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 Date Time Service Worship Leader 

Sunday, April 7th 11am Communion Service Revd James Fields 

Sunday, April 14th 11am Palm Sunday Worship Revd Melanie Smith 

Thursday, April 18th 8pm Maundy Communion  Revd Melanie Smith 

Good Friday,  
April 19th 

10:30am Good Friday Service Mrs Fredwyn Hosier 

Easter Sunday,  
April 21st 

9:30am 
11am 

Breakfast Communion 

Communion Service 
Mrs Fredwyn Hosier 
Revd Edward Sanniez 

Sunday, April 28th 11am Morning Worship Dr Paul Ashitey 

 
Morning Worship is held every Sunday, and includes Holy Communion on the 
first or second Sunday of each month.  Arrangements for additional services 
are publicised in advance. Christian Education for young people takes place 
during morning worship. 
 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR APRIL 2019 SUNDAY SERVICES 
 
 

7th April 14th April 21st April 

John 12.1-8 
Isaiah 43.16-21 
Psalm 126 
Philippians 3.4b-14 

Luke 19.28-40 
Psalm 118.1-2, 19-29 
Romans 10.8b-13 

Luke 24.1-12 
Acts 10.34-43 
Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24 
1 Corinthians 15.19-26 

28th April 

John 20.19-31 
Acts 5.27-32 
Psalm 118.14-29 or Ps 150 
Revelation 1.4-8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W O R S H I P   S E R V I C E S   -   A P R I L   2 0 1 9 
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Elders’ Meetings 2019 – 7.30pm, Margaret Russell Room 
➢ Tuesday 9th April 
➢ Tuesday 21st May 
➢ Wednesday 24th July 
➢ Tuesday 8th October 
➢ Wednesday 4th December 

Church Meetings 2019 – 1pm, Burford Hall 
➢ Sunday 9th June 
➢ Sunday 8th September 
➢ Sunday 24th November (Annual Forum) 

 

‘A Place for Coffee’ is open every Saturday 
morning (10.30am - 12 noon) 
For other events see NewsShare on pages 25 and 26. 
 

Additional information about upcoming Enfield URC events can be 
found on pages 25 and 26 of this magazine.  Please refer to the weekly 
Bulletin, available by email and at services each Sunday, and to 
NewsShare email messages, for more up-to-date information about 
events. In addition, we share this page with Christian Aid whose 
campaign continues until 21st April. Please pick up a booklet and donate 
(see notice above). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C H U R C H   D I A R Y  

HALLS LETTING: Contact Mikayla Coote, Bookings Manager 
Tel: 01366 348190 | email: pgurcbookings@outlook.com  

Please visit our website for more details - 
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html  

 

mailto:pgurcbookings@outlook.com
mailto:pgurcbookings@outlook.com
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html
http://www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk/halls.html
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Minister’s Musings 
 
 

Sitting at my desk, looking out at the mix of 
sunshine and sleet, I realise how urban I’ve 
become, or rather how urban I’ve always 
been.  Yes, I’ve enjoyed long walks in the 
country; I’ve even camped; I’ve grown my 
own veggies in the back garden, and I still 
can recognise a good number of birds, 
flowers and bugs from my childhood.  But 
effectively, I’ve never lived very far away 
from public transport, shops, hospitals 
(thought I’ve never needed the latter) and 
all the modern conveniences of suburban 
life. 
 

It is really difficult for me to transport myself back some 2,000 years to 
that 1st century outpost of the Roman Empire that was Judaea.  Yes, I 
know something of the terrain from the TV and I know something about 
the dust and the heat from my own travels in India, including the blood 
running in the streets from the everyday slaughter of goats.   
 

But what I can’t do is to cut out the noise of the cars, telephones and 
amplified music; to just be there, to experience the fear of when the 
soldiers came to arrest Jesus; to know if I would really speak up or remain 
silent; to feel the heart-rending sorrow of seeing a friend tortured and 
hung up on a cross; to help take him down and hurry his body away, 
watching as guards sealed him in the tomb.   
 

And I’m grateful, as too many people live in fear of arrest today, as too 
many people face the decision as to whether they will speak up or stay 
silent, as too many people watch friends and relatives tortured or killed – 
or even face the possibility themselves.  I have been insulated from all of 
that, other than to watch on a television screen; but because of that, I can 
imagine. 

P A S T O R A L   L E T T E R 
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What is all but impossible for me to imagine, with my educated, urban 
lifestyle, is the absolute shock of finding the tomb empty and then seeing 
Jesus, a dead man, walking and talking.  How can any of us know what it 
was like for Mary, in that early morning encounter, as recorded by John? 
 

‘But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb.  As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body 
of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.  They said 
to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?"  She said to them, ‘They have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him."  When she had 
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus.  Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? 
Whom are you looking for?"  Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to 
him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and 
I will take him away."  Jesus said to her, "Mary!".  She turned and said to him 
in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher).’ 
 

This Easter, my prayer is that we can strip away all the modern 
encumbrances that take away from the wonder and awe of that first 
Easter Sunday, that we can recognise Jesus in the most unexpected 
places, at the most unexpected times, ready to comfort, uplift and 
encourage us. 
 

Lord Jesus, help us to meet you afresh and fill our lives with such wonder 
and love that we truly recognise you, as we declare: He is Risen, He is 
Risen Indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

Happy Easter! 
Melanie and Mark 
 

Editor’s Note: Photo of Melanie and Mark by Jim Holliday. 
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‘Choices’ 
 

A sermon by Mrs Nancy Hands 
(pictured right with her husband 
Nigel), visiting worship leader at our 
church and member of Trinity 
Methodist/URC Church Enfield, 
delivered on Sunday 10th March 2019. 
 

Bible Readings: 
Psalm 91.1-2, 9-16 
Luke 4.1-14a 
 

Aim: to find strength, courage 
and new insight from Jesus’ 
experience in the wilderness, 
knowing there is nothing we 
face that he cannot help us 
overcome. 
 

This Gospel story is so familiar. It’s what we expect on the first Sunday in 
Lent - this beginning of our journey towards the cross - and beyond. But 
preparing for today, I have been drawn in to the enormity of something I 
have taken almost for granted, and for the first time, I have seen this as 
the beginning of Jesus’ life’s work and ministry - not just the ‘testing 
ground’ before his mission began. (You notice that Jesus is ‘full of the 
Holy Spirit’ at the beginning and the end of this experience.) 
 

For anyone who listens well as a minister, pastoral visitor or friend, two 
human needs are likely to be expressed at some time: the need to belong 
- to be included - and the yearning to be separately distinct and 
significant. We have to find a way to balance these two for our well-being. 
Jesus’ uniqueness had been massively endorsed at his baptism. He had 
been declared the beloved Son of God, marked out and blessed. How 
could that fit with being one with the people he came to save; how could 
he belong to the crowd too?  Incidentally - when you think of art you have 

F E E D I N G   T H E   S P I R I T 
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seen, depicting Jesus’ baptism, he is always alone in the Jordan with John, 
with maybe a fuzzy crowd on the bank. But if we read the Gospel 
accounts carefully - particularly Luke (3.21), with ‘all the people’ and 
Matthew (3.5-6) with ‘Jerusalem and all Judea …and all the region along 
the Jordan’, coming to John for baptism, it seems that Jesus would have 
joined them in the water: the sinless one identifying with the sinful crowd. 
And then God blesses him and declares he is ‘well pleased’. 
 

Jesus’ task in the wilderness was to reconcile his unequalled Son of God 
status that set him apart, with his vocation as Son of Man, in 
compassionate solidarity with needy and misguided humanity - for life. He 
needed solitary silence, space and time to thrash out who he was meant 
to be and how he was to fulfil his mission. 
 

Luke tells us that, ‘Full of the Holy Spirit’, he was led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil: a marathon 
endurance experience, physically, emotionally, psychologically and 
spiritually. He could choose to use his divine power and take control, or 
accept the vulnerability, risk and hardship of being human. He had to 
battle in that inhospitable place, clinging to his belief in his relationship 
with his Father; his knowledge of the Scriptures and the power of the 
Holy Spirit - against all that is self-serving. He had to battle to know what 
it was to be fully human - made in the image of God as we are, but in a 
fallen world. And he had to go on battling. This wasn’t a one-off: the devil 
‘departed from him until an opportune time.’ He would be back. 
 

Reading Richard Rohr, a Franciscan priest and ecumenical teacher, I 
couldn’t help but see the Cross in this account - and I had never seen it 
before. Starting here, in this mountainous wilderness, Jesus was on a 
collision course between good and evil, light and darkness. His ministry 
was on a collision course with the world’s values. All he was, all he said, all 
he did was going to be at odds with the empire, the religious 
establishment and social norms. And the collision course ended in a place 
of execution which was a wooden cross: two opposing beams at right 
angles to each other. Rohr says the cross is a ‘statement from God that 
reality has a cruciform pattern.’ 
 

The reality Jesus lived in was both human and divine simultaneously: a 
reality of paradox and conflict and reconciliation. God is always present 
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with him, but his human frailty is real. He needs food and drink, sleep and 
prayer. He needs friends, companionship and purpose. He must face and 
fight the devil, Satan, the Tempter, Lying Deceiver - whatever word we 
use. But Jesus knows God can be trusted. It may well have been the 
words of Psalm 91 that gave him courage and sustained him: ‘You who live 
in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 
will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress; my God in whom I trust”’. 
It’s ironic that the devil quotes from this very Psalm - as if he is reading 
Jesus’ mind - to try and get him to throw himself down from the Temple. 
 

Forty days: six weeks of deprivation and trial. 
 

Forty is a number that recurs throughout the bible. We are meant to recall 
that Moses was alone on Mount Sinai for 40 days before the giving of the 
Law and that the Israelites wandered for 40 years in the wilderness: 
waiting, learning, preparing to be God’s people for the world. 
 

When we think of temptations for ourselves, I wonder what comes to 
mind. It will be different for each of us of course, as will be the 
temptations to which we are each susceptible. For years, Lent and 
temptations have been linked with food. But so often, temptation is more 
subtle than that. Neil Thorogood wrote in a Daily Devotion at the start of 
the year, ‘temptation slides in and out of our routines’ (the image of that 
slippery snake again) ‘…It’s a tug that slightly shifts our lives away from 
God’. I think that is a very accurate description. We can be unaware it is 
happening, because doing what we think is the best for ourselves – self-
preservation - is a powerful impulse and it can feel right. We protect our 
rights, our privacy, our possessions, our position. If unchecked, our 
defensive action and unforgiveness can become a natural response. And 
the more we give in to that impulse, the more normal it becomes. We 
ignore the thorny path of servanthood and suffering which is beckoning 
and choose the ego-boosting comfortable path instead. There are choices 
to be made sometimes in hostile and difficult circumstances. But 
temptation also comes when things are going well and is sometimes 
more dangerous and subtle. Gaining the promotion we have hoped for, or 
a leadership position in the church, or achieving a goal - all good things in 
themselves - can lead us to trust in our own skills, strength, knowledge or 
power, not always for the good of others. 
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Some temptations we are aware of. A few years ago, our grandson 
Thomas, then about 9, was avoiding sitting down to his homework. When 
I suggested he was just putting off the inevitable, he replied, ‘Yes, Miss 
Blake says I prevaricate. I know.’ He knows himself. Recognising a 
weakness, or tendency, is halfway to overcoming it. (And he has learnt: 
he does now settle down to do the homework first!) Knowing who we 
are and what we are like; what motivates us; who we try to please, or not, 
are all fundamental to how we relate to God and others and influences 
the choices we make - especially under pressure.  Maybe that is helpful. 
 

The devil said, ‘If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a 
loaf of bread’. The slippery voice whispered, ‘are you really? How will you 
do it? How will you make them listen? Who will take notice of you? How 
will you impress them? And then the choices: Do you want the hard way 
or the easy way? Why make this more painful than it has to be? You’re 
starving and you could feed yourself, if you are who you say you are. You 
could feed the world!’  
 

But Jesus didn’t come to be an economic Messiah, much as we would like 
him to be. Yes, people would come to him for bread, but not for the living 
bread which satisfies. He knew there was no quick fix to the huge world 
problems of hunger and poverty he was willing to share. The miracle 
would be God’s Spirit creating a generosity in people who would share 
the world’s resources. 
 

‘You can have all the kingdoms of the world in your hand: think what good 
you could do! You could change the world: make the people do anything you 
want! Show them your authority. The power can be yours.’  
 

But he didn’t come to be a political Messiah, much as we would like him 
to be. His followers would be won by love and service, not by control. 
 

‘Here you are on the pinnacle of the Temple - your rightful place - the 
centre of worship! If you are the Son of God, convince the people by 
trusting God to catch you when you throw yourself off! You do trust him, 
don’t you? Go on, jump! Prove it.’  
 

But he didn’t come to be a celebrity Messiah. The media headline is not 
what saves souls. He will not be the Saviour the world wants him to be. 
He will walk with the outcasts, on the thorns. 
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All Jesus’ answers to the devil come from Deuteronomy 8.3, 6.13 and 6.16. 
He handled the temptation by shifting his attention away from himself - 
his wishes, his feelings - and onto the Word of God, that he knew was 
solid ground. His faith in God his Father and knowledge of the Scriptures 
were within him, and they were his defence and shield and strength. 
 

The same protection and power are available to us; that is what he did for 
us. He showed us how to be faithful to his way, giving us the resources to 
cope with whatever comes, when we stay turned towards God. Decisions 
are so much harder for us when there’s not a lot wrong with our motive, 
which can be good. It is our impatience sometimes and our egos often, 
which get the better of us. And we argue: ‘don’t the ends justify the 
means?’. To get more people in to church… to be more successful... to 
convince more people to think like us… to think we deserve it. 
 

In Dostoevsky’s book, ‘The Brothers Karamazov’, there is a lengthy poem 
called ‘The Grand Inquisitor’, recited by Ivan, who questions the 
possibility of a personal and benevolent God, to his brother Alexei, a 
novice monk. In the tale, Christ comes back to Earth in Seville at the time 
of the Spanish Inquisition. He performs a number of miracles (echoing 
miracles from the Gospels). The people recognise him and adore him at 
the Seville Cathedral, but he is arrested by Inquisition leaders and 
sentenced to be burnt to death the next day. The Grand Inquisitor visits 
him in his cell to tell him that the Church no longer needs him, explaining 
to Jesus why his return would interfere with the mission of the Church. 
The Inquisitor founds his denunciation of Jesus on the three questions 
that Satan asked him in the desert. The Inquisitor states that Jesus 
rejected these three temptations in favour of freedom to choose a better 
way, but the Inquisitor thinks that Jesus has misjudged human nature. He 
does not believe that the vast majority of humanity can handle the 
freedom which Jesus has given them. He explains why Christ was wrong 
to reject each temptation. He should have turned stones into bread, as 
people will always follow those who feed their bellies. Ruling over all the 
kingdoms of the Earth would ensure their salvation. Casting himself down 
from the temple to be caught by angels would cement his godhead in the 
minds of people, who would follow him forever. Job done - all saved! 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seville
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seville
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Inquisition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Inquisition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospels
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospels
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seville_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seville_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burnt_to_death
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burnt_to_death
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Inquisitor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Inquisitor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satan
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The segment ends when Christ, who has been silent throughout, kisses 
the Inquisitor instead of answering him.  Love, not might. 
 

The Inquisitor’s voice is probably the prevailing voice in today’s world. 
The voice of human reason perhaps, and quick gain, but without the 
reality of God’s Plan, the presence of the Holy Spirit; without our personal 
relationship with the Saviour of the World and the Creator of the 
Universe; without the experience of being Kingdom people living the way 
of love and humility, which is a cruciform way and a path of reconciliation. 
It is a lie, that gratification, reputation, authority and power will bring 
lasting happiness, success and peace.  
 

It is the truth that Jesus was not left abandoned and defenceless in the 
wilderness, and neither are we. His, and our, exercise of choice to take 
the narrow way are what in the end bring peace and joy. We live the 
paradox: that cruciform reality. 
 

A Polish Rabbi suggested that to keep 
grounded, we should carry two pieces of paper 
around. In the left pocket, the words 
something like, ‘I am nothing but dust and 
ashes’, and in the right pocket, ‘I am made in 
the image of God and loved by Him’. On the 
left, ‘I have earned nothing’ and in the right, ‘I 
have been given everything’.  In the words of 
our meditation: ‘Your way must be one of 
ridicule, rejection and suffering - until the 
eventual sacrifice brings the ultimate triumph.’ 
 

It is the ultimate triumph we are walking 
towards as we enter the period of Lent. Let us 
use these 40 days wisely, to discover that ‘something more’ in life which 
deeply satisfies, which may have eluded us so far; to examine what is 
reality - what makes us fully human and most like Jesus - created in the 
image of God; to examine our value system, redefining our goals and 
ways of reaching them; learning again what it means to be a child of God; 
taking time to listen, to read, to pray, to pause before rushing in; to 
choose the better way.   
Amen. 

Temptations? 
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Luke 4.1-14: Another Interpretation  
By Jill Jenkins (read during Morning Worship on 10th March by Fredwyn 
Hosier and John Strange) 
 

Walk out into the wilderness, Jesus called Messiah – 
 

Be tempted as we are tempted - 
By flatterers and dissemblers; 
By offers of rewards for nothing; 
By distortions of the truth. 
 

Go out into the silence and the loneliness 
Where only thorn bushes give shade from the heat 
And the chill of the night creeps into your bones… 
Where the dry wind whirls, and the dervishes whisper to you… 
Persistent…enticing... seductive… 
 

Why are you starving – command these stones to become bread. 
Why are you parched – make water spring from the dust. 
It is so easy…. Why do you resist? 
 

Look out from the hills – see all the kingdoms spread before you - 
They are yours to claim - fame and fortune are waiting - 
You were born to be a king – so take your power and reign. 
Such glory can be yours as the world has never known. 
It is so easy…Why do you hesitate? 
 

Prove you are who you say you are – throw yourself off this high rock; 
Your Father will surely save you from destruction… 
And all men will marvel and follow you. 
It is so easy…Why will you refuse? 
 

But you will not yield to these temptations, Son of God. 
turn your back on easy options and false promises. 
Reject the visions that are insubstantial mirages. 
God's Word will sustain you through your deprivation. 
Your way must be one of ridicule, rejection and suffering – 
Until the eventual sacrifice brings the ultimate triumph. 
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We are a group of different people looking for 

and finding, strength and meaning in God’s love. 
 

You will always be welcomed gladly. 
 

We worship and pray together. 
 

We learn about God’s love and forgiveness 

through Jesus, the Bible and with the help of each other. 
 

Together we will work to make Jesus present 

by loving actions done, and by loving words spoken, 

in this church and beyond these doors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memories of my life in Sri Lanka 
and Palmers Green 
By Vinitha Green 
 

I was born in Matale, Ceylon in 1939, and 
Ceylon was at the time a British Colony.  But 
Ceylon gained independence from Britain in 
1948 after WWII and adopted the Sinhalese 
name Sri Lanka in 1972.   
 

My parents belonged to the Ceylon Baptist 
Union, the council of Baptist churches and 
missions in Ceylon.  My dad, Stephen, was a 
Baptist minister and my grandfather before 
him was a Baptist minister too.  My grandfather, who was originally 
Buddhist, had converted to Christianity and, in his late 20s fell in love with 
a Buddhist girl only 15 years old.  She later became my grandmother and 

O U R   M I S S I O N   S T A T E M E N T 
 

M I N I – M E M O I R S 
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before they got married, he sent her to a school run by Christian 
missionaries so she could learn about the faith.  

 

In the 1920s it was not essential to 
have a university degree to 
become a minister in the Baptist 
Church in Ceylon, but my father 
was granted financial support from 
the Baptist Union and attended 
Serampore College, Calcutta 
University, earning a Bachelor of 
Divinity Degree.  Ministerial 
training at this level was not 
available then in Ceylon. 
 

My mother Mabel came from a 
landowning Sinhalese Anglican 
family, and her father built church 
schools and donated land to the 
Church.  I am not sure how she and 
my father met, but they were 

married in 1938.  After their 
marriage she joined the Baptist 
Church and later became a Head 
Teacher in several Sinhalese 
Baptist secondary schools. 
 

My parents started their married 
life in Matale in the Hill Country.  
My father’s churches were always 
in the Hill Country: Kandy or 
Matale.  As a minister he had to go 
where he was sent, and some 
areas were malarial and had no 
English schools.  So, most of the 

Me with my parents in 1939 

Me with my mother in 1940 
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time my brother and sister spent time in 
boarding schools, but I never took to 
hostel life away from home.   
 

We always attended Christian schools 
and I ended up in a well-known girls’ 
Methodist school in Kandy.  After school I 
attended The University of Ceylon, for 
which all students had to pay, and I 
earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Sinhalese, Economics and History.  I still 
keep in touch with school and university 
friends in Sri Lanka and in England. 
 

When I came to England in the 1960s, I 
lived in Dagenham and was able to teach 

there in secondary schools with only a degree and no teacher’s training 
qualification.  However, in around 1968, I did a teacher training course at 
Leicester University, and this enabled me to teach any age group.   
 

It was at Leicester that I met my future 
husband, Derek Green (pictured with 
me right), who was from Durham, 
about four years younger than me, and 
doing the same course.  After leaving 
Leicester, and through various 
connections, we moved to Palmers 
Green and were married in 1970.  
Around this time, I taught at junior 
school level in Enfield schools including 
Hazelwood School in Palmers Green.   
 

As a married man Derek was not 
interested in housework or cooking, 
but, on his free days on Wednesday 
working in the book trade, he enjoyed taking our two sons Stuart and 
Nigel, with their bikes, in the car from park to park, which the boys 
enjoyed too.  Stuart was born in 1972 and Nigel in 1974.  
 

Me approx. 1941 
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Derek was first 
diagnosed with 
multiple sclerosis in 
1973, when Stuart 
was a baby, and lived 
a normal life for 
years before he 
finally passed away in 
1990.  The four of us 
had several 
wonderful holidays in 
Sri Lanka with my 
parents travelling 
around and visiting 
relatives.  We had 

wonderful memories of Vienna where I had friends, and I remember 
Stuart as a six-year-old pushing Derek in a wheel chair over cobbled 
streets.  

 

Me with Nigel approx. 1975 

Our family in approx. 1979 
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Derek’s parents lived in County Durham and both were alive when Derek 
passed away.  He has an older brother, Trevor, who has moved to 
Southsea, near Portsmouth, with his wife who needs care. 
 

When Derek passed away, Revd Forecast was very kind and visited me at 
home while we were waiting for the funeral.  Geraldine Orfeur, from the 
church, gave us all a lot of support when Derek spent time in Highlands 
Hospital.  Some of my friends and ladies of the church, including Barbara 
Crock and Fredwyn Hosier, provided food after Derek’s funeral. 
 

I have lived in Palmers Green with my family in both Windsor Road and 
Cranley Gardens and have attended the Palmers Green URC for many 
years, where the order of service is very similar to what I was used to in 
Sri Lanka.  I have one brother who lives in Canada with his family, but my 
only sister, who was younger than me, passed away about three years 
ago, leaving a son and daughter.        Vinitha 
 

Editor’s Note: If you would like to learn more about the history of Sri 
Lanka and its Baptist heritage, you can find it at: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Lanka_Baptist_Sangamaya . 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Churches Together in Palmers Green, 
Winchmore Hill and Grange Park 
Lent Course 2019 

 

Final Session: 7:30pm Tues 2nd April at 
Winchmore Hill URC 
This year’s Lent Course has been produced by 
Livability, in collaboration with 'Mind & Soul', a 
Christian organisation seeking to bridge the gap 
between faith and mental health.  We have been 
sharing Biblical perspectives on mental health 
using well-known Bible stories and explore how 
God treats those who feel exhausted, rejected, 
hopeless or heartbroken. Please join us in this last event of the series. 
 

N E W S   O F   P E O P L E   &   E V E N T S 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Lanka_Baptist_Sangamaya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Lanka_Baptist_Sangamaya
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Good Friday Walk of Witness 2019 (cover story) 
Churches Together is holding the annual Good 
Friday Walk of Witness on 19th April 2019. Starting 
at 11.30am at both Palmers Green Station car park 
and Winchmore Hill Green, we will walk in silent 
witness behind the Cross as we remember Jesus' 
Crucifixion.  The two groups will meet at 
Winchmore Hill Methodist Church, Green Lanes at 
about 12 noon, for a short outdoor service followed 
by refreshments with hot cross buns. 
 

All are welcome to join this important event in the 
life of our churches, whether at the start of the walk, part way along or at 
Winchmore Hill Methodist Church. 
Brian Ball 
 
 

Garth Hewitt 
Hopefully you will have spotted that 
Garth Hewitt is coming to Enfield in May. 
(see poster right) 
 

If the ticket price (£11 and £8 
concessions) is a little too much for you 
then please speak to Mark or Melanie as 
the planning team for the event are keen 
to ensure that price doesn’t prevent 
anybody who wishes to attend from 
coming along and joining in on what is 
bound to be a thought provoking, 
challenging and incredible evening. 
 

We are now also pleased to announce 
that Garth will be joined on the evening by Martin Wroe, a poet and 
writer.  Martin Wroe has been a staff writer on The Independent and on 
The Observer, co-authored ’The Rough Guide to a Better World’ and, 
recently, ‘Lifelines, Notes on Life & Love, Faith & Doubt’. He is a volunteer 
vicar in his local parish, a contributor to ‘Thought for the Day’ on Radio 4 
when he can think of an idea and writes poems most days. 
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Garth has invited him along to chat about his writings and read us some of 
his poems.  Garth will chat to him about some of the work with which 
Martin has been involved, including both Greenbelt Festival and the Amos 
Trust. 
 

Do you need any more encouragement to come out for an evening in 
Enfield? 
 
 

Holy Week – Imago Dei  
Made in God’s image – what 
does that mean? 
 

Our exhibition at Christ Church 
URC, Enfield, entitled ‘Imago 
Dei’, will give all those who visit 
an opportunity to think about 
what it means to be made in the 
image of God, and to think about 
what God is really like. 
 

Imago Dei will focus on images of God, and also images of humanity, e.g. 
refugees and others from various parts of the world, including our own.  
 

Imago Dei will include poetry, music and art around this theme and is a 
community event. There will also be a display about the history and 
architecture of the church. On the Wednesday and Saturday local poet 
Mary Duggan will run a workshop open to all ‘Where word meets art’, 
which will provide a practical opportunity for other members of the local 
community to add their own work and thoughts to the exhibition (11 am 
to 1pm on Wednesday 17th April and Saturday 20th April). Local poets will 
also be reading their poetry live on Saturday from 2pm to 3pm. 
 

Local schools and youth organisations from the Enfield and Barnet area 
are contributing artwork and poetry as well, in what promises to be a 
fascinating exhibition.  Local photographer Debbie Jay will have some of 
her photography on display and local poets led by Mary Duggan will be 
sharing some of their work during the week.  URC artist, theologian, 
sewer, crafter and dancer, Elizabeth Gray-King has supplied two of her 
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paintings to be displayed also – pictures which are bound to provoke 
discussion. 
 

And there will be lots more… the Friends of Bush Hill Park, for example, 
will be involved in the workshops on the Wednesday and Saturday. 
 

The exhibition will be open from 10.00am to 4.00pm every day from 
Monday 15th April to Saturday 20th April (From 1pm to 4pm only on Good 
Friday, 19th April) and is FREE. Guided tours of the historic building will be 
available. 
 

Refreshments will be served every day – and if you could volunteer to 
help for an hour or two during the week, so much the better! 
 
 

Eco Tips: Recycle 
After Reduce and Reuse, we now have 
the third of the three R’s… Recycle.  
 

When we say recycling, it means to 
break down an item and to make 
something new from the materials. 
 

Processing these materials still requires 
time, energy and cost, therefore an 
item should ideally only be sent for 
recycling if there is no other way that it 
can be reused or repaired.  It is the last 
term on the list because it is in fact the 
least useful of the three ways of 
reducing your impact on the planet, however it is still vastly better than 
sending waste to landfill. 
 

Some examples of recycling are: 

• Textiles such as clothing and bedding which are in such poor 
condition that they cannot be used or mended can be used to 
make cleaning rags, or for filling furniture. 

• Waste paper can be pulped and used to make new pieces of paper. 

• Plastics can be melted down and made into new plastic items. 
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• Electrical items can be broken down and the metal components 
melted down to make a new item (this is particularly important in 
the recycling of mobile phones as they contain small amounts of 
rare and valuable metals). The plastic casings can also be recycled. 

• Glass can be melted down and made into new glass items. 
 

In the coming months, specific ideas of what you can recycle locally will 
be given, so watch this space! 
 

So, if you want to minimise the impact that your 
lifestyle has on the planet, you can do this by 
considering all of the ‘Three R’s’.  Reduce the 
amount of materials that you consume, reuse 
items that can still be used and then ensure that 
any item that is recyclable is sent for recycling when its useful life is over.  
 

Drop Sierra Leone's Debt 
Christian Aid are asking the Chancellor to write off Sierra Leone's debt. 
 

When Ebola struck Sierra Leone, its government had little choice but to 
accept loans from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help it cope 
with the crisis.  Now, Christian Aid is asking our Chancellor to push the 
IMF to drop Sierra Leone's debt. 
 

The country lacks funds for proper health clinics, health training and 
enough ambulances.  This makes it the most dangerous place in the world 
to become a mum.  Debt repayments have left Sierra Leone with even 
less money to provide the healthcare so desperately needed to ensure 
mums and babies survive childbirth. 
 

The UK Government has a lot of power within the IMF to do something 
about this.   
 

If you’d like to join your voice, then visit: 
www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week or ask Mark or Melanie for a 
hard copy of the petition, calling on the Chancellor to ensure the UK 
Government uses its power in the International Monetary Fund to:  

• make sure all Sierra’s Leone’s debts on the loans it received for 
fighting the Ebola outbreak are written off;  

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week
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• take urgent action to prevent new debt crises in developing 
countries and tackle them effectively when they arise. 

 

‘TOILET TWINNING’ – A water and sanitation initiative 
By Derek Wilcox 
 

Last year in a local restaurant 
toilet I saw a framed 
certificate about ‘Toilet 
twinning’.   I thought it was a 
great idea, so I looked it up 
on the Internet and this is 
what I found. 
 

In Africa, half of young girls who drop out of school do so because they 
need to collect water, often from many miles away or because the school 
hasn’t got separate toilets for boys and girls.  Not having a loo puts 
people at risk of being bitten by snakes as they squat in the grass and 
makes women and girls a target for sexual assault as they go to the toilet 
in the open. 
 

It’s out of order! 1 in 3 people across the world don’t have somewhere 
safe to go to the toilet. Bad sanitation is one of the world’s biggest killers: 
it hits women, children, old and sick people hardest. Every minute, a child 
under the age of five dies because of dirty water and poor sanitation. 
Around half the people in the world have an illness caused by bad 
sanitation. 
 

What can be done to make a difference? 
Providing people with clean water and basic sanitation is one of the most 
cost-effective ways to release people from poverty.  For every £1 spent on 
water and sanitation, more than £5 is returned through saved time, 
increased productivity and reduced health costs.  
 

In 2000, 189 countries from across the world signed up to the UN’s 
Millennium Development Goals. The plan was that we’d all work together 
to end extreme poverty by 2015. In many areas, huge progress was made 
but sanitation is one of those targets that is way off.  It is predicted that 
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we won’t hit the sanitation target in sub-Saharan Africa until the 23rd 
century. 
 

What can we do to help? 
By donating £60 to twin your toilet, you help fund a project in a poor 
community that will enable families to build a basic toilet, have access to 
clean water and learn about hygiene – a vital combination that saves lives. 
Your smallest room becomes the proud owner of a certificate, complete 
with a colour photo of its twin and GPS coordinates so you can look up 
your twin’s location on Google Maps. 
 

Toilet Twinning funds the work of international relief and development 
agency Tearfund. Your donation will be used to provide clean water, basic 
sanitation, and hygiene education. 
 

Next step 
Go to: https://www.toilettwinning.org/latrine/1/ and twin your toilet; you 
know it makes sense.  In our toilet now hangs with pride a certificate 
showing the location of our twin toilet! 
 

Food for thought – Could the toilets in our church be twinned? 
Derek 
 

Bluebells at Cherry Green Trees Girl Guiding Camp 
By Jean Alderman 
 

The usual open days to see 
the bluebells in the ancient 
wood at the Girl Guiding 
camp site Cherry Green Trees 
in Colony Heath 
Hertfordshire will take place 
this month on the following: 
 

Saturday April 27th 10am – 4pm 
Sunday April 28th 10am- 4pm 
Monday April 29th 11am – 3pm 
 

Everyone is invited to just wander in the amazing bluebell woods during 
these days. Refreshments are available. 
 

https://www.toilettwinning.org/latrine/1/
https://www.toilettwinning.org/latrine/1/
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This year on Saturday 27th at 2.30 pm Southgate Trefoil Guild will be 
planting a tree in memory of Loraine Edwards, a lifelong member of this 
church.  
 

Loraine was Guide Leader of 5th Palmers Green Guides for many years, a 
County Trainer in Middlesex East and taught at St Michael’s Junior School 
in Wood Green. She worked tirelessly on improving the campsite at 
Cherry Green Trees.  All who knew Loraine will be most welcome to come 
to the tree planting.  The tree to be planted will be a Sweet Chestnut.  For 
further information on how to get to the campsite (approx. 20 minutes 
from Palmers Green). See leaflets in the coffee area. 
Jean 
 
 
 

 
 

A Chair Like That 

by Lucy Berry 
 

A lovely thing is a well-made chair. 
Solid and sturdy. No splinters there. 
A kitchen chair or a dining chair, 
ordinary-seeming 
or polished and gleaming – 
either is best when you ache to rest. 
 

You could gaze at an unavailable chair 
and if it looks comfortable, 
I swear you’re longing to sit down 
there. 
 

There are poorly-made chairs 
that you can’t quite trust, 
rickety ones with a cross-piece bust 
which you’d never sit down in unless you must. 
 

Or chairs which aren’t quite chairs at all; 
you see them sagging in a hall, 
or they’re in a skip, or against a wall, 
and they look like a chair! But a thing’s not a chair 

P R O V O K I N G   P O E M S 
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if it can’t bear the weight it’s meant to bear… 
 

And even a well-made, lovely chair, 
with cushioned arms, put away somewhere 
is no use on earth, if it’s not there; 
if it’s disappeared into thin air. 
 

When you’re tired to death, you need a chair 
built to bear what it’s meant to bear; 
never collapsing, never a splinter, 
always sit-innable, summer or winter. 
A well-made chair that won’t fall flat. 
 

Oh! 
And a welcome just like that. 
 

© Lucy Berry, 2019 Permission is given for non-profit reuse.  
For more about this poem, and the issues that it raises, visit: 
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/welcoming-environment-poetry .  
More of Lucy’s poems can also be found on her website at: 
https://www.lucyberry.com . 
 

 
 
 

NewsShare from URC Enfield North Pastorate - April 2019 
+ Tuesday 2nd April: 7:30pm Lifting the Lid Lent Course at WHURC (see p.17) 
+ Friday 5th April: 7:30pm Enfield Community Singers at PGURC (see poster) 
+ Sunday 7th April: 7:30pm The Rowantree Choir at PGURC (see poster) 

6:30pm Questions for God at Lancaster Road URC (see poster) 
+ Sunday 14th April: 12 Noon Easter Bake Sale at PGURC (see poster) 
+ Maundy Thursday 18th April: 

2.00pm Ponders End URC Communion 
8.00pm Palmers Green URC Maundy Communion 

+ Good Friday 19th April: (see page 18) 
10.30am Pre-Walk Services at both Palmers Green URC and Winchmore 
Hill URC (with Winchmore Hill Baptist) 
11.30am Walk of Witness starting concurrently at both Palmers Green 
Station Car Park and Winchmore Hill Green ending at WH Methodist at 
12pm. 
12.00pm Outdoor Service at Winchmore Hill Methodist Church 

N O T I C E B O A R D 

http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/welcoming-environment-poetry
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/welcoming-environment-poetry
https://www.lucyberry.com/
https://www.lucyberry.com/
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 with hot cross buns and preacher, Revd. Melanie Smith as she is 
 inducted as Chair of ‘Palmers Green, Winchmore Hill and Grange 
 Park Churches Together’. 

+ Holy Saturday 20th April Group Activity TBC (See Bulletin) 
+ Easter Sunday 21st April – We worship the Risen Lord! 
+ Sat & Sun 27th & 28th April – 1-5pm Art Exhibition at Friends Meeting House WH. 
 

Don't forget!  You can be kept up to date with all the news from our Enfield 
United Reformed Churches by subscribing to our occasional 
email:  http://eepurl.com/dHm8TH . 
 

    Melanie 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://eepurl.com/dHm8TH
http://eepurl.com/dHm8TH
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On this page are 
some photos of the 
recent Parade Service 
held at our church, 
led by Revd Melanie 
Smith on the theme 
‘St Patrick and the 
History of Ireland’. 
During the service the 
Scout Group talked 
about the work they 
have done over the 
past few months raising 
money for two worthy 
causes: ‘All People All 
Places’ (a small local 
charity for the homeless) 
and ‘Memory Lane Café 
and Carers Club’ (for 
people with Alzheimer's 
and their carers).   
 

Pictured right is the 
cheque presentation to ‘Memory 
Lane’ received by (L to R) Jane 
Gibbins and Amanda Empson, with 
Edie, Anna, Helen, Christabel, and 
Isabella representing the Scout 
Group. The Group have received a 
letter of thanks from ‘Memory Lane’ 
expressing their gratitude for the 
generous donation. If you would like 
to learn more about ‘Memory Lane 
Café and Carers Club’ and ‘All People 
All Places’, their website links are below: 
https://www.palmersgreencommunity.org.uk/pgc/directory-entries/1312-
memory-lane-cafe-carers-club  and http://allpeopleallplaces.org/ .  
Ian Lamb  23rd Southgate Scout Leader                              (photos by Harry Goforth) 

Parade Service on Sunday 17th March 2019 

https://www.palmersgreencommunity.org.uk/pgc/directory-entries/1312-memory-lane-cafe-carers-club
https://www.palmersgreencommunity.org.uk/pgc/directory-entries/1312-memory-lane-cafe-carers-club
https://www.palmersgreencommunity.org.uk/pgc/directory-entries/1312-memory-lane-cafe-carers-club
https://www.palmersgreencommunity.org.uk/pgc/directory-entries/1312-memory-lane-cafe-carers-club
http://allpeopleallplaces.org/
http://allpeopleallplaces.org/
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WE SHARE OUR PASTORATE WITH THE PONDERS END 
and WINCHMORE HILL URCs.  Listed below are contact 

details for their Church Secretaries: 
Ponders End Church Secretary: Mrs Pat Lewis 

[pat@rapandsoulmailorder.com] 
Winchmore Hill Church Secretary:  Vacant 

 

We are part of the Thames North Synod in which there 
are 157 United Reformed churches in six Areas, headed 
by a Synod Moderator.  The United Reformed Church in the United Kingdom 
has approx. 1,655 local Churches, 13 Synods and 79,000 members.  It meets 
every two years in General Assembly and has its central offices at 86 Tavistock 
Place, London WC1 9RT. Through our membership of the Council for World 
Mission we belong to the world-wide Church of Jesus Christ.  This is a 
Reformed and Congregational body for international exchange in Mission.  The 
United Reformed Church is one of 30 member Churches. 
 

We are a member of Churches Together in Palmers Green, Winchmore Hill and 
Grange Park (CTPGWHGP). In partnership with Church of England, Roman 
Catholic, Methodist and Baptist churches in our neighbourhood, we aim to 
explore the Christian faith together, and witness to the Gospel. 
 

Minister – Revd Melanie Smith 
e-mail: revd.melanie@gmail.com  

Secretary - Mr Martin van Staveren  
e-mail: pgurc_secy@yahoo.co.uk  

Treasurer - Mr Brian Ball  
e-mail: Jeremybrianball@gmail.com  
 

Palmers Green United Reformed Church is at the corner of Fox Lane and Burford 
Gardens, London N13 4AL and online at both www.palmersgreenurc.org.uk and 
www.facebook.com/PGURC/ . Our magazine is published monthly and is printed by 
‘Office Interiors’ in Palmers Green using approx. 85% recycled paper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A B O U T   O U R   C H U R C H 

MAGAZINE COPY DATES FOR MAY 2019 ISSUE 
Publication is scheduled on or before Saturday 27th April 2019.  
All copy, including Church Diary information, to be sent to Harry Goforth 
(preferably by e-mail to: hbg@goforth.myzen.co.uk) by Friday morning 19th 
April 2019. 
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mailto:pgurc_secy@yahoo.co.uk
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