Tuesdays 
10.30am Coffee Morning at Ponders End 
8.00pm Bible Study at Bush Hill Park (2nd & 4th Tuesdays each month) 
8.30pm Bible Study at Lancaster Road (2nd & 4th Tuesdays each month) 
Wednesdays 
9.30am Toddlers at Bush Hill Park 
9.45am Bible Study at Lancaster Road (fortnightly) 
8.00pm New Songs at Bush Hill Park (1st Wednesday each month) 
Fridays 
9.30am Prayers at Bush Hill Park 
9.45am Toddlers at Bush Hill Park 
10.00am Shoppers Coffee Morning at Lancaster Road 

N O T I C E B O A R D 

https://facebook.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4d0a3c2a8264c9b0794324747&id=547098c3a2&e=d0f4b95d2c
mailto:churchandsociety.sga@gmail.com
mailto:nmrhands@icloud.com
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Saturdays 
9.00am Breakfast Club at Christ Church (1st & 3rd Saturdays) 
10.30am A Place for Coffee at Palmers Green 
10.30am Coffee Morning at Trinity 
11.00am Lunchtime at Christ Church (3rd Saturday each month) 
3.00pm Family Film Feast at Bush Hill Park (1st Saturday each month) 
 

Please visit our church websites to read our latest newsletters.  Our churches 
offer a wide range of uniformed organisations for children and young people - 
please visit individual websites for more information. 
Bush Hill Park        Christ Church        Lancaster Road        Palmers Green 
    Ponders End        Trinity Methodist/URC        Winchmore Hill 
 

Don't forget!  You can be kept up to date with all the news from our Enfield 
United Reformed Churches by subscribing to our occasional email at 
http://eepurl.com/dHm8TH , and on Enfield URC Facebook Page 

 
 

Music Celebration Day 2019 at PGURC 
– ‘Music for our Well-being’ 
On Saturday 5th October 2019 at PGURC the URC 
Music Network (URCMN) will present a one-day 
series of workshops with the aim of discovering 
“how music can help bring joy and relief beyond 
the spiritual refreshment we should all feel during 

our Christian worship”. Workshop Leaders are Jennifer Kavanagh, David 
Tims and Anne Sardeson. 
 

It will begin at 9:45am with coffee, include worship, (bring your own 
packed lunch), an afternoon tea break, and an AGM, and will finish at 
4:15pm.  The cost is £10.00 for Supporter Members of URCMN and £12.50 
for others, payable by cheque (to URC Music) with application form in 
advance by Sat 28 Sept 2019 to:  
Mrs Chris James, URC Music 
56 Back Street, Ashwell  
Baldock, Herts. SG7 5PE 
 

Programme leaflets and application forms 
are available in the church.  More information about URCMN can be found 
on their website at https://urcmusic.org.uk . 
 

http://eepurl.com/dHm8TH
https://urcmusic.org.uk/
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Can you help with our young people? 
We are still looking for new volunteers to help with the young people during the 
service every Sunday. Two adults are required to be with the children, one who 
will plan an activity and one to be a second helper. We have a rota system to 
cover every week and we need more volunteers to enable us to continue our 
activities. Any amount of time you can offer will be a great help, once a month, 
once a year or just to be on standby if needed. If you want to plan activities, we 
welcome new ideas however just being a second helper would be equally 
valuable. You will require a DBS check which we can arrange.  Please get in touch 
if you would like to get involved. ngmuller@hotmail.com     Nathalie Müller 
 

Food at a time of Climate Crisis 
You are invited to the next Green Christian-Barnet event at 9:45am – 12 noon 
on Saturday 12th October 2019 at St. John’s Church, Somerset Road, New 
Barnet, EN5 1RH.  We will focus on how we produce, buy, use and (often) 
waste food and will look at some facts, ideas and possible answers to basic 
issues.  All are very welcome – especially if you have not been before.  We are 
a friendly group of mainly local people who have a range of opinions. You 
don’t have to be a churchgoer to attend!  You can come and just ‘observe’. And 
it’s free. 
 

Details about our  activities are on our website, www.climateconcern.co.uk , 
or our Facebook page, Climate Concern. Any questions please phone ants on 
07990 793 046, or email  ants8424@gmail.com .             Tony Shepherd 
 
 

‘Angels or Demons Sabotage’ at 
Millfield Theatre 
 

Saturday 26 October 2019 at 8:00pm 
Tickets £17  Concessions £13.50 
 

Written, directed and produced by Lorna 
Blackman from High Cross United 
Reformed Church, Tottenham.   
 

Book online at: 
https://www.millfieldtheatre.co.uk/whats-
on/angels-or-demons-sabotage/ 

mailto:ngmuller@hotmail.com
http://www.climateconcern.co.uk/
mailto:ants8424@gmail.com
https://www.millfieldtheatre.co.uk/whats-on/angels-or-demons-sabotage/
https://www.millfieldtheatre.co.uk/whats-on/angels-or-demons-sabotage/
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‘Vision of Hope’ 
 

Enfield Interfaith 2019 Concert  
at Enfield Civic Centre 
Silver Street EN1 3XA 
 

Sunday 17 November 2019  
1:00pm – 5:00pm 
 

Tickets are Free but must be booked online at: 
https://enfieldinterfaith2019.eventbrite.co.uk  
 
 
 
 

Aspiring to more 
a new module for serving lay 

preachers called Pastoral 
Worship Leading 
 

Take your worship-leading 
skills to new places.  Learn to 
prepare services for pastoral 
and life situations: Baptisms, Blessings, Marriages, Funerals, Rites of 
passage. 
 

Five Wednesdays, 7-9pm, from November 2019 and one Saturday Study 
Day from 10am-4pm at High Cross URC Tottenham, London N15 4BN 
 

Join us for one or two sessions or take the whole module. The module 
follows the URC’s TLS LITE format with a mixture of home reading and 
shared study sessions.  Contact: 
Anne Sardeson on 07 979 520 308 / training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk or 
John Campbell on 07 429 627 156 or email 
john.campbell@urcthamesnorth.org.uk  
 

https://enfieldinterfaith2019.eventbrite.co.uk/
mailto:training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
mailto:john.campbell@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
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Cards for Good Causes Christmas Card Shop 
Grand Opening at PGURC 

 

At 10:30am on Saturday 26th October 2019 
 

Opening times 10am to 4pm Mon – Sat 
until Wednesday 11th December 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shop opens at 
Palmers Green United Reformed Church 

Fox Lane, Palmers Green N13 4AL 
 

On the corner of Fox Lane and Burford Gardens 
From 26 October – 11 December 2019 

Monday to Saturday 10am to 4pm 
 

Credit and debit cards now accepted 
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WE SHARE OUR PASTORATE WITH THE PONDERS END 
and WINCHMORE HILL URCs.  Listed below are contact 

details for their Church Secretaries: 
Ponders End Church Secretary: Mrs Pat Lewis 

[pat@rapandsoulmailorder.com] 
Winchmore Hill Church Secretary:  Vacant 

 

We are part of the Thames North Synod in which there 
are 157 United Reformed churches in six Areas, headed 
by a Synod Moderator.  The United Reformed Church in the United Kingdom 
has approx. 1,655 local Churches, 13 Synods and 79,000 members.  It meets 
every two years in General Assembly and has its central offices at 86 Tavistock 
Place, London WC1 9RT. Through our membership of the Council for World 
Mission we belong to the world-wide Church of Jesus Christ.  This is a 
Reformed and Congregational body for international exchange in Mission.  The 
United Reformed Church is one of 30 member Churches. 
 

We are a member of Churches Together in Palmers Green, Winchmore Hill and 
Grange Park (CTPGWHGP). In partnership with Church of England, Roman 
Catholic, Methodist and Baptist churches in our neighbourhood, we aim to 
explore the Christian faith together, and witness to the Gospel. 
 

Minister – Revd Melanie Smith 
e-mail: minister@palmersgreenurc.org.uk 

Secretary - Mr Martin van Staveren  
e-mail: secretary@palmersgreenurc.org.uk 

Treasurer - Mr Brian Ball  
e-mail: treasurer@palmersgreenurc.org.uk 
 

Palmers Green United Reformed Church is at the corner of Fox Lane and Burford 
Gardens, London N13 4AL and online at both www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk and 
www.facebook.com/PGURC/ . Our magazine is published monthly and is printed by 
‘Office Interiors’ in Palmers Green using approx. 85% recycled paper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A B O U T   O U R   C H U R C H 

MAGAZINE COPY DATES FOR NOVEMBER 2019 ISSUE 
Publication is scheduled on or before Saturday 26th October 2019.  
All copy, including Church Diary information, to be sent to Harry Goforth 
(preferably by email to: hbg@goforth.myzen.co.uk) by Friday morning 18th 
October 2019. 

mailto:minister@palmersgreenurc.org.uk
mailto:secretary@palmersgreenurc.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@palmersgreenurc.org.uk
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/PGURC/
mailto:hbg@goforth.myzen.co.uk

